) Patrick Knight <communications@grandmarais.city>
City of Grand Marais

Fwd: Public Comment for 5-3-23 meeting

City Hall <cityhall@grandmarais.city> Tue, May 2, 2023 at 1:04 PM
To: Patrick Knight <communications@grandmarais.city>

15 N Broadway

PO Box 600

Grand Marais, MN 55604
218-387-1848

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Rachael Schauer <rachschauer@gmail.com>
Date: Tue, May 2, 2023 at 1:01 PM

Subject: Public Comment for 5-3-23 meeting

To: cityhall@grandmarais.city <cityhall@grandmarais.city>

| write in support of the HRA'’s proposal for a 51-unit apartment building.

This will support the needs of our community.

If you became ill or injured, you would expect to receive care at Sawtooth Mountain Clinic or North Shore
Health. Perhaps you would be prescribed a medication to alleviate your symptoms, which you would expect
to pickup at Sawtooth Mountain Clinic Pharmacy. Maybe you have a family member or loved one who
resides at the care center, which you would expect to be staffed so they can receive care. If a crime was
committed against you, you would expect the Sheriff’'s Department to respond. If you heard of a family or
elder in need, you would expect Human Services to support. You might expect the highway department to
take care of the roads and the school to provide quality education for our students. Every single one of the
entities I've listed is hiring and suffering from overworking current employees to compensate for open
positions. Everywhere you look, we are understaffed and have a limited pool of local job applicants. When
one of the above listed entities finds a qualified applicant from outside of the community, they are
sometimes lost due to not being able to find housing. Perhaps you’re less concerned with needs of our
community but enjoy going out to eat, hearing live music, shopping, and being able to participate in these
activities every day of the week and outside 10am-4pm. Many entertainment establishments are also hiring
and don’t have housing to provide to potential applicants. The proposed development of this 51-unit
multifamily building will directly benefit our community by providing housing for our workforce:
those who currently reside here in less-than-ideal conditions, and those who will be able to move to
the community and care for our needs.


https://www.google.com/maps/search/15+N+Broadway?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:rachschauer@gmail.com

There is no alternative.

Look to the local boreal.org or community Facebook page and you will see countless posts from individuals
and employers seeking housing, only to hear that there is still nothing available. A quick search of WTIP’s
archives and you will find numerous articles addressing Cook County’s “housing crunch” with no answers to
be found. Talk with any number of individuals who currently live or previously lived in long-term rental
housing and you will hear them recount multiple moves, lack of formal leases and legal protections, and
unconventional types of housing. In mid-April 2023, there weren’t any homes listed for sale below $300,000
and only two homes listed below $500,000. Waiting for homes to come for sale is not the answer. We don’t
have an alternative solution to provide the amount of housing needed to support our community.

The benefits far outweigh the concerns.

Some of the concerns | have heard regarding this project include location, traffic, and altering the “feel” of
the Gunflint Trail. I'm afraid our needs as a community far outweigh these wishes to avoid a couple extra
cars on the road and avoid seeing an apartment building at the start of the Gunflint Trail. | have faith in the
HRA and their contractors to make smart decisions while constructing this building. | believe they will do
whatever they can to minimize the risks of this addition impacting our community in a negative way. There is
never a perfect solution for all involved. For a community who has been asking for a solution to the housing
crisis for years and years, we have a responsibility to take action when one this solid and well thought out
comes our way.

Our community has put our trust in Jason Hale as the HRA director to use his extensive knowledge and
experience to create effective solutions to our ongoing housing crisis. As you'll see in pages 31-38 of this
meeting’s packet, any and all concerns have been thoughtfully addressed. | implore our city commissioners
to approve this proposal as it is paramount for the continued success and health of our community.

Respectfully,

Rachael Schauer

Get Outlook for iOS


http://boreal.org/
https://aka.ms/o0ukef

Patrick Knight <communications@grandmarais.city>

City of Grand Marais

Fwd: Meeting of the Grand Marais Planning Commission-Public Comment

City Hall <cityhall@grandmarais.city> Wed, May 3, 2023 at 2:44 PM
To: Patrick Knight <communications@grandmarais.city>

15 N Broadway

PO Box 600

Grand Marais, MN 55604
218-387-1848

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Arielle Charlier <charlierari@gmail.com>

Date: Wed, May 3, 2023 at 2:28 PM

Subject: Meeting of the Grand Marais Planning Commission-Public Comment
To: <cityhall@grandmarais.city>

To Whom it May Concern,

| am writing as a year round Cook County resident. | have lived in the area since 2016 and would never have imagined
that housing could get as bad as it is. There is a theme in this community of always being in a constant state of growing
pains. We seem to be two steps behind at all times, and by the time we meet the needs we were aiming for, we are
already behind again.

I am urging this commission to please take the lack of housing more seriously, and to not only meet the current house
needs of the community, but to anticipate needs for the future. My fiance and | work 9 different jobs between the both of
us, and we do this to help out businesses and organizations we care about that are suffering due to workforce shortages.
We are thankful to have housing, but if something were to change, we would be forced to leave and impact those
businesses and organizations even further. We have been looking for a property to purchase for over three years, and
despite our many incomes, we are not able to do so.

We have not been able to get married, start a family, or even fully put down roots due to our lack of proper housing. Our
rental’s roof is compromised and results in a high heating bill and mold, but we fear complaining will cause us to lose our
housing. We are powerless in our housing situation in every way. We love this community, and put every bit of ourselves
into making it a better place. We live here because of the people and the amazing nature that surrounds us, but we often
feel that most of our time is spent working so that other people can visit and enjoy the place we are barely able to
experience ourselves.

It appears to us that the opportunity of turning a home into an overnight rental is too good of an investment for buyers to
look at the bigger picture. We are hoping for our local government to step in and help paint that bigger picture. We need
more regulations on what can be done for housing and where. We need the rules, regulations, and ordinances that are
currently in place to be acted upon. We need to put residents first before tourism, because you cannot have one without
the other. Locals cannot advocate against CVR, Odyssey, VRBO, Air BnB, ect. when they have the loudest voices and
deepest pockets.

Please protect what little affordable housing remains, and get an apartment project passed, multiple apartment projects,
that allow community members to live healthy, balanced lives. Help our community grow and become more sustainable.


https://www.google.com/maps/search/15+N+Broadway?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:charlierari@gmail.com

The ability that people have to persevere in this county does not demonstrate the resources they are provided, but rather
the character and strength they possess. Please work as hard as they are to give them the opportunities that they
deserve.

Thank you for taking the time to read this.

Respectfully,

Arielle Charlier
Cell: (262) 705-9710
Work: (218) 387-3611
charlierari@gmail.com


mailto:charlierari@gmail.com

Patrick Knight <communications@grandmarais.city>

City of Grand Marais

Fwd: Comments re. HRA and LLC Request for Conditional Use Permit

City Hall <cityhall@grandmarais.city> Tue, May 2, 2023 at 2:23 PM
To: Patrick Knight <communications@grandmarais.city>

15 N Broadway

PO Box 600

Grand Marais, MN 55604
218-387-1848

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Chris OBrien <obriencl79@gmail.com>

Date: Tue, May 2, 2023 at 2:21 PM

Subject: Comments re. HRA and LLC Request for Conditional Use Permit
To: <cityhall@grandmarais.city>

Dear Planning and Zoning Commission Members:

| strongly support the multi-family housing development that is proposed by the HRA and by P&R Development LLC and |
encourage you to approve the conditional use permit (CUP) needed for that project to go forward. There is a broad
community consensus that Cook County's future vitality depends on resolving an acute shortage of housing and this
proposed project would be a significant positive step. There are several reasons that the application should be approved:

1. The proposed site is particularly well-suited for this multi-family housing project because of proximity to utility and
community services and because the size of this site can accommodate this project within the guidelines and
policies of R1 zoning. There are very few such sites in and around Grand Marais.

2. The scale of this project is consistent with the housing need in Grand Marais and Cook County, as outlined in the
2022 EDA study on housing needs. The "critical mass" of this proposed multi-family project is also a key factor in
attracting a developer like P&R to partner with HRA to develop this project. If the Commission were to turn down
this CUP application, | am concerned that it would become significantly more challenging to find developers to
partner with HRA in future housing projects.

3. The City has previously been supportive of the HRA's efforts to develop this site by transferring the site to the HRA
for development and by amending the zoning for the property so that the development of a project like the one
proposed here would be possible.

4. This CUP application is one of many stages of project review before final approval of this project. Many of the
concerns that have been raised will be examined in great detail during the environmental permitting process.

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration.
Sincerely yours,

Chris O'Brien
HRA District 4 Commissioner

PO Box 381
97 Old Ski Hill Road


https://www.google.com/maps/search/15+N+Broadway?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:obriencl79@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/maps/search/97+Old+Ski+Hill+Road+Grand+Marais,+MN+%C2%A055604?entry=gmail&source=g

Grand Marais, MN 55604
202-486-3427 (m)
obriencl79@gmail.com
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Patrick Knight <communications@grandmarais.city>

City of Grand Marais

Grand Marais resident in support of approving the CUP

Anne Brataas <anne@minnchildpress.org> Wed, May 3, 2023 at 1:20 PM
To: mike roth <cityhall@boreal.org>, Patrick Knight <communications@grandmarais.city>, tracy@grandmarais.city, Mike Roth
<administrator@grandmarais.city>

Dear Community Leaders,
| am a resident of Grand Marais and | write in support of the proposed CUP because it will enable more families to live,
work and raise families in Grand Marais by providing affordable, safe, energy efficient, modern housing options.

As recent housing sales trends attest, the options for buying or renting are few and often priced beyond the reach of most
people. (Check the listings--houses in the city approaching $300k sold in 5-9 days on the market). This skew toward the
wealthy stunts community growth potential by preventing new and next-generation Grand Marais residents from finding
housing they can afford. Instead, it drives sales to a privileged few who have the means to invest in a stunning view or
charming retreat from urban life, with little intention of actively building our North Shore community. To be clear: they are
desirable neighbors, too.

But if we are to avoid becoming a shell of a community--hollowed out of commited, year-round residents and serving only
as a scenic remote-working preserve for elites or drive-by climate-change refuge--our priority must be to take bold steps
now to mitigate the housing shortage that has been discussed for decades, with little practical progress.

We can change that now. Please do so and approve the CUP.
Sincerely,

Anne Brataas
Grand Marais

Anne Brataas, M.S., M.En.S., M.A. | President and Chief Curiosity Officer
Minnesota Children's Press | Books by Children

A 501 (c)(3) Non-profit Educational Corporation

P.O. Box 301 | Grand Marais, Minnesota 55604

To Donate tax-free: PayPal.Me/MinnChildrensPress

Cell & Text (218) 387-5666 | anne@minnchildpress.org | www.minnchildpress.org


https://www.paypal.me/MinnChildrensPress?utm_source=unp&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=PPC000654&utm_unptid=a4a04403-9886-11ea-b795-b875c0f8fbeb&ppid=PPC000654&cnac=US&rsta=en_US&cust=L5JSAGJ3XQEE4&unptid=a4a04403-9886-11ea-b795-b875c0f8fbeb&calc=ad12ac6209f10&unp_tpcid=ppme-social-business-profile-created&page=main:email:PPC000654:::&pgrp=main:email&e=cl&mchn=em&s=ci&mail=sys
mailto:anne@minnchildpress.org
http://www.minnchildpress.org/
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— Patrick Knight <communications@grandmarais.city>
City of Grand Marais

Proposed CUP for Sawtooth Flats

Bill Gabler <wjgmpls@aol.com> Mon, May 1, 2023 at 7:11 PM
To: "communications@grandmarais.city" <communications@grandmarais.city>, "cityhall@boreal.org" <cityhall@boreal.org>
Cc: Mary Somnis <somnismary@gmail.com>, Jason Hale <director@cookcountyhra.org>

Members of the Grand Marais Planning Commission-

| am a commissioner of the Cook County Housing and
Redevelopment Authority and write in support of the Conditional
Use Permit for the proposed Sawtooth Flats development in
Grand Marais. The need for housing of many different types in
Cook County is critical to the economy and well being of the
County. The lack of available housing has hampered the efforts of
the hospital, clinic, school district, county government, and other
agencies and businesses to hire qualified employees. Last year's
housing study performed for the joint City/County EDA gives data
and substance to the crisis. On a less formal note, one only has
to go to the Classified Ads at boreal.org to see the issue in more
personal terms.

The City has sold this parcel to the HRA, which has enlisted a
well qualified developer to help produce a needed apartment
complex on the site. The site is well located for such a use and
has municipal utilities available. All caution is being taken to
respect the terrain and wetland areas. Please help move this
development forward by approving the Conditional Use Permit.
Thank you for the City's role in helping expand the supply of badly
needed housing.

William J. (Bill) Gabler
68 Big Cedar Trall
Lutsen MN 55612-0155
wjgmpls@aol.com


http://boreal.org/
https://www.google.com/maps/search/68+Big+Cedar+Trail+Lutsen+MN+55612-0155?entry=gmail&source=g
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Sawtooth Mountain Clinic
—— Together Through Life —

April 10, 2023

To Whom It May Concern:

On behalf of the Sawtooth Mountain Clinic Board, | am writing to offer support to The Cook County Housing and
Redevelopment Authority (HRA) agenda. Sawtooth Mountain Clinic (SMC) leadership believes the HRA's projects are
vital to the local healthcare workforce.

SMC is a Federally Qualified Community Health Center, and the only primary care facility serving Cook County and Grand
Portage. The clinic employs a number of licensed professionals to serve local patients. Physicians, nurse practitioners,
registered nurses, licensed therapists, pharmacists, and others must be recruited from outside the area.

Housing has long been a recruiting issue for SMC. In the past, HR staff made local connections to find appropriate
housing and ensure recruiting success. However, in recent years this has become difficult. Some recent SMC hires have
rented hotel rooms or camped in the rec park before finding housing. While we appreciate this dedication, it is too much
to expect of the average job candidate.

Housing has also become a retention issue. In the past year, exit interviews have shown housing to be a factor in some
staff departures — staff who otherwise were happy with their jobs at the clinic and their lifestyle in Cook County.
Without new housing options we risk losing excellent professionals to other regions.

SMC’s mission is to meet the healthcare needs of the community. In order to do that, we must have community
investment in the needs of the healthcare workforce.

Sincerely,

Kate Surbaugh, BSN, RN, PHN
Chief Executive Officer

Sawtooth Mountain Clinic
kate@sawtoothmountainclinic.org
218-387-2330
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Patrick Knight <communications@grandmarais.city>

City of Grand Marais

Support of the CUP to the City of Grand Marais

Matthew Brown <matthew@wtip.org> Tue, May 2, 2023 at 2:55 PM
To: mike roth <cityhall@boreal.org>, Patrick Knight <communications@grandmarais.city>, tracy@grandmarais.city

WTIP is writing in support of the P&R Development, LLC and the HRA application to the
City of Grand Marais for a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) for the Sawtooth Flats project.

As a small employer located in Grand Marais, we, like all employers, are in need of
housing options for potential applicants to our job openings.

We recently had an opening for our office manager position and the lack of housing
options definitely resulted in three people not applying for the position.

| believe that the proposed housing option, if adopted and built, could result in
employers receiving more applications.

Thank you for considering the Sawtooth Flats project.

Matthew Brown
WTIP Executive Director
218-387-1070



Patrick Knight <communications@grandmarais.city>

Fwd: HRA conditional use permit application

Tracy Benson <tracy@grandmarais.city> Tue, May 2, 2023 at 9:05 PM
To: Patrick Knight <communications@grandmarais.city>

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Tracy Benson <tracy@grandmarais.city>
Date: Tue, May 2, 2023 at 9:04 PM

Subject: Re: HRA conditional use permit application
To: Mark Shackleton <markshackleton@comcast.net>

Hi Mark,
Thanks for the email.

Would you like to have it read out loud at tomorrow’s meeting?
Patrick will share with the P&Z board as well.
On Tue, May 2, 2023 at 7:06 PM Mark Shackleton <markshackleton@comcast.net> wrote:

Hi Tracy,

I am in support of the HRA project conditional use application, it is critical that this project is allowed to move along
without delay.

Sincerely,

Mark Shackleton

Tracy Benson

Mayor Grand Marais

PO Box 600

Grand Marais, MN 55604
218.387.1848
www.ci.grand-marais.mn.us

Tracy Benson

Mayor Grand Marais

PO Box 600

Grand Marais, MN 55604
218.387.1848
www.ci.grand-marais.mn.us
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Patrick Knight <communications@grandmarais.city>

City of Grand Marais

Support of the Crosby Bakery

Seth McDonald <dgseth@gmail.com> Thu, Apr 6, 2023 at 2:18 PM
To: Patrick Knight <communications@grandmarais.city>

Hi Patrick,

I’'m writing in support for the Crosby Bakery conditional use permit. Off street parking for the tenants should be
considered. We need housing and we want to support the bakery project. But having long term parking for tenants taking
up street parking will make the parking issues in the downtown area more difficult.

Blue Skies,

Seth

Seth McDonald

Two Harbors Dairy Queen

Grand Marais Dairy Queen

Owner
www.facebook.com/twoharborsdq
www.facebook.com/grandmaraisdq
Phone 218-830-0185

Email dgseth@gmail.com

Visit our local Experimental Aircraft Association chapter websitewww.1128.eaachapter.org
Newly Minted “Private Pilot’¥%


http://www.facebook.com/twoharborsdq
http://www.facebook.com/grandmaraisdq
tel:218-830-0185
mailto:dqseth@gmail.com
http://www.1128.eaachapter.org/

Patrick Knight <communications@grandmarais.city>

City of Grand Marais

conditional use permit
Tue, May 2, 2023 at 3:58 PM

Phil Oswald <philc.oswald@snc.edu>
To: "communications@grandmarais.city" <communications@grandmarais.city>

Hello Patrick,
I support the application to the City of Grand Marais for a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) for

the Sawtooth Flats project. It is a key development for the continued vitality of Grand
Marais. Adding housing units should be near the top of the priorities for our city.
Thanks.

Phil Oswald



Patrick Knight <communications@grandmarais.city>

City of Grand Marais

In support of the CUP for Sawtooth Flats

Dan Shirley <dshirley@isd166.org> Wed, May 3, 2023 at 1:48 PM
To: "communications@grandmarais.city" <communications@grandmarais.city>, "cityhall@boreal.org" <cityhall@boreal.org>,
Tracy Benson <tracy@grandmarais.city>

Greetings Grand Marais Leaders,
I'm writing to encourage approval of the Conditional Use Permit for the critical Sawtooth Flats housing project.

This project will bring vital stable housing stock to our community. The school district is regularly missing out on qualified
candidates for hard-to-fill positions due to a lack of housing. Businesses regularly lose employees when their long-term
rental housing is suddenly reclassified by their landlords. The health and character of our community depend on projects
like this to come to fruition.

Our duly elected County Commissioners have answered this call for housing by creating the HRA. And now the HRA is
doing exactly what it has been tasked to do. Let's continue to support the efforts that our community widely desires and
requires.

Thank you for your hard work in serving our community.
Kind regards,

Dan Shirley

Board Chair - ISD 166

Owner - Sawbill Canoe Ouftfitters
Homeowner - Grand Marais

Dan Shirley

School Board Chair
Cook County ISD 166
he/him/his
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City of Grand Marais

Patrick Knight <communications@grandmarais.city>

In support of Sawtooth Flats

Sue Nichols <sue@redpinerealty.com> Tue, May 2, 2023 at 5:20 PM
To: cityhall@boreal.org, communications@grandmarais.city, tracy@grandmarais.city

This email is to express support for the Sawtooth Flats conditional use permit.

There are very few locations where multi-unit housing can be built in the city limits. This project would provide a huge
relief valve for housing. While anyone could live there it seems ideal for our elders who want to keep living in the city but
are ready to downsize and for much needed new residents who could be filling jobs in the County.

Zoning prohibits vacation rentals in that location and objections can be addressed by the conditions placed in the permit.

Thank you for your efforts in solving our housing crisis.

Sue Nichols, Associate Broker
Red Pine Realty
sue@redpinerealty.com
218-370-1226


mailto:sue@redpinerealty.com

May 3, 2023

To: Members of Grand Marais Planning and Zoning Committee

We encourage your Committee.to approve the proposed HRA Conditional Use Permit.
Further, we encourage approval now for three reasons:

1) The construction season in Grand Marais is short.

2) City and County government leaders include some burdened volunteers. Scheduling
future planning and public sessions may be a challenge.

3) The EDA and HRA are using contractors with proven track records (note Jason Hale
experience with same ) and are ready to go. Permit such contractors to keep busy as
they are in demand from others.

- Shndlr=
%’/L—ﬁwz%ﬁ{

Doug and Mary Sanders

PO Box 1117

404 Second Avenue East
Grand Marais, MN 55604
douglasosandersjir@mail.com
marylsanders@mail.com




