
AGENDA 

GRAND MARAIS PLANNING COMMISSION 

October 3, 2018, 4:00 P.M. 

 

 

 

 

 

A. CALL TO ORDER 

 

B. ROLL CALL 

 

C. ADOPT AGENDA 

 

D. APPROVE MINUTES 

 

E. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

1. Hamilton Variance 

 

2. Berner Variance 

 

F. OLD BUSINESS 

 

1. Lodging on First Floor in DW Zone 

 

2. Public Engagement Strategy 

 

G. NEW BUSINESS 

 
 

ADJOURN 

 



Planning Commission 

Minutes 

August 21, 2018 

 

Meeting was called to order by Chair Tim Kennedy at 4:00 p.m. 

 

Members present:  Tim Kennedy, Stacey Hawkins, Todd Miller, and Michael Garry 

Absent:   Hal Greenwood 

Staff Present:  Mike Roth, Patrick Knight, and Haden Hinchman 

 

Motion by Garry, seconded by Miller to approve the proposed agenda. Approved unanimously. 

 

Motion by Garry, seconded by Hawkins to approve the minutes of the August 1, 2018 meeting. 

Approved unanimously.  

 

The Commission discussed the proposed ordinance changes to the Downtown Waterfront district. 

They concluded that the changes were straightforward and accomplished what the public was most 

worried about. The Commission also expressed interest in reviewing other possible changes for the 

district at a later time.  

 

Motion by Miller, seconded by Garry to recommend the approval of the ordinance changes as 

presented. Approved unanimously. 

 

Anton Moody presented his plans for the Winterstone preliminary plat. He explained the history 

of this plat and all the difficulties he’s had in putting it together. He went on to explain the 

reasoning for the unusual design and fielded questions from The Commission and neighbors of 

the plat.  

 

Motion by Garry, seconded by Hawkins to recommend the approval of the Winterstone 

preliminary plat. Approved unanimously. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 5:25 p.m. 



City of Grand Marais 

 

MEMO 
 

TO:  Grand Marais Planning Commissioners 

FROM: Mike Roth 

DATE: September 27, 2018 

SUBJECT: Hamilton Variance Request 

 

 

 

Request:  Anna and Sarah Hamilton are requesting a variance to build a 16’ wide 

residential structure on a lot 300sq’ less than the required 10,000sq’ and 25’ less than the 

required 120’ of depth. 

 

Location of Property: 902 5
th

 Avenue W, PID 80-17-4430 

 

Condition of Property: This 105’x 93’ property is zoned R-1 Permanent Residential.  

There is an existing small cabin on the property.  Neighboring 

properties include single-family homes and wooded areas. 

 

Items To Be Considered: In the City of Grand Marais a variance can be granted only if 

all of the following apply: 

 

1. The variance is in harmony with the purpose and intent of the ordinance. 

2. The variance is consistent with the comprehensive plan. 

3. The proposal seeks to use the property in a reasonable manner not permitted by 

the zoning ordinance. 

4. The plight of the landowner is due to circumstances unique to the property not 

created by the landowner. 

5. The variance, if granted, will not alter the essential character of the locality. 

 

  



Relevant Zoning Purpose Statement: 

19.04 R-1  PERMANENT RESIDENCE DISTRICT 

 

Subdivision 1. Purpose 

 

The R-1 Permanent Residence District is intended to provide a healthy, safe and attractive 

residential environment, protect property values and the environment and provide a mix of 

residential options, both seasonal and year around. 

 

 

Relevant Comprehensive Plan Section: 

 

GOALS AND POLICIES 

 

Goal 

To create a framework for public and private decision making affecting the City of Grand 

Marais that: 

 

1. Protects and enhances the natural resources of Grand Marais. 

2. Provide economic opportunity for residents. 

3. Respect the needs and desires of residents. 

4. Provide for a full mix of land uses without adverse impact. 

5. Recognizes the recreational and aesthetic value of the area to residents and visitors. 

6. Ensures consistency of actions. 

 

RESIDENTIAL AREAS 

 

Goals 

 

1. To provide a healthy, safe and attractive residential environment. 

 

2. To protect property values and the natural environment through the harmonious 

relationship of land use, highways and natural features. 

 

3. To provide a mix of residential options both seasonal and year round, and for all 

income levels 

 

Policies 

 

1. Develop low income housing. 

 

3. Develop affordable housing to draw young families to the area. 

 

10. Low intensity residential and recreational uses are preferred. 

 

14. Infill of existing residential areas should be encouraged before expansion of new 

residential areas. 











City of Grand Marais 

 

MEMO 
 

TO:  Grand Marais Planning Commissioners 

FROM: Mike Roth 

DATE: September 27, 2018 

SUBJECT: Berner Variance Request 

 

 

 

Request:  Berner Properties is requesting a variance to construct a 31.5’ tall building, taller 

than the maximum allowed height of 30’. 

 

Location of Property: Lot 16, except the South 48’ thereof, Block 21, Harbor 

Addition.  211 Wisconsin St 

 

Condition of Property: This 25’x 100’ property is zoned DW Core Downtown 

Waterfront.  The property is currently vacant, but recently 

held a single story commercial building.  Neighboring 

properties include lodging, retail, restaurant uses and parks. 

 

Items To Be Considered: In the City of Grand Marais a variance can be granted only if 

all of the following apply: 

 

1. The variance is in harmony with the purpose and intent of the ordinance. 

2. The variance is consistent with the comprehensive plan. 

3. The proposal seeks to use the property in a reasonable manner not permitted by 

the zoning ordinance. 

4. The plight of the landowner is due to circumstances unique to the property not 

created by the landowner. 

5. The variance, if granted, will not alter the essential character of the locality. 

 

  



Relevant Zoning Purpose Statement: 

19.06.10  DW CORE DOWNTOWN WATERFRONT DISTRICT 

 

Subdivision 1. Purpose 

 

The Core Downtown Waterfront district is intended to promote a mix of shops, 

restaurants and professional services that serve both the year round and seasonal or visitor 

populations.  The emphasis in this district is on commercial services as a primary function, 

where residential uses can fit as a secondary function and can add to the liveliness and 

viability of the downtown.  There is an emphasis on creating an attractive pedestrian 

environment that makes the Core Downtown and Waterfront of the City a destination in 

and of itself. New uses in this district should not detract from other existing uses. 

 

 

Relevant Comprehensive Plan Section: 

 

GOALS AND POLICIES 

 

Goal 

To create a framework for public and private decision making affecting the City of Grand 

Marais that: 

 

1. Protects and enhances the natural resources of Grand Marais. 

2. Provide economic opportunity for residents. 

3. Respect the needs and desires of residents. 

4. Provide for a full mix of land uses without adverse impact. 

5. Recognizes the recreational and aesthetic value of the area to residents and visitors. 

6. Ensures consistency of actions. 

 

Core Downtown Waterfront Concept Area: 
 
Concept description 
The core downtown waterfront district can be characterized as the historic business 

district of Grand Marais and includes the corridor along highway 61 stretching from the 

Public Library to the Folk School area.  It includes a mix of shops, restaurants and 

professional services that serve both the residential as well as tourist populations.  

Residential uses located above the first floor and lodging can be accommodated in this 

district as long as they do not conflict with the neighboring commercial uses and off-

street parking can be provided.  Residential uses can add to the year round vibrancy of 

the area. 

 

The Grand Marais core downtown waterfront district is one of the city’s primary focal 

points.  Artist Point, Harbor Park and the trail connecting to the municipal campground 

area create a continuous public waterfront access and offer an opportunity for all to enjoy 

the city’s connection with Lake Superior.  

 



Development adjacent to the waterfront should complement and enhance the experience 

of this public space.  The building design, streetscape and public spaces in this concept 

area should emphasize the pedestrian and park-like experience rather than being auto-

oriented. The eclectic mix of buildings is part of this experience. Promoting and 

enhancing a year-round connection from the Historic Downtown to the Folk School area 

is desirable. 

 

Within the core downtown waterfront concept area a design overlay district, covering key 

retail streets, puts in place standards intended to promote a vibrant commercial core.  The 

design standards are not intended to be prescriptive or limit the creativity of the 

developer. However, they are geared toward maintaining and enhancing elements of the 

existing character, identified by the community members as important, as well as 

protecting important public view corridors.  























City of Grand Marais 

 

MEMO 
 

TO:  Grand Marais Planning Commissioners 

FROM: Mike Roth 

DATE: September 27, 2018 

SUBJECT: Lodging in DW Zone, Continued 

 

 

 

The City Council passed Ordinance 2018-02, which changed first floor lodging uses in the 

DW zone from permitted to conditional uses.  During their consideration, they expressed 

concern that the changes may not fully address the issue that was being considered.  This 

position falls in line with the Planning Commission discussion that there are other issues to 

be addressed in the DW zone related to the conversation about lodging. 

 

Time is set aside on this meeting agenda to revisit the conversation about DW zoning and 

determine how the commission would like to proceed. 

 

 



Telling Asking Discussing Deciding
To provide the public with 
balanced and objective 
information to assist them in 
understanding the problem, 
alternatives, opportunities and/or 
solutions.

To obtain public feedback on 
analysis, alternatives and/or 
decisions.

To partner with the public in the 
development of alternatives and 
the identification of the preferred 
solution, to ensure that public 
concerns and aspirations are 
consistently understood and 
considered.

To place final decision making in 
the hands of the public.

Historical Sites
Zoning Change
Municipal Consent (Mndot Highway 61 
Project) March 28Th
Ordinance Change
Projects
Appointments To Boards And 
Commisions
Budget
Conditional Use Permit
Designate Depositiories Of City Funds
Land Use Permit
Master Plans (Plans) Eg Stormwater 
Management Plan
Property For Sale
Re-Zoning
Street Vacation
Variance
Sidewalk Permit
Disruption Of Utilities For Repair
All Agenda Items
Board Oppening
Capitol Improvement Plan
City Council Packets
Council Updates
Election
Employment Opening
Event Permit
Formation Of New Commitee
Meeting
Meeting Agendas
Minutes
New Board Member
Notice Of Filing For Election
Planning/Zoning Packets
Planning/Zoning Specific Issues
Special Meetings
Zone Info
Work Session
Property For Lease
Proposals
Public Hearing
Puc Packets
Reports
Request
Resignation
Rfp Rfq
Schedule Of Commision Meetings
Street Closure
Utility Outage
Utility Rate
Board Applications
Closed Meeting
Correspondence
Easement
Funding
Grants
Peddler Permit
Sign Permit
Sale Of Goods (Liquor, Wood, Etc)
Sale Of Services (Docks, Rv Sites, Etc)
Request For Memorial Bench/Plaque
Guest Services At The Rec Area
Social Media Post 


