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ORDINANCE NO. 2020-02

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF GRAND MARAIS, MINNESOTA, AMENDING 
GRAND MARAIS ZONING DEALING WITH RESIDENTIAL USES

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GRAND MARAIS DOES ORDAIN THAT 
(deleted material is lined out; new material is underlined; subsections which are not being 
amended are omitted; sections which are only proposed to be re-numbered are only set forth 
below as to their number and title):

SECTION 1.  Grand Marais City Code, Chapter 19 – Zoning Ordinance, Table of 
Contents, is hereby amended to read as follows, except that designated pages shall be 
administratively adjusted as needed upon codification:
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SECTION 2.  Grand Marais City Code, Chapter 19 – Zoning Ordinance, Section 
19.02 – Definitions, Subdivision 2, is hereby amended as follows (only definitions being 
amended or new definitions are listed herein; new definitions shall be included 
alphabetically into the list of current definitions upon codifications):

Subdivision 2. Definitions

For the purpose of this chapter, certain words are defined as follows:

Accessory Dwelling Unit -- A dwelling unit that is located on the same lot as a principal one family 
dwelling to which it is accessory, and that is smaller in area to the principal dwelling. The two types of 
accessory dwelling units include:

1. Attached/internal means an accessory dwelling unit located within the walls of an existing or 
newly constructed residential building or garage building, which may include a basement unit, 
upper floor unit, or an addition to the principal dwelling specifically for the ADU;

2. Detached means an accessory dwelling unit that is located as a freestanding building on the same 
lot as the principal residential building, which may include a detached house, tiny house, or a unit 
incorporated into a detached garage.

Apartment Building -- Three or more dwelling units grouped in one building.

Building, Accessory -- A subordinate building, the use of which is incidental to that of the principle 
principal building on the same lot.

Cottage Courtyard Development – Cluster of one-family principal dwellings (3 to 10 units), in the form of 
smaller detached houses, arranged around a shared courtyard or open space that is typically perpendicular 
to the street. The shared courtyard takes the place of individual rear yards and becomes an important 
community-enhancing element of this housing type. Cottage courtyard housing may consist of site-built 
houses, manufactured and modular houses, or tiny houses. 

Dwelling, Single One Family -- A detached residential dwelling unit other than a mobile/manufactured 
home, designed for and occupied by one family only, including a manufactured and modular house 
construction types and a tiny house. (Derivation: Council action July 28, 1982)

Dwelling, Tiny House – A small detached one family dwelling that has a total floor area of 400 sq. ft. or 
less, excluding lofts and porches, which is placed on a permanent foundation and complies with the MN 
State Building Code.
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Dwelling, Multiple Family -- A residential building designed for or occupied by three or more families, 
with the number of families in residence not exceeding the number of dwelling units provided.
Dwelling, Small Apartment – A smaller scale multi-unit residential building that consists of three (3) to six 
(6) side-by-side or stacked apartment units on one lot and typically with one shared building entry. This 
housing type has the general scale and appearance of a large-sized house and can fit on a typical detached 
single-family lot.

Dwelling, Large Apartment – A larger scale multi-unit residential building that consists of seven (7) or 
more side-by-side or stacked apartment units on one lot and typically with one shared building entry. This 
housing type is generally larger-scale in terms of street frontage, wider and deeper than a typical detached 
single-family house and lot.

Dwelling, Attached Rowhouse or Townhouse – An attached residential building designed for or used 
exclusively for two (2) to eight (8) dwelling units per building, which are attached horizontally by at least 
one (1) common wall extending from the foundation to the roof, located on individual lots, and provide 
separate entrances from the outside for each unit.

Family -- Any number of individuals living together on the premises as a single non-profit housekeeping 
unit (except for necessary servants) as distinguished from a group occupying a boarding house, lodging 
house, hotel, club, fraternity or sorority house.

Dwelling, Mobile/Manufactured Home -- A detached residential one-family dwelling unit designed for 
transportation after fabrication on streets or highways on its own wheels or on flatbed or other trailers, and 
arriving at the site where it is to be occupied as a dwelling complete and ready for occupancy except for 
minor and incidental unpacking and assembly operations, located on permanent foundations, connected to 
utilities, and the like, and in conformance with Minnesota Statutes Chapter 327.31, Subdivision 6 or 
amendments thereto.  A travel trailer, camper, or motor home is not to be considered as a mobile 
manufactured home. (Derivation: Council action July 28, 1982)

Manufactured Home Building Code -- "Manufactured Home Building Code" means, for manufactured 
homes manufactured after July 1, 1972, and prior to June 15, 1976, the standards code promulgated by the 
American National Standards Institute and identified as ANSI A119.1, including all revisions thereof in 
effect on May 21, 1971, or the provisions of the National Fire Protection Association and identified as 
NFPA 501B, and further revisions adopted by the commissioner of labor and industry. "Manufactured 
Home Building Code" means, for manufactured homes constructed after June 14, 1976, the manufactured 
home construction and safety standards promulgated by the United States Department of Housing and 
Urban Development which are in effect at the time of the manufactured home's manufacture.

Modular Home -- A one-family dwelling not built on-site, but which is constructed in accordance with 
applicable standards adopted in Minnesota Rules, chapter 1360 or 1361, and attached to a foundation 
designed to the State Building Code.

Use, Principal -- The main use of land or buildings as distinguished from subordinate or accessory uses. A 
principal use may be either permitted or conditional.

SECTION 3.  Grand Marais City Code, Chapter 19 – Zoning Ordinance, Section 
19.03 – Zoning Districts, Subdivision 1, is hereby amended as follows (the R-2 district is 
hereby repealed and all properties previously designated as R-2 shall be designated R-1 
upon the effective date of this Ordinance, and the official zoning map shall be amended 
accordingly pursuant to City Code, Section 19.03, subdivision 2):

Subdivision 1. Establishment of Districts

For the purpose of this chapter, the City is divided into the following districts:
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R-1 Permanent ResidenceResidential District
RCN Resort/Commercial Neighborhood
R-2 Multiple Family Residential District

Downtown Districts
DW Core Downtown Waterfront District
H61 Highway 61 Corridor District
MU Commercial-Residential Mixed Use District
C/I Service Commercial - Industrial District
COM Communications District
PR Protected Resources
PARK Public Parkland
RC Recreation/Commercial
SC Community Services
BDA Business Development Area
RCN Resort/Commercial Neighborhood

SECTION 4.  Grand Marais City Code, Chapter 19 – Zoning Ordinance, Section 
19.04, is hereby amended as follows:

19.04 R-1  PERMANENT RESIDENTIALCE DISTRICT

Subdivision 1. Purpose

The R-1 Permanent Residentialce District is intended to provide a healthy, safe and attractive residential 
environment, protect property values and the environment and provide offer a mix of residential 
optionsbroad variety of housing types that meet people’s lifecycle and affordability needs, both year-round 
and seasonal and year around.

Subdivision 2. Permitted Principal Uses

Within an R-1 District, unless otherwise provided by this chapter, no uses are permitted except the 
following:

1. One and two family attached dwellings, including mobile/manufactured homes 
(Derivation: Council Action July 28, 1982), including manufactured and modular house 
construction types.

2. Two family dwelling.

3. Small apartment dwelling.

4. Large apartment dwelling.

5. Attached rowhouse or townhouse dwelling.

6. Cottage courtyard development.

27. Parks and recreational areas owned or operated by governmental agencies.

38. Public elementary or high schools, or private schools with an equivalent curriculum.
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49. Churches, parish homes, convents, children’s nurseries and schools, provided that no 
building shall be located within fifty (50) feet of any abutting lot in any residential 
district.

5. Accessory uses.

Subdivision 3. Principal Uses by Conditional Use Permit

Buildings or land may be used for the following if granted a Conditional Use Permit as provided in Section 
19.17:

1. Rental of rooms for three to eight unrelated persons on a premises on a monthly or longer 
basis.

21. ManufacturedMobile home park developments, subject to the regulations use specific 
standards as established in Section 19.1413 (6), Subdivision 13, General Regulations: 
Mobile Home Park Requirements.

3. Home occupations as defined in Section 19.02, Subdivision 2. (Derivation: Council 
Action, April 16, 1979).

4. Apartment buildings and multiple dwelling units, townhouse developments and row 
houses.

52. Planned Unit Developments.

Subdivision 4. Permitted Accessory Uses

Accessory building.

Accessory dwelling unit.

Subdivision 5. Conditional Accessory Uses 

Home occupation.

Subdivision 46. Height, Yard Setbacks, Lot Area and Coverage Requirements

Height, yard setbacks, lot area and coverage requirements shall be as stated in Section 19.13, District 
Provisions and Dimensional Requirements.

1. R-1 lot dimension standards shall be as established in Table 19.05A.

2. R-1 building and yard dimension standards are established as follows.

A. Building height – maximum of 35 ft., with the following exceptions:

i. Cottage courtyard development structures - 20 ft.

B. Front yard setback - minimum of 25 ft., or if two or more lots on the same block 
face have dwellings, the minimum setback shall be the setback of the dwelling 
closest to the street and the maximum setback shall be the setback of the 
dwelling farthest from the street.

C. Side yard setback - minimum of 5 ft., with the following exceptions: 
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i. Attached rowhouse or townhouse dwellings – zero between dwellings 
and 10 ft. minimum on each side of the attached residential building.

ii.Small and large apartment dwellings – minimum of 10 ft.

D. Rear yard setback – minimum of 25 ft.

E. Corner yard setback – minimum of 25 ft., or if two or more lots on the same 
block face have dwellings, the minimum setback shall be the setback of the 
dwelling closest to the street and the maximum setback shall be the setback of 
the dwelling farthest from the street

F. Setback from abutting residential property – minimum of 50 ft. for churches, 
parish homes, convents, children’s nurseries and schools

Subdivision 57. General Requirements

Additional regulations applicable in the R-1 District are set forth in Section 19.14, General Regulations.

SECTION 5.  Grand Marais City Code, Chapter 19 – Zoning Ordinance, Section 
19.05, is hereby amended as follows (the R-2 district is hereby repealed and all properties 
previously designated as R-2 shall be designated R-1 upon the effective date of this 
Ordinance, and the official zoning map shall be amended accordingly pursuant to City 
Code, Section 19.03, subdivision 2.  Additionally, the RCN District in Section 19.13, 
with the exception of Subdivision 6, Performance Standards, is hereby moved from 
Section 19.13 to replace Section 19.05 and is hereby amended as follows):

19.05 R-2RCN RESORT/COMMERCIAL NEIGHBORHOOD       MULTIPLE FAMILY 
RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT

Subdivision 1. Purpose

The R-2 Multiple Family Residential District is intended to provide areas suitable for the location of 
apartment buildings, row housing, and the like, which maintain density and space standards that will ensure 
a wholesome living environment and which effectively relate to the comprehensive plan for community 
development.

Subdivision 2. Permitted Principal Uses

Within an R-2 District, unless otherwise provided by this chapter, no uses are permitted except the 
following:

1. One and two family attached dwellings, including mobile/manufactured homes.

2. Parks and recreational areas owned by governmental agencies.

3. Public elementary or high schools, or private schools with an equivalent curriculum.

4. Churches, parish homes, convents, children’s nurseries and schools, provided that no 
building shall be located within fifty (50) feet of any abutting lot in any residential 
district.

5. Accessory uses.
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Subdivision 3. Uses by Conditional Use Permit

Buildings or land may be used for the following if granted a Conditional Use Permit as provided in Section 
19.17:

1. Apartment Buildings and multiple dwelling units, townhouse developments and row 
houses.

2. Planned Unit Developments.

3. Home occupations as defined in 19.02, Subdivision 2.

Subdivision 4. Height, Yard Setbacks and Lot Area and Coverage Requirements

Height, yard setbacks and lot area and coverage requirements shall be as stated in Section 19.13, District 
Provisions and Dimensional Requirements.

Subdivision 5. General Requirements

Additional regulations applicable in the R-2 District are set forth in Section 19.14, General Regulations.

Subdivision 1. Purpose

The RCN District is intended to provide for a mix of residential broad variety of housing types, low 
intensity commercial, and governmental uses.  It is further specifically intended that the district’s internal 
development be of a residential scale and appearance comparable complimentary with the surrounding 
residential area.  The purpose and intent of the resort/commercial neighborhood district is to permit the 
designation of suitable locations for small scale low intensity resort/commercial facilities within or adjacent 
to areas or neighborhoods which are essentially residential in nature.

Subdivision 2. Permitted Principal Uses

Within an RCN District, unless otherwise provided by this chapter, no uses are permitted except the 
following:

1. One and two family attached dwellings, including mobile/manufactured homes.

2. Two family dwelling.

3. Small apartment dwelling.

4. Large apartment dwelling.

5. Attached rowhouse or townhouse dwelling.

6. Cottage courtyard development.

72. Parks and recreational areas owned or operated by governmental agencies.
3. Accessory uses.

Subdivision 3. Uses by Conditional Use Permit

Buildings or land may be used for the following if granted a Conditional Use Permit as provided in Section 
19.17:
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1. Lodging.

2. Bed and Bbreakfast homes.

3. Manufactured home park development, subject to the regulations as established in 
Section 19.13 (6).

34. Government building, provided that no building shall be located within fifty (50) feet of 
any abutting lot in any residential district.

4. Home occupations as defined in Section 19.02m Subdivision 2.
5. Self-service laundromats and car washes.

6. Apartment buildings and multiple dwelling units.
7. Planned unit developments.

78. Churches, parish homes, convents, children’s nurseries and schools, provided that no 
building shall be located within fifty (50) feet of any abutting lot in any residential 
district.

Subdivision 4. Permitted Accessory Uses

1. Accessory building.

2. Accessory dwelling unit.

Subdivision 5. Conditional Accessory Uses

1. Home occupation.

Subdivision 46. Height, Yard Setbacks and Lot Area and Coverage Requirements

Height, yard setbacks and lot area and coverage requirements shall be as stated in Section 19.13, District 
provisions and Dimensional Requirements.  NOTE: PROPOSED REQUIREMENTS ARE SAME AS FOR
R1 ZONE DISTRICT, EXCEPT MAXIMUM HEIGHT SHALL BE 30 FEET.

1. RCN lot dimension standards shall be as established in Table 19.05A.

2. RCN building and yard dimension standards are established as follows.

A. Building height – maximum of 35ft., with the following exceptions:

i. Cottage courtyard development structures - 20 ft.

B. Front yard setback – minimum of 25 ft. or if two or more lots on the same block 
face have dwellings, the minimum setback shall be the setback of the dwelling 
closest to the street and the maximum setback shall be the setback of the 
dwelling farthest from the street.

C. Side yard setback – minimum of 5 ft., with the following exceptions: 

i. Attached rowhouse or townhouse dwellings – zero between dwellings 
and 10 ft. minimum on each side of the attached residential building.

ii.Small and large apartment dwellings – minimum of 10 ft.
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D. Rear yard setback – minimum of 25 ft.

E. Corner yard setback – minimum of 25 ft., or if two or more lots on the same 
block face have dwellings, the minimum setback shall be the setback of the 
dwelling closest to the street and the maximum setback shall be the setback of 
the dwelling farthest from the street.

F. Setback from abutting residential property – minimum of 50 ft. for government 
buildings, churches, parish homes, convents, children’s nurseries and schools

Subdivision 57. General Regulation

Additional regulations applicable in the RCN District are set forth in Section 19.14, General Regulations.

SECTION 6.  Grand Marais City Code, Chapter 19 – Zoning Ordinance, is hereby 
amended to add a new Section 19.05A, Lot Dimension Standards for Residential Districts 
(R-1, RCN), as follows:

19.05A LOT DIMENSION STANDARDS FOR RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS (R-1, RCN)

Lot Area,
Minimum 

(sq. ft.)
Connected 

to city 
sewer

Lot Area,
Minimum 

(sq. ft.)
Not 

connected 
to city 
sewer

Lot Width,
Minimum 

(ft.)
Connected 

to city 
sewer

Lot Width, 
Minimum 

(ft.)
Not 

connected 
to city 
sewer

Lot 
Coverage, 
Maximum 

One family dwelling, 
including manufactured 
and modular house 
construction types 

4,000 1.61 acres 40 200 50%

Two family dwelling 5,000 1.61 acres 40 200 50%
Small apartment 
dwelling (3 to 6 units)

5,000 or 
1,250 per 

unit, 
whichever 
is greater

1.61 acres 50 200 50%

Large apartment 
dwelling (7 or more 
units)

10,000 or 
1,000 per 

unit, 
whichever 
is greater

1.61 acres 75 200 50%

Rowhouse or 
townhouse dwelling (up 
to 8 units)

2,400 1.61 acres 18 200 50%

Cottage courtyard 
development (3 to 10 
units)

10,000 1.61 acres 100 200 50%

Manufactured home 
park development 
(minimum of 3 units)

10,000 1.61 acres 100 200 50%

All other uses 10,000 1.61 acres 75 200 50%
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SECTION 7.  Grand Marais City Code, Chapter 19 – Zoning Ordinance, Section 
19.06.10, DW Core Downtown Waterfront District, Subdivisions 3 and 4, are hereby 
amended as follows:

Subdivision 3. Uses by Conditional Use Permit

Buildings and land may be used for the following if granted a Conditional Use Permit as provided in 
Section 19.17:

Conditional Uses:

1. Residential above the first floor
2. Three-story buildings
3. Structures over 10,000 square feet
4. Improvements to and restoration of existing single and multiple family dwellings as regulated in 

Section 19.04, R-1 Residence District (Ord. 2003-03)
5. Any water dependent industrial or water dependent transportation use; provided that the Planning 

Commission finds that the proposed use is advantageously served in this location through the 
direct access to water transportation for receipt or shipment of supplies, goods, or commodities.

6. Docks, wharfs, and other facilities used in connection with water transportation, navigation, or 
industrial uses.

7. Lodging on the first floor.

Subdivision 4. Heights, Yard Setbacks and Lot Coverage Requirements

The height, yard setbacks and lot coverage requirements shall be those stated in Section 19.13A, District 
Provisions and Dimensional Requirements.

SECTION 8.  Grand Marais City Code, Chapter 19 – Zoning Ordinance, Section 
19.06.20, H61 Highway 61 Corridor District, Subdivision 4, is hereby amended as 
follows:

Subdivision 4. Heights, Yard Setbacks and Lot Coverage Requirements

The height, yard setbacks and lot coverage requirements shall be those stated in Section 19.13A, District 
Provisions and Dimensional Requirements.

SECTION 9.  Grand Marais City Code, Chapter 19 – Zoning Ordinance, Section 
19.06.20, MU Commercial-Residential Mixed Use District, Subdivisions 1 through 4, are 
hereby amended as follows:

Subdivision 1. Purpose

The Commercial-Residential Mixed Use district can be characterized as a transition zone from the 
downtown and Highway 61 commercial areas to the residential parts of Grand Marais, and an expansion 
area for the downtown commercial uses. The MU district is intended to Promote promote the current 
character of a neighborhood that includes a mix of residential, lodging, professional and small scale retail 
uses that are compatible with this character.  Site design standards for new development, re-development 
and expansion should reflect the mixed use character and reflect the current lot coverage and setback 
characteristics found within the concept area.

Subdivision 2. Permitted Principal Uses
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Within the MU District, unless otherwise provided by this chapter, no uses are permitted except the 
following:

Permitted uses:

1. Single One family residencedwelling.
2. Multi family residence (2-4 units)Two family dwelling.
3. Small apartment dwelling.
4. Large apartment dwelling.
5. Attached rowhouse or townhouse dwelling.
6. Cottage courtyard development.
37. Services, excluding auto oriented services.
48. Arts and cultural uses.
59. Retail.
610.Bed and breakfasts, (subject to regulations in 19.13 subd. 6, 2.(1).

Subdivision 3. Uses by Conditional Use Permit

Buildings and land may be used for the following if granted a Conditional Use Permit as provided in 
Section 19.17:

1. Small scale lodging (10 units or less).
2. Multi-family residence (5-10 units)
32. Building height of 35 feet when no significant impact to views and improved design.
43. Deviation from rear and side-yard setbacks may be allowed after evaluating impacts on public 

safety, neighboring properties, parking and a storm water management plan is put in place. 

Subdivision 4. Heights, Yard Setbacks and Lot Coverage Requirements

The height, yard setbacks and lot coverage requirements shall be those stated in Section 19.13A, District 
Provisions and Dimensional Requirements.

SECTION 10.  Grand Marais City Code, Chapter 19 – Zoning Ordinance, Section 
19.07, C/I Service Commercial-Industrial District, Subdivision 3 and  4,  are hereby 
amended as follows:

Subdivision 3. Uses by Conditional Use Permit

Buildings or land may be used for the following if granted a Conditional Use Permit as provided in Section 
19.17:

1. Improvements to existing single and multiple family dwellings as regulated in Section 
19.04, R-1 Residentialce District.

2. Light manufacturing and processing operations, excluding sawmill operations.

3. Single One family dwellings.

4. Enclosed warehousing structures.

Subdivision 4. Heights, Yard Setbacks and Lot Coverage Requirements
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The height, yard setbacks and lot coverage requirements shall be those stated in Section 19.13A, District 
Provisions and Dimensional Requirements.

SECTION 11.  Grand Marais City Code, Chapter 19 – Zoning Ordinance, Section 
19.08, PR Protected Resources, Subdivision 4, is hereby amended as follows:

Subdivision 4. Height, Yard Setbacks and Lot Coverage

The height, yard setbacks, and lot coverage requirement for the PR District shall be those stated in Section 
19.13A District Provisions and Dimensional Requirements.

SECTION 12.  Grand Marais City Code, Chapter 19 – Zoning Ordinance, Section 
19.09, Park       Public Parkland, Subdivision 4, is hereby amended as follows:

Subdivision 4. Height, Yard Setbacks and Lot Coverage Requirement

The height, yard setbacks, and lot coverage requirement for the PARK District shall be those stated in 
Section 19.13A District Provisions and Dimensional Requirements.

SECTION 13.  Grand Marais City Code, Chapter 19 – Zoning Ordinance, Section 
19.10, RC Recreational/Commercial, Subdivision 4, is hereby amended as follows:

Subdivision 4. Height, Yard Setbacks and Lot Coverage Requirements

The height, yard setbacks, and lot coverage requirement for the RC District shall be those stated in Section 
19.13A District Provisions and Dimensional Requirements.

SECTION 14.  Grand Marais City Code, Chapter 19 – Zoning Ordinance, Section 
19.11, SC Community/Services, Subdivision 4, is hereby amended as follows:

Subdivision 4. Height, Yard Setbacks and Lot Coverage Requirements

The height, yard setbacks, and lot coverage requirement for the SC District shall be those stated in Section 
19.13A District Provisions and Dimensional Requirements.

SECTION 15.  Grand Marais City Code, Chapter 19 – Zoning Ordinance, Section 
19.12, BDA Business Development Area, Subdivision 5, is hereby amended as follows:

Subdivision 5. Performance Standards

1. All required setback areas shall be left in natural vegetation to provide for visual 
screening from adjacent properties and roadways.  Additional planting may be required at 
the discretion of the Planning Commission to achieve visual screening. No parking areas, 
service yards, storage areas, lighting or structures are permitted within the 
required setback areas.

2. Lighting shall not be placed in the required setback areas.  Any lighting must be directed 
inward and not toward any property line.  No upward directed lighting shall be permitted.
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3. Noise, measured at the property line, shall not be objectionable in frequency or intensity.  
The general noise level of the surrounding properties shall serve as a guide in judging this 
standard.

4. Odor from any industrial process must not be discernible at it’sits property line. Processes 
that are prone to produce objectionable odors must present specific plans for odor control 
at the time of permit application.

5. Vibration shall not be discernible to human sense of feeling at it’sits property line.

6. Smoke shall be measured at the point of emission and not exceed 20 percent visual 
opacity.

7. Fumes or gases shall not be emitted at any point in concentrations that are noxious, toxic 
or corrosive.

8. Every operation shall be carried on with reasonable precautions against fire and explosive 
hazards.

SECTION 16.  Grand Marais City Code, Chapter 19 – Zoning Ordinance, Section 
19.13, Performance Standards, Subdivision 6 is hereby amended as follows (the R-2 
district is hereby repealed and all properties previously designated as R-2 shall be 
designated R-1 upon the effective date of this Ordinance, and the official zoning map 
shall be amended accordingly pursuant to City Code, Section 19.03, subdivision 2.  
Additionally, the RCN District in Section 19.13, with the exception of Subdivision 6, 
Performance Standards, is hereby moved from Section 19.13 to replace Section 19.05 and 
Subdivision 6 of Section 19.13 is hereby amended as follows):

Subdivision 6.19.13 Performance StandardsUSE SPECIFIC STANDARDS

The following controls shall be satisfied when new construction, change of use or other activity requiring a 
land use permit takes place in the Resort/Commercial Neighborhood (RCN)The following uses are required 
to satisfy specific standards with a proposed new construction, change of use or other activity in order to 
gain approval of a land use permit. These standards are applicable in all districts where the subject use is 
permitted or requires a conditional use permit.

1. Hotels

A. Required Setback Areas
A detailed landscaping plan shall be submitted for all the required setback areas 
to achieve visual screening. No parking areas, service yards, storage areas, 
lighting or structures are permitted within the required setback areas.

B. Lighting
Lighting shall not be placed in required setback areas and must be directed 
inward and not toward any property line. No upward directed lighting shall be 
permitted. All lighting on premises must be directed inward and not create glare 
on adjacent properties.

C. Noise
Noise, measured at the property line, shall not be objectionable in frequency or 
intensity. The general noise level of surrounding properties shall serve as a 
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guide in judging this standard. This ordinance shall adopt by reference, 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency Rules, Chapter 7010, Noise Pollution 
Control Rules.

D. Minimum Lot Area: 12,000 square feet.

E. Open Space Requirement
At least 30% of the lot area must be preserved as open space. Open space does 
not include parking areas.

F. Density
The total square footage of the rental units shall not exceed 30% of the total lot 
area.

G. Parking
One offstreet parking space is required for each rental or living unit. One 
additional Offstreet parking space is required for each nonresident employee.

H. Signs
1. One sign not to exceed 32 square feet shall be allowed.
2. No internally illuminated signs shall be allowed.
3. Freestanding signs shall not exceed 10 feet in height.
4. Signs shall be setback at least 5 feet from the street rightofway.
5. No roof signs shall be allowed.

2. Bed and Bbreakfast Hhomes

A. A maximum of five (5) bedrooms may be rented with a maximum occupancy of 
ten (10) persons at one time.

B. Off-street parking shall be provided with a minimum of one space per guest 
room and one space for the operator.

C. Bed and breakfast facilities shall meet lot size and all setback requirements for 
the zone district in which they are located.

D. Signs shall be limited to a maximum size of six (6) square feet.

E. The owner or manager shall be in residence when rooms are being rented by 
paying guests.

F. The facility shall not be used for commercial, receptions, parties, etc. for other 
than overnight guests.

G. A license is required from the State of Minnesota.

H. If ownership is transferred, an amended conditional use permit must be applied 
for by the new owner within 60 days of the change of ownership.  The 
conditional use permit will terminate if the amended permit is not requested 
within 60 days.

I. Lighting shall not be placed in required setback areas and must be directed 
inward and not toward any property line.  No upward directed lighting shall be 
permitted.  All lighting on premises must be directed inward and not create glare 
on adjacent properties.
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3. Government Buildings

A. Setback from residential property: 50 feet.

B. Signs:

1. One sign not to exceed 24 square feet shall be allowed.
2. No internally illuminated signs shall be allowed.
3. Free standing signs shall not exceed ten feet in height.
4. Signs shall be setback at least five feet from the street right-of-way.
5. No roof signs shall be allowed.

42. Self-service laundromats and car washes

A. Lighting:

Lighting shall not be placed in required setback areas and must be directed 
inward and not toward any property line.  No upward directed lighting shall be 
permitted.  All lighting on premises must be directed inward and not create glare 
on adjacent properties.

B. Signs:

1. One sign not to exceed 32 square feet shall be allowed.
2. No internally illuminated signs shall be allowed.
3. Free standing signs shall not exceed ten feet in height.
4. Signs shall be setback at least five feet from the street right-of-way.
5. No roof signs shall be allowed.

53. Churches

A. Lighting:

Lighting shall not be placed in required setback areas and must be directed 
inward and toward any property line.  No upward directed lighting shall be 
permitted.  All lighting on premises must be directed inward and not create glare 
on adjacent properties.

B. Signs:

1. One sign not to exceed 32 square feet shall be allowed.
2. No internally illuminated signs shall be allowed.
3. Free standing signs shall not exceed ten feet in height.
4. Signs shall be setback at least five feet from the street right-of-way.
5. No roof signs shall be allowed.

4. Manufactured homes.

A. Manufactured homes shall be built in conformity with the Manufactured Home 
Building Code [Minnesota Statutes, sections 327.31 to 327.36].

5. Attached rowhouse or townhouse dwelling.

A. Each dwelling with street frontage shall have a principal entrance facing the 
front property line and street.
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B. Access to off-street parking shall be from an alley.

6. Large apartment dwelling.

A. Exterior waste and recycling facilities shall be located in the rear yard and 
screened with a fence.

B. Surface parking areas shall be screened from adjacent residential lots with 
landscaping or fencing.

C. A building more than 50 feet in width should be divided into increments of no 
more than 48 feet through articulation of the façade. This could be achieved 
through the combinations of the following techniques:

i. Divisions or breaks in materials
ii. Window bays
iii. Separate entrances and entry treatments
iv. Use of architectural details such as parapets

7. Cottage courtyard development.

A. Minimum distance between dwelling units shall be 10 ft.

B. Each cottage courtyard development shall provide a shared courtyard which is 
centrally located, allowing each dwelling unit to be located adjacent to the 
shared courtyard. Minimum width and depth of the shared courtyard shall be 20 
ft.

C. Each dwelling with street frontage shall have a principal entrance facing the 
front property line and street. Each dwelling that does not have street frontage 
shall have a principal entrance facing the shared courtyard.

D. Pedestrian paths shall be provided to ensure pedestrian access from each 
individual dwelling unit to the front property line and street.

E. All parking shall be provided in a shared parking area in the rear yard that 
accommodates a minimum of one off-street parking space per dwelling unit. 

8. Manufactured home park development.

A. Minimum Open Space Requirement: A minimum of five hundred (500) square 
feet per mobile home shall be provided for definable play areas and open space 
within the manufactured home park. Such areas of open space and/or play areas 
shall not be areas included within any setback nor shall they include any areas of 
less than twenty (20) feet in length or width.

B. Setback Requirements:

i. Minimum distance between units shall be not less than twenty (20) feet, 
or the sum of the heights of the two units, whichever is greater; the 
point of measurement being a straight line between the closest point of 
the units being measured.

ii. When a manufactured home park abuts a single family residential use 
area, there shall be a minimum setback on that side f fifty (50) feet 
between the street right-of- way line and any manufactured home park 
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use; which setback area shall act as buffer zone and shall be landscaped 
according to a landscape plan, to be submitted at the time of application 
- such plan shall show the type of planting material, size, and planting 
schedule.

C. General Internal Park Development Requirements:

i. There shall be a minimum front yard setback from the manufactured 
home unit to the internal private street line of fifteen (15) feet.

ii. The manufactured home stand shall be at such elevation, distance and 
angle relative to the street and driveway that placement and removal of 
the manufactured home with a car, tow truck, or other customary 
moving equipment is practical. The manufactured home stand shall 
have a longitudinal grade of less than four (4) percent and transverse 
crown or grade to provide adequate surface drainage. The 
manufactured home stand shall be compacted and surfaced with a 
material which will prevent the growth of vegetation while supporting 
the maximum anticipated loads during all seasons.

iii. The entire manufactured home park shall be landscaped (excluding 
hard surfaced areas) and there shall be planted, or otherwise located, 
one shade tree with a minimum diameter of two (2) inches placed and 
maintained near each unit pad.

iv. All utilities supplied by the manufactured home park shall be 
underground - this shall include sanitary sewer, municipal water and 
electricity - when piped fuel and/or gas is provided by the 
manufactured home park to each manufactured home stand, such 
service shall also be located underground.

v. Enclosed storage lockers when provided shall be located either adjacent 
to the mobile home in a mobile home park or at such other place in the 
park as to be convenient to the unit for which it is provided.  Storage of 
large items such as boats, boat trailers, etc., shall not be accomplished 
at the site of the mobile home unit, but rather shall be provided in a 
separate screened area of the park.

D. Internal Private Street Requirements:

Streets shall be of sufficient width so as to permit ease of access to the 
manufactured home park units and the placement and removal of 
manufactured homes without causing damage to or otherwise 
jeopardizing the safety of any occupants or manufactured homes in the 
park.

Streets shall have a minimum width so as to permit two (2) moving lanes of 
traffic.  Minimum lane width shall be ten (10) feet.

Public access to a manufactured home park shall be so designed as to permit a 
minimum number of ingress and egress points to control traffic 
movement, and to keep undesirable traffic out of the park.

Streets shall be graded to their full width to provide proper grades for pavements 
and sidewalks to have adequate surface drainage to the storm sewer 
system.  The improvements shall extend continuously from existing 
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improved streets to provide access to each unit and to provide 
connections to existing or future streets at the boundaries of the 
manufactured home park.

Streets and parking areas shall be surfaced for all weather travel with not less 
than, four (4) inches of crushed stone, gravel, or other suitable base 
material topped with not less than one and one-half (1-1/2) inches of 
bituminous concrete, or four (4) inches of Portland cement concrete. 
The surface shall be limited at the edge by a Portland cement curb not 
less than four (4) inches high.

E. Registration:

It shall be the duty of the operator of the manufactured home park to 
keep a register containing a record of all manufactured home owners 
and occupants located within the park. The register shall contain the 
following information:

a. The name and address of each manufactured home occupant.

b. The name and address of the owner of each manufactured home.

c. The make, model, year and license number of each manufactured 
home.

d. The state, territory or county issuing such a license.

e. The date of the arrival and departure of each manufactured home.

f. The number and type of motor vehicles of residents in the park.

The park shall keep the register available for inspection at all times by 
the City and County law enforcement officers, public health officials, 
and other public officers whose duty necessitates acquisition of the 
information contained in the register.  The register record for each 
occupant and/or manufactured home registered shall not be destroyed 
until after a period of three (3) years following the date of departure of 
the registrant from the park.

F. Maintenance: The operator of any manufactured home park, or a duly 
authorized attendant or caretaker, shall be in charge at all times to keep the 
manufactured home park, its facilities and equipment, in a clean, orderly and 
sanitary condition.  The attendant or caretaker shall be answerable, with said 
operator for the violation of any provisions of these regulations to which said 
operator is subject.

9. Accessory dwelling unit (ADU).

A. Shall comply with all requirements for accessory buildings in Section 19.14, 
Subd. 3, except for the following:

i. A detached ADU shall be located in the rear yard of the lot.

ii. A detached ADU shall have a minimum of five (5) foot side and rear 
yard setbacks.
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iii. A detached ADU shall have a maximum building height of 20 feet or 
the height of the principal dwelling, whichever is less.

B. Minimum distance between a detached ADU and any other buildings on the 
same lot of five (5) feet. 

C. Maximum size of an ADU may not exceed the total square footage of the 
principal dwelling or 1,000 square feet, whichever is less. For an ADU 
incorporated into a detached garage, the garage square footage shall not be 
included in this calculation.

D. One off-street parking space per ADU shall be provided in addition to the off-
street parking required for the principal dwelling.

E. A separate outside entrance is necessary for an attached/internal ADU and the 
entrance shall be located either on the side or rear of the principal dwelling.

F. An existing accessory structure may not be converted into an ADU if the above 
requirements are not met.

G. More than one ADU is allowed on the same lot if the above requirements are 
met.

H. The ADU shall not be sold independently of the principal residential dwelling 
and may not be a separate tax parcel.

10. Hotel in commercial districts.

A. Minimum lot size:  Minimum lot area for any hotel or motel development shall 
be 12,000 square feet.

B. Density:  The total square footage of the inside living space shall not exceed 
35% of the total lot area.  In determining the amount of inside living space, the 
space occupied by decks, patios, stoops and steps will not be considered.

C. Minimum setbacks:

Side yard if on shoreline: 35 feet.
Side yard if bordering residential zone district: 25 feet.
Rear yard if bordering residential zone district: 25 feet.
Lake Superior: 40 feet from vegetation 

line.

D. Minimum lot width: 100 feet.

E. Maximum building height: 30 feet.

F. Open space requirement:  At least 30% of the project area must be preserved as 
open space.  In shoreland areas a minimum of 25% of lot frontage, as measured 
at the building setback line, must be preserved as open space.

G. Any public or private supply of water for domestic purposes must meet or 
exceed standards for water quality of the Minnesota Department of Health and 
the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency.
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H. The project must be connected to the public sewer system.  All new units must 
utilize water conserving plumbing fixtures and have water meters installed and 
accessible which serve all sewage generating appliances.

I. Parking and loading requirements:  One (1) off-street parking space for each 
room or unit shall be required.  One (1) off-street parking space shall be required 
for each non-resident employee.  For motels or hotels with restaurants and/or 
bars, one off-street parking space shall be required for each five (5) seats, based 
on maximum seating capacity.  One (1) loading space shall be required for each 
structure over 20,000 square feet of gross floor area.

J. Application criteria:  The application shall provide a detail development plan 
which shall include the following:

i. The property under consideration, including property boundaries, 
contours, on-site features, roads, lakes, rivers, and other relevant 
features.

ii. Building elevations, location on site, proposed uses, number of units 
and commercial operations, including a floor plan for all structures.

iii. A concept statement describing the project.

iv. Parking areas and driveways for both residences and commercial 
activities, vehicle loading/unloading areas, proposed road entrances, 
and projected traffic generation of the proposed development.

v. Proposed phasing of the final development.

vi. Description of how the project will operate after completion.

vii. Nature of proposed ownership after completion.

viii. Proposed fire protection.

ix. Proposed homeowners association agreement, where applicable.

x. Detailed landscape plan which shows existing vegetation and proposed 
alterations and new plantings and landscaping.

xi. Open space location and use.

xii. Water sources and water supply system plans.

xiii. Proposed sewage treatment system plans.

xiv. Storm water runoff plans (construction and operation).

xv. Erosion control plan for shoreline, where applicable.

xvi. Erosion control plan for site (construction and operation).

xvii. Evidence of application for appropriate permits, state and federal.

xviii. Evidence of availability of necessary public utilities.
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11. Hotel in RCN district

A. Required Setback Areas 
A detailed landscaping plan shall be submitted for all the required setback areas 
to achieve visual screening.  No parking areas, service yards, storage areas, 
lighting or structures are permitted within the required setback areas.

B. Lighting
Lighting shall not be placed in required setback areas and must be directed 
inward and not toward any property line.  No upward directed lighting shall be 
permitted.  All lighting on premises must be directed inward and not create glare 
on adjacent properties.

C. Noise
Noise, measured at the property line, shall not be objectionable in frequency or 
intensity.  The general noise level of surrounding properties shall serve as a 
guide in judging this standard.  This ordinance shall adopt by reference, 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency Rules, Chapter 7010, Noise Pollution 
Control Rules.

D. Minimum Lot Area: 12,000 square feet.

E. Open Space Requirement 
At least 30% of the lot area must be preserved as open space.  Open space does 
not include parking areas.

F. Density 
The total square footage of the rental units shall not exceed 30% of the total lot 
area.

G. Parking
One off-street parking space is required for each rental or living unit.  One 
additional off-street parking space is required for each non-resident employee.

12. Automobile Service Stations in the H61 Highway 61 Corridor District

A. Purpose.   It is the purpose of this regulation to permit the development of 
automobile service stations without any repair service in the H61 zone district in 
a manner that will promote and improve the general health, safety, convenience 
and welfare of the citizens. The service station parcel must abut Minnesota 
Trunk Highway 61.

B. General Requirements:

i. Minimum required frontage on Highway 61:  100 feet.

ii. Minimum required setback for gas pumps from any public right-of-
way: 25 feet.

iii. Applicant shall submit a site plan of the proposed development which 
shall include the following information:

a. Survey of parcel showing perimeter dimensions of development 
area.

b. Location and size of any proposed building(s).
c. Number and location of gas pumps.
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d. Location of driveway entrances and indication of all paved areas.  
Curb and gutter shall be provided on all street rights-of-way, 
except for driveway entrances.

e. Location, material and size of all buried fuel tanks.
f. Highway and street rights-of-way.

iv. Any building shall be designed to be compatible with surrounding land 
uses. All exterior wall surfaces or buildings shall be of the same or 
equivalent facing material used on the front of the building.  Such 
surfaces shall be of wood siding, face brick, stone, curtain wall or of a 
compatible equivalent material.  Final building design shall be 
approved by the City Council prior to the issuance of any building 
permit, and shall meet the Fire Zone Regulations of Chapter 21.

v. No automobile repairs shall be made or offered to customers, including, 
but not limited to, lubrication, oil change, tire repair, battery charge, 
and replacement of fan belts, hoses and wiper blades.  (Derivation: 
Council Action: May 28, 1986 and June 11, 1986).

vi.
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SECTION 17.  Grand Marais City Code, Chapter 19 – Zoning Ordinance, Section 19.13A, is amended as 
follows:

19.13A TABULATION OF NON-RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT PROVISIONS AND DIMENSIONAL REQUIREMENTS

DW H61 MU C/I PR PARK RC SC BDA
1. Height 30 ft 30/35 ft1 30/35 ft2 35 ft 15ft 30 ft 35 ft 35 ft 35 ft
2. Yard Setback 
(structure only)

a) Front: Bldg line to 
right-of-way line

Not 
required

Not 
required

Not 
required

10 ft 25 ft 25 ft 25 ft 25 ft 65 ft3

b) Side (each side) Not 
required

Not 
required

Not 
required

15 ft 15 ft 25 ft 20 ft4

50 ft††
20 ft**

50 ft††
20 ft**

50 ft††

c) Rear Not 
required

Not 
required

Not 
required

20 ft 25 ft 25 ft 20 ft**

50 ft5
20 ft**

50 ft††
20 ft**

50 ft††

d) Corner
  (2 street exposure)

Not 
required

Not 
required

Not 
required

10 ft‡‡ 25 ft‡‡ 25 ft†† 25 ft†† 25 ft†† 65 ft‡‡

3.  Total Required Lot 
Area

a) connected to city 
sewer

As needed As needed As needed 10,000 sq 
ft

10,000 sq 
ft

10,000 sq 
ft

10,000 sq 
ft

10,000 sq 
ft

10,000 sq 
ft

b) not connected to city  
sewer

As needed As needed As needed 1.61 ac. 1.61 ac. 1 ac 1 ac 1 ac 1 ac

4. Width
a) connected to city 

sewer
As needed As needed As needed As needed As needed 75 ft 75 ft As needed As needed

As needed As needed As needed
b) not connected to city 

sewer
As needed As needed As needed 200 ft 200 ft 200 ft 200 ft 200 ft 200 ft

5. Depth As needed As needed As needed
a) connected to city 

sewer
As needed As needed As needed As needed As needed 120 ft 120 ft As needed As needed

1 Building height is 30 feet. However, 35 feet may be allowed as a conditional use. The impact on views as a result of the additional 5 feet will be an important 
consideration.
2 Building height is limited to 30 feet, but 35 feet can be allowed as a conditional use if the additional height does not significantly impact views.
3 From street centerline
4 If non-residential
5 If residential
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b) not connected to city 
sewer

As needed As needed As needed N/A N/A 350 ft 350 ft 350 ft 350 ft

DW H61 MU C/I PR PARK RC SC BDA
6. Allowable % lot 
coverage

N/A N/A N/A 50% 10% 10% 25% 25% N/A

7. Lot area per dwelling N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A §§ §§ N/A
8. Boundary line 
setback for structures 
from “R” districts

50 ft 50 ft 50 ft 50 ft 50 ft 50 ft 50 ft 50 ft 50 ft

9. Performance 
standards

Yes6 Yes*** Yes*** Yes*** N/A N/A N/A N/A Yes7

10. Screening and 
landscaping

‡‡‡

8
‡‡‡
§§§

‡‡‡ ‡‡‡ ‡‡‡ ‡‡‡ ‡‡‡ ‡‡‡ ‡‡‡

11. General Regulations Section 
19.14

Section 
19.14

Section 
19.14

Section 
19.14

Section 
19.14

Section 
19.14

Section 
19.14

Section 
19.14

Section 
19.14

12. Special district 9 †††† †††† 10 ---- none none none none
13. Minimum building 
width

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

6 Section 19.07, Subdivision 5
7 Section 19.12, Subdivision 5
8 Section 19.07, Subdivision 6
9 Lighting and glare; sign overhang - Section 19.06, Subdivision 5.
10 Traffic circulation, Section 19.07, Subdivision 7.
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SECTION 18.  Grand Marais City Code, Chapter 19 – Zoning Ordinance, Section 
19.14, General Regulations, Subdivision 2, is amended as follows, and all subsequent 
subdivisions in Section 19.14 shall be administratively renumbered sequentially as 
needed upon codification:

Subdivision 2. Erection of more than one principal structure on a lot

In any district, more than one structure housing a permitted or permissible principal use may be erected on 
a single lot, provided that yard and other requirements of this chapter shall be met for each structure as 
though it were on an individual lot.

Subdivision 3. Accessory Buildings

1. In case an accessory building is attached to the main building, it shall be made 
structurally a part of the main building and shall comply in all respects with the 
requirements of this chapter applicable to the main building.  An accessory building, 
unless attached to and made a part of the main building, shall not be closer than five (5) 
feet to the main building.

2. A detached accessory building shall not be located in any required front yard, except 
where such front yard lies between the building line and the shoreline, in which case such 
arrangement may be permitted.

3. A detached accessory building not over (1) story and not exceeding twelve (12) feet in 
height shall occupy not more than thirty (30) percent of the area of any side or rear yard, 
providing further that no detached accessory building shall be placed nearer than two and 
one-half (2-1/2) feet from any side or rear lot line, except that a two-stall garage may be 
used jointly and solely by the families living on two (2) adjacent lots and may be built so 
as to place one (1) stall on each side or rear lot line, provided that the two (2) stalls are 
separated by a fire wall.

4. Decks located in the side or rear yard of a lot and under 4’ in height are accessory 
structures and may be located up to 2 ½’ from the side or rear lot line.

SECTION 19.  Grand Marais City Code, Chapter 19 – Zoning Ordinance, Section 
19.14, General Regulations, Subdivision 11, Paragraph 6, Clauses a. and b., are amended 
as follows, and all subsequent clauses Section 19.14, Subdivision 11, Paragraph 6, shall 
be administratively alphabetized sequentially as needed upon codification:

Subdivision 1110.  Sign Regulations

6. SIGNS PERMITTED BY ZONING DISTRICTS

a. Permitted signs in any permanent residencethe Residential dDistrict (R-1) or medium 
density multiple dwelling residence district (R-2) may be erected subject to the following 
provisions:

1) An identification sign identifying the owner or occupant of a building or 
dwelling unit as provided in subsection D.

2) A sign with a maximum surface of 4 square feet may be allowed for home 
occupation or business in lieu of any other identification sign.  Such sign may be 
illuminated in accordance with this Ordinance.
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3) One on-site identification sign (per street front) not to exceed 24 square feet in 
surface area, displaying information for churches, schools, hospitals, nursing 
homes, clubs, libraries, or similar use.  Such sign may be illuminated in 
accordance with this Ordinance.

b. Permitted signs in the Resort/Commercial Neighborhood District (RCN) for hotels, 
government buildings, churches, and self-service laundromats may be erected subject to 
the following provisions:

1) One sign not to exceed 32 square feet shall be allowed, except a sign for a 
government building may not exceed 24 square feet.

2) No internally illuminated signs shall be allowed.

3) Free standing signs shall not exceed ten feet in height.

4) Signs shall be setback at least five feet from the street right-of-way.

5) No roof signs shall be allowed.

SECTION 20.  Grand Marais City Code, Chapter 19 – Zoning Ordinance, Section 
19.14, General Regulations, Subdivision 12, Paragraph 1, Clauses b. and c., are amended 
as follows:

Subdivision 1211. Off-Street Parking and Loading-Unloading Space Requirements

1. Parking Space Requirements:

The required parking and loading spaces shall be provided on the premises of each use, 
except for non-residential uses within the Downtown Districts (DW, H61, MU).  
Residential uses in the Downtown Districts (DW, H61, MU) must comply with the 
parking requirements in section 19.02.  Each parking space shall contain a minimum area 
of not less than three hundred (300) square feet, including access drives, and a width of 
not less than nine (9) feet, and a depth not less than twenty (20) feet.  The minimum 
number of required off-street parking spaces for various uses shall be as follows:

a. One and two family dwelling - One (1) parking space per unit.  No garage shall 
be converted into living space unless other acceptable on-site parking space is 
provided.

b. Apartments - One and one-half (1-1/2) parking spaces for each apartment, 
except housing for the elderly projects, which shall provide three-tenths (.3) 
parking space for each dwelling unit.

c. Mobile Manufactured Home Park - One and one-fourth (1-1/4) parking spaces 
per mobile manufactured home berthunit. All required off-street parking spaces 
shall be located not further than two (200) feet from the unit or units for which 
they are designed. The one unit space for occupant use must be within the 
distance from the unit established above. The remaining spaces equivalent to 
one-fourth (1/4) spaces must be in group compounds at an appropriate location 
within the park.
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SECTION 21.  Grand Marais City Code, Chapter 19 – Zoning Ordinance, Section 
19.14, General Regulations, Subdivision 13, is amended as follows, and all subsequent 
subdivisions in Section 19.14 shall be administratively renumbered sequentially as 
needed upon codification:

Subdivision 13. Minimum Mobile Home Park Requirements

1. Minimum Density and Area Requirements:  Lot areas and density as hereby established 
shall be considered the minimum requirements within a mobile home park.

a. Minimum area requirements for a mobile home park shall be five (5) acres and 
shall not be less than one hundred fifty (150) feet in width.

b. A minimum of five hundred (500) square feet per mobile home shall be 
provided for definable play areas an open space within the mobile home park. 
Such areas of open space and/or play areas shall not be areas included within 
any setback nor shall they include any areas of less than twenty (20) feet in 
length or width.

c. Minimum lot area per unit shall be five thousand (5,000) square feet, excluding 
private drives, parking spaces and street rights-of-way.

2. Lot Coverage and Setback Requirements:

a. Maximum lot coverage for mobile home parks shall be twenty-five (25) percent.

b. Minimum distance between units shall be not less than twenty (20) feet, or the 
sum of the heights of the two units, whichever is greater; the point of 
measurement being a straight line between the closest point of the units being 
measured.

c. When a mobile home park abuts a single family residential use area, there shall 
be a minimum setback on that side f fifty (50) feet between the street right-of- 
way line and any mobile home park use; which setback area shall act as buffer 
zone and shall be landscaped according to a landscape plan, to be submitted at 
the time of application - such plan shall show the type of planting material, size, 
and planting schedule.

d. Street access shall not be permitted into or upon minor single family residential 
area streets.

3. General Internal Park Development Requirements:

a. There shall be a minimum front yard setback from the mobile home unit to the 
street line of fifteen (15) feet.

b. The mobile home stand shall be at such elevation, distance and angle relative to 
the street and driveway that placement and removal of the mobile home with a 
car, tow truck, or other customary moving equipment is practical. The mobile 
home stand shall have a longitudinal grade of less than four (4) percent and 
transverse crown or grade to provide adequate surface drainage. The stand shall 
be compacted and surfaced with a material which will prevent the growth of 
vegetation while supporting the maximum anticipated loads during all seasons.
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c. The entire mobile home park shall be landscaped (excluding hard surfaced 
areas) and there shall be planted, or otherwise located, one shade tree with a 
minimum diameter of two (2) inches placed and maintained near each unit pad.

d. All utilities supplied by the mobile home park shall be underground - this shall 
include sanitary sewer, municipal water and electricity - when piped fuel and/or 
gas is provided by the mobile home park to each mobile home stand, such 
service shall also be located underground.

4. Parking and Street Requirements:

a. Parking:

1. Off-street parking areas shall be surfaced in accordance with the street 
surface standards below.

2. All required off-street parking space shall be located not further than 
two (200) feet from the unit or units for which they are designed.

3. A minimum of one and one-fourth (1-1/4) spaces of parking must be 
provided for each mobile home unit space provided within the park. 
The one unit space for occupant use must be within the distance from 
the unit established above.  The remaining spaces equivalent to one-
fourth (1/4) spaces must be in group compounds at an appropriate 
location within the park.

b. Streets:

1. Streets shall be of sufficient width so as to permit ease of access to the 
mobile home parking stands and the placement and removal of mobile 
homes without causing damage to or otherwise jeopardizing the safety 
of any occupants or mobile homes in the park.

2. Streets shall have a minimum width so as to permit two (2) moving 
lanes of traffic.  Minimum land width shall be ten (10) feet.

3. Public access to a mobile home park shall be so designed as to permit a 
minimum number of ingress and egress points to control traffic 
movement, and to keep undesirable traffic out of the park.

4. Streets shall be graded to their full width to provide proper grades for 
pavements and sidewalks to have adequate surface drainage to the 
storm sewer system.  The improvements shall extend continuously 
from existing improved streets to provide access to each lot and to 
provide connections to existing or future streets at the boundaries of the 
mobile home park.

5. Streets and parking areas shall be surfaced for all weather travel with 
not less than, four (4) inches of crushed stone, gravel, or other suitable 
base material topped with not less than one and one-half (1-1/2) inches 
of bituminous concrete, or four (4) inches of Portland cement concrete. 
The surface shall be limited at the edge by a Portland cement curb not 
less than four (4) inches high.

5. Storage:



29

Enclosed storage lockers when provided shall be located either adjacent to the mobile home in a 
mobile home park or at such other place in the park as to be convenient to the unit for which it is 
provided.  Storage of large items such as boats, boat trailers, etc., shall not be accomplished at the 
site of the mobile home unit, but rather shall be provided in a separate screened area of the park.

6. Registration:

a. It shall be the duty of the operator of the mobile home park to keep a register 
containing a record of all mobile home owners and occupants located within the 
park.  The register shall contain the following information:

1. The name and address of each mobile home occupant.
2. The name and address of the owner of each mobile home.
3. The make, model, year and license number of each mobile home.
4. The state, territory or county issuing such a license.
5. The date of the arrival and departure of each mobile home.
6. The number and type of motor vehicles of residents in the park.

b. The park shall keep the register available for inspection at all times by the City 
and County law enforcement officers, public health officials, and other public 
officers whose duty necessitates acquisition of the information contained in the 
register.  The register record for each occupant and/or mobile home registered 
shall not be destroyed until after a period of three (3) years following the date of 
departure of the registrant from the park.

7. Maintenance:

The operator of any mobile home park, or a duly authorized attendant or caretaker, shall be in 
charge at all times to keep the mobile home park, its facilities and equipment, in a clean, orderly 
and sanitary condition.  The attendant or caretaker shall be answerable, with said operator for the 
violation of any provisions of these regulations to which said operator is subject.

SECTION 22.  Grand Marais City Code, Chapter 19 – Zoning Ordinance, Section 
19.14, General Regulations, Subdivision 14, is amended as follows:

Subdivision 1412. Foundation Requirements

All residential structures shall be constructed or placed on either a concrete block or treated wood 
foundation with concrete footings. (Derivation: Council Action July 28, 1982).

SECTION 23.  Grand Marais City Code, Chapter 19 – Zoning Ordinance, Section 
19.14, General Regulations, Subdivision 15, is amended as follows, and all subsequent 
subdivisions in Section 19.14 shall be administratively renumbered sequentially as 
needed upon codification:

Subdivision 15. Automobile Service Stations in the H61 Highway 61 Corridor District

1. Purpose.   It is the purpose of this regulation to permit the development of automobile 
service stations without any repair service in the H61 zone district in a manner that will 
promote and improve the general health, safety, convenience and welfare of the citizens. 
The service station parcel must abut Minnesota Trunk Highway 61.

2. General Requirements:
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a. Minimum required frontage on Highway 61:  100 feet.

b. Minimum required setback for gas pumps from any public right-of-way: 25 feet.

c. Applicant shall submit a site plan of the proposed development which shall 
include the following information:

1. Survey of parcel showing perimeter dimensions of development area.
2. Location and size of any proposed building(s).
3. Number and location of gas pumps.
4. Location of driveway entrances and indication of all paved areas.  Curb 

and gutter shall be provided on all street rights-of-way, except for 
driveway entrances.

5. Location, material and size of all buried fuel tanks.
6. Highway and street rights-of-way.

d. Any building shall be designed to be compatible with surrounding land uses. All 
exterior wall surfaces or buildings shall be of the same or equivalent facing 
material used on the front of the building.  Such surfaces shall be of wood 
siding, face brick, stone, curtain wall or of a compatible equivalent material.  
Final building design shall be approved by the City Council prior to the issuance 
of any building permit, and shall meet the Fire Zone Regulations of Chapter 21.

e. No automobile repairs shall be made or offered to customers, including, but not 
limited to, lubrication, oil change, tire repair, battery charge, and replacement of 
fan belts, hoses and wiper blades.  (Derivation: Council Action: May 28, 1986 
and June 11, 1986).

SECTION 24.  Grand Marais City Code, Chapter 19 – Zoning Ordinance, Section 
19.14, General Regulations, Subdivision 16, is amended as follows, and all subsequent 
subdivisions in Section 19.14 shall be administratively renumbered sequentially as 
needed upon codification:

Subdivision 16. Manufactured Housing Regulations

1. Manufactured Homes:  Manufactured homes, built in conformity with Minnesota Statutes 
327.31 to 327.34, shall be authorized in the R-1 and R-2 Residential Districts if such 
dwellings comply with the following conditions:

a. Zoning.  Such houses shall comply with all zoning regulations for the zoning 
district in which they are located.

b. Permits.  A building permit and any other required permits shall be obtained for 
such manufactured housing.

c. Foundations.  All such homes shall be constructed or placed upon either 
concrete block or treated wood foundation with concrete footings.

d. Minimum Width.  The minimum width of the main portion of the structure shall 
not be less than seventeen (17) feet, as measured across the narrowest portion.

e. Roofs.  The pitch of the main roof shall not be less than three (3) feet of rise for 
each twelve (12) feet of horizontal run; flat or shed roofs are not permitted.  The 
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roof shall be covered with shingles or tiles customarily used for conventional 
dwellings and have eaves of not less than six (6) inches.

f. Siding Materials.  The home shall have exterior siding of a conventional 
dwelling-type material.  Any metal siding must have horizontal edges and 
overlap in sections no wider than twelve (12) inches.  Sheet metal siding is not 
permitted.  The exterior siding shall extend to the ground., except that when a 
concrete foundation is used the siding need not extend below the top of the 
foundation.

g. Variance.  Manufactured homes which vary from these requirements may be 
permitted in residential zoning districts when authorized by a conditional use 
permit, granted by the City Council.  Before any such permit is granted the City 
Council shall find as a fact that the value of the adjacent properties will not be 
diminished by the placement of the manufactured home.  The conditional use 
permit shall state any conditions which may be set by the City Council.

h. Violation.  Violation of this ordinance will be a misdemeanor.

i. Non-Conforming Uses.  The present owner of a non-conforming manufactured 
home may continue to own it and may maintain his/her manufactured home 
upon the property owned by him/her for as long as the dwelling is habitable and 
able to be maintained in a state of reasonable repair.  This shall be determined 
by the City Council.  In the event the present owner shall sell the property, the 
non-conforming home must be brought into compliance with this ordinance or 
else the home shall not be permitted on the premises.  (Derivation:  Council 
Action - December 14, 1988)

SECTION 25.  Grand Marais City Code, Chapter 19 – Zoning Ordinance, Section 
19.14, General Regulations, Subdivision 17, is amended as follows, and all subsequent 
subdivisions in Section 19.14 shall be administratively renumbered sequentially as 
needed upon codification:

Subdivision 1713. Junked Vehicles

2. Residential Property.  The parking, storage, repairing, dismantling, demolition or 
abandonment of junk vehicles is prohibited in the R-1 zoning districts R-1 and R-2, 
except a resident may repair one vehicle registered in the name of the resident upon the 
property occupied by the resident if the period of repair does not exceed 60 consecutive 
days.

SECTION 26.  Grand Marais City Code, Chapter 19 – Zoning Ordinance, Section 
19.14, General Regulations, Subdivision 20, Paragraph 1, Clause c., is amended as 
follows, and all subsequent subdivisions in Section 19.14 shall be administratively 
renumbered sequentially as needed upon codification:

Subdivision 2016. North Shore Management Plan

c. North Shore Management Areas.  Definition, Permitted and Conditional Use.

1. Protected Resources District.
See Section 19.08 PR, Protected Resources
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See Section 19.09 PARK Public Parkland

2. Residential District.
See Section 19.04 R-1 Permanent Residential
See Section 19.05 R-2 Multiple Family Residential
See Section 19.11 SC Community/Services

SECTION 27.  Grand Marais City Code, Chapter 19 – Zoning Ordinance, Section 
19.14, General Regulations, Subdivision 21, is amended as follows:

Subdivision 21. General Requirements for Motels and Hotels

A. Goal

To establish standards for the development of motels and hotels as permitted uses for 
commercially zoned property.

B. Definitions

For these purposes, “motels and hotels” will be defined as any lodging facility consisting of more 
than 10 lodging units. (Rev. Ord. 2016-02 3/30/2016)

C. Requirements

1. Minimum lot size:  Minimum lot area for any hotel or motel development shall be 12,000 
square feet.

2. Density:  The total square footage of the inside living space shall not exceed 35% of the 
total lot area.  In determining the amount of inside living space, the space occupied by 
decks, patios, stoops and steps will not be considered.

3. Minimum setbacks:

Side yard if on shoreline: 35 feet.
Side yard if bordering residential zone district: 25 feet.
Rear yard if bordering residential zone district: 25 feet.
Lake Superior: 40 feet from vegetation line.

4. Minimum lot width: 100 feet.

5. Maximum building height: 30 feet.

6. Open space requirement:  At least 30% of the project area must be preserved as open 
space.  In shoreland areas a minimum of 25% of lot frontage, as measured at the building 
setback line, must be preserved as open space.

7. Any public or private supply of water for domestic purposes must meet or exceed 
standards for water quality of the Minnesota Department of Health and the Minnesota 
Pollution Control Agency.

8. The project must be connected to the public sewer system.  All new units must utilize 
water conserving plumbing fixtures and have water meters installed and accessible which 
serve all sewage generating appliances.
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9. Parking and loading requirements:  One (1) off-street parking space for each room or unit 
shall be required.  One (1) off-street parking space shall be required for each non-resident 
employee.  For motels or hotels with restaurants and/or bars, one off-street parking space 
shall be required for each five (5) seats, based on maximum seating capacity.  One (1) 
loading space shall be required for each structure over 20,000 square feet of gross floor 
area.

10. Application criteria:  The application shall provide a detail development plan which shall 
include the following:

a. The property under consideration, including property boundaries, contours, on-
site features, roads, lakes, rivers, and other relevant features.

b. Building elevations, location on site, proposed uses, number of units and 
commercial operations, including a floor plan for all structures.

c. A concept statement describing the project.

d. Parking areas and driveways for both residences and commercial activities, 
vehicle loading/unloading areas, proposed road entrances, and projected traffic 
generation of the proposed development.

e. Proposed phasing of the final development.

f. Description of how the project will operate after completion.

g. Nature of proposed ownership after completion.

h. Proposed fire protection.

i. Proposed homeowners association agreement, where applicable.

j. Detailed landscape plan which shows existing vegetation and proposed 
alterations and new plantings and landscaping.

k. Open space location and use.

l. Water sources and water supply system plans.

m. Proposed sewage treatment system plans.

n. Storm water runoff plans (construction and operation).

o. Erosion control plan for shoreline, where applicable.

p. Erosion control plan for site (construction and operation).

q. Evidence of application for appropriate permits, state and federal.

r. Evidence of availability of necessary public utilities.

SECTION 28. Pursuant to Grand Marais City Code, Chapter 19, Section 19.03, 
subdivision 2, and Section 19.21, subdivision 1, within 30 days following enactment of 
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this Ordinance, the existing Zoning Map of the City of Grand Marais is hereby repealed 
in its entirety and is hereby replaced by the adoption of the 2020 Zoning Map as provided 
in Exhibit 1 to this Ordinance, which is attached hereto and incorporated herein by 
reference.

SECTION 29. City Administration and/or any contracted codification service 
and/or publisher of the Grand Marais City Code, is hereby authorized and directed to 
correct all internal cross references, reformat and sequentially renumber and re-
alphabetize the various provisions of Chapter 19, as amended hereby, as necessary to 
codify the same in the Grand Marais City Code, and in a format consistent therewith 
following final passage. 

SECTION 30. This ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication. 

Passed by the City Council of the City of Grand Marais this ___ day of _____________, 
2020.

___________________________ Attest:___________________________
Jay Arrowsmith DeCoux, Mayor Michael Roth
City Administrator
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EXHIBT 1

2020 ZONING MAP


