
 

AGENDA 

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

April 6, 2022 

3:00 P.M. 
 

 
A. Call to Order 

 

 

B. Roll Call 

 

 

C. Approve Consent Agenda 
1. Approve Agenda 

2. Approve Meeting Minutes 

3. Payments Report 

 

 

D. Substation Maintenance 

-OCR Control Unit Replacement 

-Insulator Replacement 

 

 

E. Tom Bovitz Scholarship 

 

 

F. Adjourn 



Public Utilities Commission Meeting
Minutes

March 2, 2022

The meeting was called to order by Commissioner Schulte at 3:04 p.m.

Members present: Charles Hathaway, Bill Hansen and Craig Schulte
Absent:
Staff Present: Mike Roth, Patrick Knight, Tom Nelson, Shane Steele

New commissioners Hathaway and Hansen introduced themselves.

Motion by Hathaway, seconded by Hansen to approve the Agenda; November 3,
2021 Minutes; and Payment of Bills. Approved unanimously.

Tom Nelson presented a request for 3 new control panels for the potable water system,
and to replace the wired telemetry system with cellular to increase reliability.

Motion by Hansen, seconded by Hathaway to approve the purchase of the control
panels and cellular telemetry system.

Roth noted that the project can be paid for by American Rescue Plan Act funds that the
city has already received

The meeting was adjourned at 3:27 p.m.



Payments

CITY OF GRAND MARAIS 03/03/22 2:47 PM

Page 1

Current Period: March 2022

Payments Batch 3-3-22NicholsDepRef $144.66

NICHOLS, SUSAN/RACHEL  Refer 83439

Cash Payment $144.66000000347102G 604-11504 Undistributed Receipts

Invoice 3/9/2022

$144.66TotalTransaction Date 3/3/2022 MAIN CHECKING G 10100

Pre-Written Checks $0.00

Checks to be Generated by the Computer $144.66

Total $144.66

Fund Summary
10100  MAIN CHECKING GMSB

604 ELECTRIC $144.66

$144.66



Payments

CITY OF GRAND MARAIS 03/03/22 3:16 PM

Page 1

Current Period: March 2022

Payments Batch 3-9-22 AP $13,914.20

SAWTOOTH RIDGES  Refer 83400

Cash Payment $480.00Commercial Low-Income LightingE 604-49590-390 Conservation Improveme

Invoice 1477 2/24/2022

Cash Payment $440.00Energy Star Fixtures & Ceiling FansE 604-49590-390 Conservation Improveme

Invoice 1477 2/24/2022

$920.00TotalTransaction Date 2/24/2022 MAIN CHECKING G 10100

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION1 Ck# 005557E 3/9/2022Refer 83402

Cash Payment $878.01E 602-49451-380 Utility Services (GENER

Invoice MAR2022 3/1/2022

Cash Payment $2,612.84E 602-49480-380 Utility Services (GENER

Invoice MAR2022 3/1/2022

Cash Payment $3,189.43E 601-49420-380 Utility Services (GENER

Invoice MAR2022 3/1/2022

Cash Payment $34.05E 604-49551-380 Utility Services (GENER

Invoice MAR2022 3/1/2022

Cash Payment $137.05E 604-49558-380 Utility Services (GENER

Invoice MAR2022 3/1/2022

$6,851.38TotalTransaction Date 2/28/2022 MAIN CHECKING G 10100

GRAND MARAIS AUTO PARTS, INC  Refer 83413

Cash Payment $30.332088E 604-49570-210 Operating Supplies (GEN

Invoice 812768-2088 1/27/2022

Cash Payment -$154.981160E 602-49480-404 Repairs/Maint Machinery

Invoice 811073-1160 12/28/2021

Cash Payment $52.781160E 602-49480-404 Repairs/Maint Machinery

Invoice 813661-1160 1/27/2022

Cash Payment -$159.361160E 602-49480-404 Repairs/Maint Machinery

Invoice 813661-1160 1/27/2022

-$231.23TotalTransaction Date 3/1/2022 MAIN CHECKING G 10100

NORTH SHORE WASTE  Refer 83414

Cash Payment $210.60E 602-49480-384 Refuse/Garbage Disposa

Invoice 81161 2/28/2022

$210.60TotalTransaction Date 3/1/2022 MAIN CHECKING G 10100

LHB ENGINEERS & ARCHITECTS  Refer 83419

Cash Payment $321.00E 602-49431-303 Engineering Fees

Invoice 160861.00-34 2/10/2022

$321.00TotalTransaction Date 3/1/2022 MAIN CHECKING G 10100

COMO OIL & PROPANE  Refer 83425

Cash Payment $758.53E 602-49480-217 Heating Fuel

Invoice 1506273843 2/15/2022

$758.53TotalTransaction Date 3/1/2022 MAIN CHECKING G 10100

ARROWHEAD COOPERATIVE Ck# 005558E 3/9/2022Refer 83426

Cash Payment $612.84Rosebush Area Outage AssistanceE 604-49570-317 Contracted Services

Invoice 28468 2/16/2022

$612.84TotalTransaction Date 3/1/2022 MAIN CHECKING G 10100

STEVE S SPORTS AND AUTO  Refer 83429



Payments

CITY OF GRAND MARAIS 03/03/22 3:16 PM

Page 2

Current Period: March 2022

Cash Payment $107.76297882/298178/298189E 604-49570-210 Operating Supplies (GEN

Invoice 1551640 1/31/2022

$107.76TotalTransaction Date 3/1/2022 MAIN CHECKING G 10100

MN DEPT OF HEALTH-DRINKING  Refer 83432

Cash Payment $1,759.00G 601-20803 State Water Connection Fee

Invoice 1160001 3/2/2022

$1,759.00TotalTransaction Date 3/2/2022 MAIN CHECKING G 10100

BUCK S HARDWARE HANK  Refer 83433

Cash Payment $41.89E 602-49480-300 Professional Srvs (GENE

Invoice 1160 2/28/2022

Cash Payment $90.31E 602-49480-210 Operating Supplies (GEN

Invoice 1160 2/28/2022

$132.20TotalTransaction Date 3/2/2022 MAIN CHECKING G 10100

AE2S  Refer 83434

Cash Payment $384.75E 602-49481-303 Engineering Fees

Invoice 74396 3/2/2022

$384.75TotalTransaction Date 3/2/2022 MAIN CHECKING G 10100

UTILITY CONSULTANTS, INC  Refer 83435

Cash Payment $577.14E 602-49480-300 Professional Srvs (GENE

Invoice 111626 2/22/2022

$577.14TotalTransaction Date 3/2/2022 MAIN CHECKING G 10100

SMMPA  Refer 83437

Cash Payment $416.10E 604-49570-317 Contracted Services

Invoice INV541 2/28/2022

Cash Payment $25.50E 601-49440-310 Service Agreements

Invoice INV541 2/28/2022

$441.60TotalTransaction Date 3/2/2022 MAIN CHECKING G 10100

NORDIC ELECTRIC  Refer 83440

Cash Payment $1,068.63E 602-49480-401 Repairs/Maint Buildings

Invoice 17556 3/1/2022

$1,068.63TotalTransaction Date 3/3/2022 MAIN CHECKING G 10100

Pre-Written Checks $7,464.22

Checks to be Generated by the Computer $6,449.98

Total $13,914.20

Fund Summary
10100  MAIN CHECKING GMSB

101 GENERAL FUND $29,795.55

211 LIBRARY $2,168.91

215 LIBRARY RESTRICTED FUND $1,329.00

601 WATER $4,973.93

602 SEWER $6,682.14

604 ELECTRIC $2,258.13

609 MUNICIPAL LIQUOR FUND $52,604.60

$99,812.26



Payments

CITY OF GRAND MARAIS 03/24/22 10:38 AM

Page 1

Current Period: March 2022

Payments Batch 3-25-22 APP $16,924.58

VISA Ck# 005570E 3/11/2022Refer 83459

Cash Payment $165.66GraingerE 602-49480-240 Small Tools and Minor E

Invoice 3519 3/2/2022

Cash Payment $83.83Country Trails InnE 604-49590-330 Transportation/School

Invoice 3519 3/2/2022

$249.49TotalTransaction Date 3/11/2022 MAIN CHECKING G 10100

MN DEPT OF REVENUE-EFTPS Ck# 005573E 3/15/2022Refer 83486

Cash Payment $899.00G 601-20800 Taxes Due (State MN)

Invoice 2-144-640-672 2/28/2022

Cash Payment $14,404.00G 604-20800 Taxes Due (State MN)

Invoice 2-144-640-672 2/28/2022

$15,303.00TotalTransaction Date 3/15/2022 MAIN CHECKING G 10100

MN DEPT OF COMMERCE  Refer 83505

Cash Payment $553.69E 604-49590-390 Conservation Improveme

Invoice 1000047491 3/1/2022

$553.69TotalTransaction Date 3/16/2022 MAIN CHECKING G 10100

GRAND MARAIS AUTO PARTS, INC  Refer 83514

Cash Payment $30.332088E 604-49570-210 Operating Supplies (GEN

Invoice 2088 3/10/2022

$30.33TotalTransaction Date 3/16/2022 MAIN CHECKING G 10100

ARROWHEAD COOPERATIVE  Refer 83538

Cash Payment $612.84Rosebush Area Outage AssistanceE 604-49570-317 Contracted Services

Invoice 28468 2/16/2022

$612.84TotalTransaction Date 3/21/2022 MAIN CHECKING G 10100

WEX BANK Ck# 005581E 3/25/2022Refer 83542

Cash Payment $149.76E 601-49440-212 Motor Fuels

Invoice 79439429 3/15/2022

Cash Payment $16.21E 604-49570-212 Motor Fuels

Invoice 79433253 3/15/2022

Cash Payment $4.63E 601-49440-212 Motor Fuels

Invoice 79433253 3/15/2022

Cash Payment $4.63E 602-49490-212 Motor Fuels

Invoice 79433253 3/15/2022

$175.23TotalTransaction Date 3/21/2022 MAIN CHECKING G 10100



Payments

CITY OF GRAND MARAIS 03/24/22 10:38 AM

Page 2

Current Period: March 2022

Pre-Written Checks $15,727.72

Checks to be Generated by the Computer $1,196.86

Total $16,924.58

Fund Summary
10100  MAIN CHECKING GMSB

101 GENERAL FUND $30,104.75

211 LIBRARY $28.00

601 WATER $1,053.39

602 SEWER $170.29

604 ELECTRIC $15,700.90

609 MUNICIPAL LIQUOR FUND $77,842.91

$124,900.24



Payments

CITY OF GRAND MARAIS 03/24/22 10:37 AM

Page 1

Current Period: March 2022

Payments Batch 03-31-22AP $519,503.26

COMO OIL & PROPANE  Refer 83460

Cash Payment $645.81E 602-49490-212 Motor Fuels

Invoice 1506472563 3/2/2022

Cash Payment $682.01E 602-49480-217 Heating Fuel

Invoice 1506575528 3/16/2022

$1,327.82TotalTransaction Date 3/14/2022 MAIN CHECKING G 10100

FS3, INC  Refer 83461

Cash Payment $295.39E 604-49570-220 Repair/Maint Supply (GE

Invoice 76522 3/2/2022

$295.39TotalTransaction Date 3/14/2022 MAIN CHECKING G 10100

FLOW MEASUREMENT AND CONT  Refer 83462

Cash Payment $332.83E 601-49420-210 Operating Supplies (GEN

Invoice 1513 1/19/2022

$332.83TotalTransaction Date 3/14/2022 MAIN CHECKING G 10100

EHLERS  Refer 83463

Cash Payment $115,000.0039242E 604-47032-601 Debt Srv Bond Principal

Invoice 70311 3/14/2022

Cash Payment $7,125.0039242E 604-47032-611 Bond Interest

Invoice 70311 3/14/2022

Cash Payment $190,000.0038514E 604-47030-601 Debt Srv Bond Principal

Invoice 70310 3/14/2022

Cash Payment $4,812.5038514E 604-47030-611 Bond Interest

Invoice 70310 3/14/2022

Cash Payment $475.0070153-PAE 604-47030-620 Fiscal Agent s Fees

Invoice 70153 3/14/2022

$317,412.50TotalTransaction Date 3/14/2022

ROTH, MIKE  Refer 83465

Cash Payment $482.37PRESTON, MN-ELECTRICE 604-49590-330 Transportation/School

Invoice 3/10/2022

$482.37TotalTransaction Date 3/14/2022 MAIN CHECKING G 10100

STUART C IRBY CO  Refer 83468

Cash Payment $463.91113679E 604-49570-210 Operating Supplies (GEN

Invoice S012889222.01 3/9/2022

Cash Payment $127.88113679E 604-49570-210 Operating Supplies (GEN

Invoice S012747786.007 3/14/2022

$591.79TotalTransaction Date 3/14/2022 MAIN CHECKING G 10100

GRAND MARAIS MOTORS  Refer 83469

Cash Payment $579.35E 602-49451-404 Repairs/Maint Machinery

Invoice 82099 3/10/2022

$579.35TotalTransaction Date 3/14/2022 MAIN CHECKING G 10100

STEVE S SPORTS AND AUTO  Refer 83473

Cash Payment $23.941160E 602-49480-210 Operating Supplies (GEN

Invoice 298827 3/8/2022

$23.94TotalTransaction Date 3/14/2022 MAIN CHECKING G 10100



Payments

CITY OF GRAND MARAIS 03/24/22 10:37 AM

Page 2

Current Period: March 2022

FERGUSON WATERWORKS#2518  Refer 83474

Cash Payment $526.08E 601-49430-220 Repair/Maint Supply (GE

Invoice 0486927-2 3/1/2022

Cash Payment $2,759.30E 601-49430-220 Repair/Maint Supply (GE

Invoice 0489381 3/4/2022

Cash Payment $367.66E 601-49430-220 Repair/Maint Supply (GE

Invoice 0490158 3/8/2022

Cash Payment $511.42E 601-49430-220 Repair/Maint Supply (GE

Invoice 0489803-1 3/7/2022

Cash Payment $455.98E 601-49430-220 Repair/Maint Supply (GE

Invoice 0489803 3/4/2022

Cash Payment $610.37E 601-49430-220 Repair/Maint Supply (GE

Invoice 0490162 3/8/2022

Cash Payment -$455.98E 601-49430-220 Repair/Maint Supply (GE

Invoice CM036213 3/9/2022

Cash Payment -$576.13E 601-49430-220 Repair/Maint Supply (GE

Invoice PY0486927*1 2/28/2022

$4,198.70TotalTransaction Date 3/14/2022 MAIN CHECKING G 10100

LOCATORS & SUPPLIES, INC  Refer 83475

Cash Payment $238.48E 604-49570-210 Operating Supplies (GEN

Invoice 0298072-IN 3/8/2022

$238.48TotalTransaction Date 3/14/2022 MAIN CHECKING G 10100

SMMPA Ck# 005571E 3/14/2022Refer 83476

Cash Payment $172,559.59E 604-49560-388 Purchase Power

Invoice INV555 2/28/2022

$172,559.59TotalTransaction Date 3/14/2022 MAIN CHECKING G 10100

ARROWHEAD COOPERATIVE Ck# 005572E 3/14/2022Refer 83482

Cash Payment $126.69E 602-49490-321 Telephone

Invoice 2121 3/1/2022

Cash Payment $108.13E 604-49551-321 Telephone

Invoice 2244 3/1/2022

$234.82TotalTransaction Date 3/14/2022 MAIN CHECKING G 10100

COOK COUNTY HOME CENTER  Refer 83483

Cash Payment $191.461160E 602-49480-240 Small Tools and Minor E

Invoice 309101-375 2/28/2022

Cash Payment $51.991160E 601-49420-240 Small Tools and Minor E

Invoice 309405 2/28/2022

Cash Payment $88.162088E 604-49570-220 Repair/Maint Supply (GE

Invoice 309639 2/28/2022

$331.61TotalTransaction Date 3/14/2022 MAIN CHECKING G 10100

WEX BANK  Refer 83484

Cash Payment $10.67E 604-49570-212 Motor Fuels

Invoice 888676 2/28/2022

Cash Payment $3.05E 601-49440-212 Motor Fuels

Invoice 888676 2/28/2022

Cash Payment $3.05E 602-49490-212 Motor Fuels

Invoice 888676 2/28/2022



Payments

CITY OF GRAND MARAIS 03/24/22 10:37 AM

Page 3

Current Period: March 2022

$16.77TotalTransaction Date 3/14/2022 MAIN CHECKING G 10100

HACH COMPANY  Refer 83492

Cash Payment $174.72E 602-49451-220 Repair/Maint Supply (GE

Invoice 12920196 3/8/2022

$174.72TotalTransaction Date 3/16/2022 MAIN CHECKING G 10100

CENTURYLINK  Refer 83493

Cash Payment $69.36E 601-49440-321 Telephone

Invoice 218D24-1001916 3/1/2022

Cash Payment -$30.52E 601-49440-321 Telephone

Invoice 218387-1788 617 3/1/2022

Cash Payment $69.36E 601-49440-321 Telephone

Invoice 218D24-1002213 3/1/2022

$108.20TotalTransaction Date 3/16/2022 MAIN CHECKING G 10100

HAWKINS, INC.  Refer 83494

Cash Payment $649.39E 601-49420-218 Operating Supplies- Che

Invoice 6138123 3/8/2022

$649.39TotalTransaction Date 3/16/2022 MAIN CHECKING G 10100

NEON LINK  Refer 83497

Cash Payment $452.64E 604-49590-310 Service Agreements

Invoice 2225 3/4/2022

Cash Payment $127.31E 601-49440-310 Service Agreements

Invoice 2225 3/4/2022

Cash Payment $127.30E 602-49490-310 Service Agreements

Invoice 2225 3/4/2022

$707.25TotalTransaction Date 3/16/2022 MAIN CHECKING G 10100

US BANK  Refer 83498

Cash Payment $538.50E 601-47027-611 Bond Interest

Invoice 172 3/16/2022

Cash Payment $142.27E 601-47027-620 Fiscal Agent s Fees

Invoice 172 3/16/2022

$680.77TotalTransaction Date 3/16/2022 MAIN CHECKING G 10100

GOPHER STATE ONE CALL  Refer 83512

Cash Payment $4.05E 601-49440-230 State Fees

Invoice 2020995 2/28/2022

$4.05TotalTransaction Date 3/16/2022 MAIN CHECKING G 10100

TEAM LABORATORY CHEMICAL C  Refer 83517

Cash Payment $1,252.50E 602-49451-210 Operating Supplies (GEN

Invoice INV0029472 3/11/2022

$1,252.50TotalTransaction Date 3/17/2022 MAIN CHECKING G 10100

JAVA MOOSE  Refer 83540

Cash Payment $120.00E 604-49590-200 Office Supplies (GENER

Invoice 1076 3/18/2022

$120.00TotalTransaction Date 3/21/2022 MAIN CHECKING G 10100

ALLIED GENERATORS  Refer 83550

Cash Payment $14,115.42E 604-49551-317 Contracted Services

Invoice 29742 3/15/2022



Payments

CITY OF GRAND MARAIS 03/24/22 10:37 AM

Page 4

Current Period: March 2022

Cash Payment $2,960.00E 604-49551-317 Contracted Services

Invoice 28641 3/15/2022

$17,075.42TotalTransaction Date 3/23/2022 MAIN CHECKING G 10100

COAST TO COAST COMP PRODUC  Refer 83557

Cash Payment $105.00E 602-49490-200 Office Supplies (GENER

Invoice 2757512 3/21/2022

$105.00TotalTransaction Date 3/24/2022 MAIN CHECKING G 10100

Pre-Written Checks $172,794.41

Checks to be Generated by the Computer $346,708.85

Total $519,503.26

Fund Summary
  

604 ELECTRIC $317,412.50

609 MUNICIPAL LIQUOR FUND $263.40

$317,675.90

10100  MAIN CHECKING GMSB

101 GENERAL FUND $15,162.22

211 LIBRARY $2,357.46

215 LIBRARY RESTRICTED FUND $308.30

601 WATER $6,156.29

602 SEWER $3,911.83

604 ELECTRIC $192,022.64

609 MUNICIPAL LIQUOR FUND $550.00

$220,468.74



City of Grand Marais

MEMO
TO: Grand Marais Public Utilities Commission
FROM: Jeff Eliasen
DATE: March 31, 2022
SUBJECT: Substation Maintainence

In January 2022 the line department noticed that the digital interface on the circuit
recloser for the power plant was blank. As we were performing a monthly exercise
test, the generators could not sync to the substation. We called GRE and they sent a
crew to assess the problem and it was determined we would need a new digital
interface, and the other two reclosers, in the substation should also be changed, the
cost of that service was $2500. It had to be engineered first so an engineering firm
that was recommended by SMMPA came to do that. We have not received an
invoice for that service yet. The cost of replacement parts for the three reclosers
will be $24360. GRE will be doing the installation and as of now we do not have a
quote on labor cost, but we estimate $5,000-10,000. The Scheduled ship date for
equipment is April 20th and installation is scheduled for April 25.

There is another issue with the porcelain insulators on the substation of which
there are 135. The issue is that they are randomly breaking and should be replaced
with polymer insulators the estimated cost is 20,900 for parts. Labor has not been
determined. We are going to contact GRE to discuss the urgency of this project





City of Grand Marais

MEMO
TO: Grand Marais Public Utilities Commission
FROM: Patrick Knight, Communications Director
DATE: March 31, 2022
SUBJECT: Tom Bovitz Memorial Scholarship

Each year the  Grand Marais Public Utilities Commision partners with Minnesota
Municipal Utilities Association to provide a scholarship essay contest for
graduating seniors of  Cook County High School who seeking post-secondary
education.

Entries are to interpret in 500-750 words one or more aspects of the theme,
“Municipal utilities: good for all of us.” This applies to municipal electric and
natural gas utilities. Judges are to look particularly for originality and the relevance
of the theme to the writer and his/her city.

The winners locally receive $500, $300, and  $200 dollars respectively, and the first
place winner is submitted to a statewide competition for $2000, $1500, $1000 and
$500

At your meeting we will determine a 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place essay and announce
the winners.

Please come to the meeting with a rank order for the four essays included in this
packet.
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