AGENDA
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

May 6, 2020
3:00 P.M.
. Call to Order
. Roll Call
. Approve Consent Agenda

1. Approve Agenda
2. Approve Meeting Minutes
3. Payments Report

. MMUA Tom Bovits Memorial Scholarship

. Emergency Update

. Adjourn



Public Utilities Commission Special Meeting
Minutes
April 15, 2020

Meeting was called to order by Chair George Wilkes at 3:01 p.m.

Members present: Tim Kennedy, Annie Possis, and George Wilkes
Absent:
Staff Present: Mike Roth and Patrick Knight

Motion by Kennedy, seconded by Possis to approve the Agenda; March 4th, 2020 Minutes;
and Payment of Bills. Approved unanimously.

Mike Roth presented the background of the rate study and the history of getting a proposal. The
Commission discussed the benefits and goals of the rate study proposal.

Motion by Possis, seconded by Kennedy to approve the contract as presented with Dave
Berg Consulting, LL.C. Approved unanimously.

Mike Roth presented an update on the City/PUC staff response to Covid-19. The Commission
decided to wave late fees and shutoffs until the end of the City’s emergency declaration. The

Commission asked that staff make an announcement about late fees and cold weather protection.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 3:28 p.m.
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Payments
(ity of Grand Marais
y Current Period: April 2020
Payments Batch 4-24-20 APP  $231.21
Refer 79768 FURTHER Ck# 004907E 4/21/2020
Cash Payment E 602-49480-131 Employer Paid Health $231.21
Invoice 39404383 4/18/2020
Transaction Date 4/20/2020 Due 4/20/2020 MAIN CHECKING G 10100 Total $231.21
Fund Summary
10100 MAIN CHECKING GMSB
101 GENERAL FUND $22,066.06
602 SEWER $231.21
609 MUNICIPAL LIQUOR FUND $30,916.75
$53,214.02
Pre-Written Checks $231.21
Checks to be Generated by the Computer $0.00
Total $231.21
Payments Batch 4-30-20 AP $171,760.17
Refer 79740 SMMPA Ck# 004901E 4/27/2020
Cash Payment E 604-49560-388 Purchase Power $143,798.02
Invoice MARCH 2020 4/1/2020
Transaction Date 4/10/2020 Due 4/10/2020 MAIN CHECKING G 10100 Total $143,798.02
Refer 79741 CENTURYLINK _
Cash Payment E 601-49440-321 Telephone $56.83
Invoice 218 387-1788 4/1/2020
Cash Payment E 601-49440-321 Telephone $69.36
Invoice 218 D24-1002 4/1/2020
Cash Payment E 601-49440-321 Telephone $69.36
Invoice 218 D24-1001 4/1/2020
Transaction Date 4/10/2020 Due 4/10/2020 MAIN CHECKING G 10100 Total $195.55
Refer 79742 STUART C IRBY CO _
Cash Payment E 604-49570-210 Operating Supplies (GEN $90.56
Invoice S011863356.001 4/9/2020
Transaction Date 4/10/2020 Due 4/10/2020 MAIN CHECKING G 10100 Total $90.56
Refer 79745 UTILITY CONSULTANTS, INC _
Cash Payment E 602-49480-300 Professional Srvs (GENE $541.12
Invoice 104681 3/31/2020
Transaction Date 4/10/2020 Due 4/10/2020 MAIN CHECKING G 10100 Total $541.12
Refer 79746 BUCK S HARDWARE HANK _
Cash Payment E 604-49570-227 Utility Maint Supplies $19.31
Invoice 1848 4/1/2020
Cash Payment E 604-49570-220 Repair/Maint Supply (GE $47.76
Invoice 2088 4/1/2020
Cash Payment E 602-49480-300 Professional Srvs (GENE $34.31
Invoice 1160 4/1/2020
Transaction Date 4/10/2020 Due 4/10/2020 MAIN CHECKING G 10100 Total $101.38
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Payments

(ity of Grand Marais

Current Period: April 2020

Refer 79747 MMUA _

Cash Payment E 604-49590-317 Contracted Services

Invoice 55318 4/3/2020

Transaction Date 4/10/2020 Due 4/10/2020 MAIN CHECKING G 10100
Refer 79748 COOK COUNTY HOME CENTER

Cash Payment E 602-49480-210 Operating Supplies (GEN

Invoice 1160 3/31/2020

Transaction Date 4/10/2020 Due 4/10/2020 MAIN CHECKING G 10100
Refer 79749 MPCA-FISCAL SVC _

Cash Payment E 604-49551-439 Licenses AIR ANNUAL FEE

Invoice 10000097187 4/8/2020

Transaction Date 4/10/2020 Due 4/10/2020 MAIN CHECKING G 10100
Refer 79753 BOBCAT OF DULUTH, INC. _

Cash Payment E 604-49570-220 Repair/Maint Supply (GE

Invoice 39683 4/1/2020

Cash Payment E 601-49430-404 Repairs/Maint Machinery

Invoice 39683 4/1/2020

Cash Payment E 602-49451-404 Repairs/Maint Machinery

Invoice 39683 4/1/2020

Transaction Date 4/10/2020 Due 4/10/2020 MAIN CHECKING G 10100
Refer 79756 LOCATORS & SUPPLIES, INC _

Cash Payment E 604-49570-210 Operating Supplies (GEN

Invoice 0283331-IN 4/1/2020

Transaction Date 4/10/2020 Due 4/10/2020 MAIN CHECKING G 10100
Refer 79757 STEVE S SPORTS AND AUTO

Cash Payment E 602-49480-210 Operating Supplies (GEN

Invoice 285119 4/8/2020

Transaction Date 4/10/2020 Due 4/10/2020 MAIN CHECKING G 10100
Refer 79758 NORTH SHORE WASTE _

Cash Payment E 602-49480-384 Refuse/Garbage Disposa

Invoice 71470 3/31/2020

Transaction Date 4/10/2020 Due 4/10/2020 MAIN CHECKING G 10100
Refer 79760 PSN _

Cash Payment E 604-49590-432 Credit Card Charges

Invoice 214274 4/3/2020

Cash Payment E 601-49440-432 Credit Card Charges

Invoice 214274 4/3/2020

Cash Payment E 602-49490-432 Credit Card Charges

Invoice 214274 4/3/2020

Transaction Date 4/10/2020 Due 4/10/2020 MAIN CHECKING G 10100
Refer 79795 JAVA MOOSE _

Cash Payment E 604-49590-200 Office Supplies (GENER

Invoice 992 4/16/2020

Transaction Date 4/23/2020 Due 4/23/2020 MAIN CHECKING G 10100

Refer 79796 TOSHIBA BUSINESS SOLUTIONS
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$450.00

Total

$450.00

$23.99

Total

$23.99

$461.28

Total

$461.28

$387.10

$110.60

$110.60

Total

$608.30

$69.19

Total

$69.19

$44.70

Total

$44.70

$184.86

Total

$184.86

$388.64

$109.50

$109.50

Total

$607.64

$55.00

Total

$55.00
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CITY OF GRAND MARAIS

Payments

Current Period: April 2020

Invoice 5242187 4/9/2020

Cash Payment E 601-49440-200 Office Supplies (GENER

Invoice 5242187 4/9/2020

Cash Payment E 602-49490-200 Office Supplies (GENER

Invoice 5242187 4/9/2020

Cash Payment E 604-49590-200 Office Supplies (GENER

Invoice 5242189 4/9/2020

Cash Payment E 601-49440-200 Office Supplies (GENER

Invoice 5242189 4/9/2020

Cash Payment E 602-49490-200 Office Supplies (GENER

Invoice 5242189 4/9/2020

Transaction Date 4/23/2020 Due 4/23/2020 MAIN CHECKING G 10100
Refer 79797 FERGUSON WATERWORKS#2518 _

Cash Payment E 601-49430-220 Repair/Maint Supply (GE

Invoice 0452448 4/13/2020

Transaction Date 4/23/2020 Due 4/23/2020 MAIN CHECKING G 10100
Refer 79798 VIRGINIA RUBBER CORP _

Cash Payment E 601-49430-210 Operating Supplies (GEN

Invoice 370678A 4/10/2020

Transaction Date 4/23/2020 Due 4/23/2020 MAIN CHECKING G 10100
Refer 79799 EDWIN E. THORESON, INC.

Cash Payment E 601-49430-317 Contracted Services

Invoice 27426 4/17/2020

Transaction Date 4/23/2020 Due 4/23/2020 MAIN CHECKING G 10100
Refer 79800 MCMILLAN OUTDOOR & TREE SE

Cash Payment E 604-49570-317 Contracted Services

Invoice 1838 4/22/2020

Transaction Date 4/23/2020 Due 4/23/2020 MAIN CHECKING G 10100
Refer 79801 RESCO _

Cash Payment E 604-49570-210 Operating Supplies (GEN

Invoice 783847-00 4/22/2020

Transaction Date 4/23/2020 Due 4/23/2020 MAIN CHECKING G 10100
Refer 79802 NORDIC ELECTRIC _

Cash Payment E 604-49570-317 Contracted Services

Invoice 16708 4/22/2020

Transaction Date 4/23/2020 Due 4/23/2020 MAIN CHECKING G 10100
Refer 79803 ULINE _

Cash Payment E 604-49570-210 Operating Supplies (GEN

Invoice 118495920 3/30/2020

Transaction Date 4/23/2020 Due 4/23/2020 MAIN CHECKING G 10100
Refer 79805 TEAM LABORATORY CHEMICAL C

Cash Payment E 602-49480-210 Operating Supplies (GEN

Invoice INV0020112 4/9/2020

Transaction Date 4/23/2020 Due 4/23/2020 MAIN CHECKING G 10100

Refer 79807 US BANK
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$41.21

$11.59

$11.59

$12.28

$3.45

$3.45

Total

$83.57

$1,165.78

Total

$1,165.78

$337.85

Total

$337.85

$2,179.00

Total

$2,179.00

$460.60

Total

$460.60

$258.42

Total

$258.42

$510.00

Total

$510.00

$199.38

Total

$199.38

$2,223.00

Total

$2,223.00
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Payments
(ity of Grand Marais
y Current Period: April 2020
Cash Payment E 601-47027-601 Debt Srv Bond Principal $15,000.00
Invoice LOAN PAY #149  4/16/2020
Cash Payment E 601-47027-611 Bond Interest $718.00
Invoice LOAN PAY #149  4/16/2020
Cash Payment E 601-47027-620 Fiscal Agent s Fees $188.38
Invoice LOAN PAY #149  4/16/2020
Transaction Date 4/23/2020 Due 4/23/2020 MAIN CHECKING G 10100 Total $15,906.38
Refer 79810 T & RELECTRIC _
Cash Payment E 604-49570-317 Contracted Services $423.00
Invoice 80954 4/10/2020
Transaction Date 4/23/2020 Due 4/23/2020 MAIN CHECKING G 10100 Total $423.00
Refer 79811 AMERICAN SAFETY UTILITY CORP _
Cash Payment E 604-49570-210 Operating Supplies (GEN $61.80
Invoice 408222 3/30/2020
Transaction Date 4/23/2020 Due 4/23/2020 MAIN CHECKING G 10100 Total $61.80
Refer 79813 HAWKINS, INC. _
Cash Payment E 601-49420-218 Operating Supplies- Che $635.80
Invoice 4691515 4/1/2020
Transaction Date 4/23/2020 Due 4/23/2020 MAIN CHECKING G 10100 Total $635.80
Refer 79815 COAST TO COAST COMP PRODUC _
Cash Payment E 602-49490-200 Office Supplies (GENER $84.00
Invoice A2116987 4/1/2020
Transaction Date 4/23/2020 Due 4/23/2020 MAIN CHECKING G 10100 Total $84.00
Fund Summary
10100 MAIN CHECKING GMSB
101 GENERAL FUND $41,535.69
211 LIBRARY $2,409.76
215 LIBRARY RESTRICTED FUND $17,360.30
601 WATER $20,655.50
602 SEWER $3,371.12
604 ELECTRIC $147,733.55
609 MUNICIPAL LIQUOR FUND $750.82
$233,816.74
Pre-Written Checks $143,798.02
Checks to be Generated by the Computer $27,962.15
Total $171,760.17
Payments Batch EFTPS $25.00
Refer 0 GRAND MARAIS STATE BANK Ck# 004881E 2/28/2002
Cash Payment E 604-49590-431 Bank Charges $12.50
Invoice Direct Deposit 2/28/2002
Cash Payment E 601-49440-430 Miscellaneous (GENERA $6.25
Invoice Direct Deposit 2/28/2002
Cash Payment E 602-49490-430 Miscellaneous (GENERA $6.25

Invoice Direct Deposit 2/28/2002
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Payments
L] L]
(ity of Grand Marais
Current Period: Recur Batch
Transaction Date 12/4/2013 MAIN CHECKING G 10100 Total $25.00

Fund Summary
10100 MAIN CHECKING GMSB

101 GENERAL FUND $3,168.46
601 WATER $6.25
602 SEWER $6.25
604 ELECTRIC $12.50
609 MUNICIPAL LIQUOR FUND $2,844.42
$6,037.88

Pre-Written Checks $25.00

Checks to be Generated by the Computer $0.00

Total $25.00




City of Grand Marais

MEMO

TO: Grand Marais Public Utilities Commission
FROM: Patrick W. Knight, Communications Director
DATE: April 30, 2020

SUBJECT: Tom Bovits Memorial Scholarship

Attached please find five essays written by Cook County highschool students.
Entrants were to interpret one or more aspects of the theme, “Municipal utilities:
good for all of us.” This applies to municipal electric and natural gas utilities.
Judges will look particularly for originality and the relevance of the theme to the
writer and his/her city.

Please select the top three essays and rank them in order. Bring your results to
your May 6th meeting and the Commision will select 1st, 2nd and 8rd place
winners receiving $500, $300 and $200 respectively.



- essay 1

Municipal utilities are services provided to a city that maintains the infrastructure for
public services. Such as water services, natural gas, electricity, and disposal of sewage. Public
utilities are extremely important because you can use them at any time of the day and they
overall make life easier. For instance, every building within a city has electricity, running water,
and nearly all are heated during the winter, except for something like a garage or shed. None of
these luxuries would be available to those within the city if public utilities didn’t exist.

From that end, if public services were to be taken from all in the cities many people
could probably not survive. Mainly due to intense winters, the absence of water, and unable to
dispose of sewage. Winters would especially be miserable without any utilities; no heat, running
water, electricity, and no way to dispose of sewage. These wintery areas most important service
for the winter is definitely natural gas. Without it people could literally freeze to death and would
have no way of cooking anything like on an oven top. In turn, this would result in a horrible
living situation that wouldn't even be fit to live in, but that's on a large scale. Overall, the effect
on society if these necessities were ever to be lost would be catastrophic.

Public services also provided hundreds to thousands of jobs depending on the scale of the
city or town. As stated before, if these services were taken it would not only create poor living
quality, but it would also kill the economy. There is even the possibility that the economy could
be wiped out completely. Unemployment would skyrocket because there would be no city
workers to operate the important machinery to keep the cities “running.” For example, sewage
plants would be shut down, water treatment facilities would be shut down, electrical turbines
would be shut down, and no more natural gas as well. Therefore, this then again would generate

a domino effect because without any of these it would most likely affect every industry on the
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market. For instance, this is mainly due to the fact that people like factory workers won’t be able
to go to the bathroom at work or even work inside a heated building without these services.
Municipal services provide electricity, running water, propane, and sewage disposal to
your home at the tips of your fingers. These services created tons of jobs to stimulate the
economy and make up a general base for life in society today. Services like these used to be
unheard of and society today is mainly based on them. In which portrays the fact of the extreme
importance of these municipal services. Overall, society would most likely not flourish without

these public services on hand.



essay 2’

Municipal Utilities: Good for All of Us

Municipal utilities are good and efficient for all because it saves money and is simpler
than having to install your own septect and other utilities. They save money by not having to pay
for resources and the labor of installing utilities, everyone simply connects their utilities to one
and pays into an association. Sharing local utilities is better for the environment because it's all
going to one place rather than multiple locations that need to be transported.

Utilities are safer for people, keeping clean and healthy is our biggest concern towards
viruses and infection. Many third world countries are suffering from viral infections and diseases
simply from not having a bathroom and clean water. Being able to use the restroom and have our
waste go to one specific spot makes the spread of diseases less likely to infect animals and
humans. Clean water is a necessity of everyday life. Clean water reduces the chance of sickness
because the water is clean and won't have any bacteria in it.

Because of where we live, it is very crucial to have heat and air conditioning. Heat is the
number one utility used in a home in Minnesota. Temperatures can drop down to -60 degrees and
without heat, we could die of hypothermia. Air conditioning is really needed for the very dry and
hot places, unlike northern Minnesota. People with multi sclerosis or MS, like my grandma, have
trouble regulating their body temperatures and need to have access to a mdre proper heating and
air condition to their houses. For elderly people who live in nursing homes, heat is very
important. Elderly people lose fat and muscle tissue because of immobility and cannot insulate

their bodies.
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Since my single mom struggles with paying the bills, our local utility company is very
understanding and gives out financial aid to help lower income families, like my family, to give
assistance in paying our utility bills. There have been times where we wouldn't have heat and
water, Utilities are definitely taken for granted, especially with people that have the money and
don't have to worry about it. Parts of the United States struggle at providing utilities and are left
to fend for themselves; with financial aid, we can help those in need.

Overall, public utilities make life more simple. The risk of infection and disease have
dropped with having access to proper sewage systems and clean water. It's important to have
clean and sanitary water to keep our bodies free from illness. Sewage systems are important to
keep people healthy and public utilities save people lots of money because they don't need to
install their own septic tanks. Heat and air conditioning are very important depending on the
environment you live in. Minnesota is a place that requires a good heat system in the winter.
Many people with different diseases have trouble controlling their body heat. That's why

municipal utilities are good for all of us!



essay 3

Public Utilities: Good for All of Us

Public utilities is something that most of us probably take for granted. I know that I have
not given public utilities a lot of thought growing up in the small town of Grand Marais,
Minnesota. I always had clean water to drink right out of the tap, and lights that I could turn off
and on with a switch, and my town was always clean and sanitary. I realize now that these things
are a great privilege, and not something to take lightly.

In our town, we have the privilege of drinking clean, pure Lake Superior water. It tastes
good, and it’s very clean. There are many people in the world who have to walk miles to get
water, and some of the time, it’s not even clean water. This makes it extremely hard for them to
stay healthy, to clean their dishes and wash themselves and their clothes. Some people are not
able to shower, when we can take multiple showers in a day, and still not run out of water.
Knowing this, my family has tried to limit the amount of water that we use daily, so that we are
helping to conserve water, which is probably our most important resource.

Also, public utilities include the town septic system. There are many places where
sewage is not taken care of properly, leading to unsanitary conditions and illnesses. When people
are not able to dispose of their sewage, it can cause huge problems. Sewage can end up in rivers
and lakes and harm the water and the aquatic wildlife. There are many big cities all over the

world, and even in our own country, that have problems with sewage. Every time we flush our
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toilets, we don’t have to worry about where the waste water is going. We can trust the septic
system to take it where it needs to go without polluting our streets, town, and drinking water.

Our town also depends on electricity for many things, probably the most important one
being heat for our homes, especially with our cold winters. Also, it is a privilege to be able to
have lights on at night, in order to do homework or read. When our power goes out and we have
to use flashlights or light candles, we realize how dependent we are on electricity. It shows us
what it’s like for people who don’t have electricity. We’ve never had to go without power for
very long, because our town has done a good job getting electricity working quickly. Also, 1
know that our town has programs that help people who need assistance in paying for their
utilities bill. This is helpful for many families who are struggling financially.

In conclusion, public utilities are very important to every town member, even though
many of us never think about it. We should never take the privilege of having clean water, heat,
lighting, and a septic system for granted. I am very thankful to have grown up in a town where I

have access to all of these things.



“essay 4

The Grand Marais Public Utility Commission is a Municipal Utility providing water,
sewer and electricity to the residents of Grand Marais. However, since the city is the most
developed area in Cook County, it serves the entire county population and the thousands of
tourists that visit each year. When couched in these terms, it is easy to understand how the PUC
is not only good for Grand Marais residents, but essential to a healthy and prosperous future for
Cook County. Although Municipal Utilities are important everywhere, they are especially

important in a rural community like Grand Marais.

We need the PUC to provide utilities such as water, sewage, and electricity to open and
run businesses. Water contributes to food production, dishwashing, cleaning, and handwashing.
Sewage is necessary for businesses and restaurants in order to make them legal. Electricity is
needed to run stoves, ovens, and many other pieces of equipment used to cook a meal, as well as
to provide light. Without these basic utilities, our restaurants and businesses would be unable to

operate, and, to top it off, having public utilities makes it all affordable.

Water and electricity are essential for our hospital, fire department, and for law
enforcement. Electricity is needed to power the technology used in all three places, which is
important in order to locate emergencies and get there as fast as possible. Water is needed to
keep our hospitals clean, and provide the best service they can to patients. Our fire departments
use water to put out fires, and police need electricity, water, and sewer to serve the local law

enforcement center.

Basic municipal utilities provide the opportunity to live in affordable homes. Without

these basic utilities, homeowners would have to dig their own wells and septic systems and
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produce their own electricity, which most people cannot afford. The Grand Marais PUC
provides the infrastructure needed to build apartment buildings, which provides much needed
affordable housing options. With the availability of affordable housing, Grand Marais can attract
and keep families in the area. To keep a productive community, we need families. We need
families to keep our schools full, and to provide staff for our local businesses. Without the

participation of kids and parents, our town would not be able to survive.

Municipal Utilities like Grand Marais PUC provide more benefits than just sewer, gas,
and water. The PUC is owned by the city. The managers and employees know the community,
and the needs of the community, making them able to develop plans to meet those needs. The
local location makes the company more accessible, and therefore makes it easier to address
issues and problems that arise. Customers can easily get to the offices to report problems and
PUC workers can quickly respond. Having a local utilities company also keeps money in the
community. Providing good wages for local employees encourages spending in the community.
and supports economic development. A portion of the utility payments remain in the community

to fund the local PUC - which continues to support the local needs.

Life as we know it could not exist without municipal utilities. Creating a healthy
community starts from the ground up. And that is exactly what the Grand Marais Public Utility
Commiision, and all Municipal Utilities, do. They provide for restaurants, businesses, hospitals,

law enforcement, fire rescue, and families, all things needed to maintain our community.



essay 5

Every time we flip a lightswitch, turn on the stove, or simply wash our hands, we can
thank municipal utilities. These are the dedicated people who provide electricity, water, natural
gas and more to people all over Minnesota. Municipal utilities exist for service, not profit, and
this is what makes them affordable and efficient, especially because they are owned and operated
by members of our own community. Long-term, Minnesota Municipal Utilities has community
in mind--they are here to create a safer, greener, and more accessible future with public utilities.

The small-town aspect of municipal utilities is very important. Employers and employees
alike know their customers personally, and are always available to address a complaint or
emergency right away. It is relieving for customers to be able to have their utility contact on
hand, rather than going through multiple offices or headquarters. Especially in Minnesota’s rural
areas, having reliable ways to manage electricity and gas can save not only money, but time and
resources. While no utility company is immune to burst pipes or power outages, it is most
important that the company is diligent and hardworking to fix these issues--which is true of our
municipal utilities.

One of the most beneficial aspects of municipal utilities is the fact that they keep money
in the community, helping to support a strong economy and workforce for everyone. Local
ownership means that the money generated goes back into the community. This also means local
employment, which provides many stable jobs for community members. Not only are profits put

back into the community, but prices are kept low enough for everyone to afford them, providing
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incentive to use public utilities. Money is returned back to the city every year, which benefits
everyone by supporting community programs.

Voicing concerns with public utilities is a process that is unmatched by private utility
companies. Because of local control, the city decides how to meet the public’s goals, no matter
what they are. Minnesota Municipal Utilities wants to make customers happy, and are dedicated
to supporting all of their customers. This creates a safe, democratic system, where all voices can
be heard and appreciated.

Municipal utilities not only benefit the public, but they benefit the environment as well.
Our utilities are committed to using EnergyStar appliances, which are certified to be energy
efficient by the EPA. They strive to get power from cleaner sources, as well as providing
incentives to use LED and other efficient light sources. The environmental concern by public
utilities exemplifies the common theme of “People over Profit” that can be seen in all aspects of
municipal utilities.

As a consumer of the resources provided by Minnesota Municipal Utilities, I feel safe
knowing I am being prioritized. My community benefits immensely economically, socially, and
environmentally, and we are proud to use utilities that can provide these benefits. There is

something special about utilities managed by real people with real values.



