AGENDA
GRAND MARAIS PLANNING COMMISSION
July 5, 2028, 5:15 P.M.

A. CALL TO ORDER

B. CONSENT AGENDA
1. ROLL CALL
2. ADOPT AGENDA

3. APPROVE MINUTES

C. PUBLIC HEARINGS

-None

D. OTHER BUSINESS

-Solid Waste Ordinance Review

ADJOURN



Planning Commission Minutes
June 7, 2023

The meeting was called to order by Commissioner Garry at 5:15 p.m.

Members present: Stacey Hawkins, Brandon Batchler, and Michael Garry
Absent: Anton Moody and Ben Peters

Staff Present: Patrick Knight, Mike Roth

Others Present: Jean Marie Modl, John Scully

Motion by Hawkins, seconded by Batchler to approve the consent agenda. Approved
unanimously.

Dave Walters’ presented a request for a variance to construct a new structure within the required 25' rear
yard setback.

John Scully expressed concern that the placement of the house on Walters’ property may impede Scully’s
snow removal.

Jean Marie Modl voiced her support for the project.

The commission asked Walters and Scully if a 14 foot setback would address both of their concerns, both
were amenable.

Motion by Hawkins, seconded by Batchler to approve Dave Walters’ variance request for a 14 foot
rear setback. Approved unanimously.

The Commission discussed prioritizing review of dumpster requirements for businesses, lot fill, parking
requirements, dumpster requirements was selected as the councils 1st priority for review followed by

lotfill, and parking requirements.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:54 p.m.



City of Grand Marais

MEMO

TO:

Grand Marais Planning Commissioners

FROM: Patrick Knight, Communications Director
DATE: June 30, 2023
SUBJECT: Solid Waste Ordinance Review

Commissioners, at your June 7th meeting, you identified solid waste management as a
priority for ordinance review and potential revision.

In this memo I have included existing City of Grand Marais ordinance related to solid
waste, and examples of ordinance from other cities are intended to provide a basis for
discussion at your July 5th meeting.

The goal of the discussion will be to determine what aspects of solid waste management the
commission is interested in regulating.

Relevant City of Grand Marais Ordinance:

CHAPTER 50 SANITATION
50.01 Definitions

DOMESTIC WASTE. Includes, but is not limited to, liquid waste produced by
bathing, laundry, culinary operations and liquid wastes from toilets and floor drains,
and specifically excludes animal waste and commercial process water.

GARBAGE. Material resulting from the handling, processing, storage, preparation,
serving and consumption of food.

NUISANCE. Any condition which is injurious to health, offensive to the senses, or
interferes with public or private use of property.

PUTRESCIBLE MATERIAL. Solid waste which is capable of becoming rotten or
which may reach a foul state of decay or decomposition.

REFUSE. Putrescible and nonputrescible solid waste including, but not limited to,
garbage, rubbish, ashes, incinerator ash, incinerator residue, street cleanings, market
and industrial solid wastes, and sewage treatment wastes which are in a dry form.


https://grandmarais.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=CHAPTER_50_SANITATION
https://grandmarais.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=50.01_Definitions

RUBBISH. Nonputrescible solid wastes, including ashes, consisting of both
combustible and noncombustible wastes, such as paper, cardboard, tin cans, yard
clippings, wood, glass, bedding, crockery or litter of any kind.

SANITARIAN. The person or his or her authorized representative appointed as the
Sanitarian for the city by the Council.

SANITARY LANDFILL. An area of land which is or could be used for the disposal of
solid waste without creating pollution of land, water or air, hazards to the public
health or safety, or public nuisance, by utilizing the principles of engineering to
confine the solid waste to the smallest practical volume.

SOLID WASTE. Garbage, refuse and other discarded solid materials, except animal
waste used as fertilizer, including solid waste materials resulting from industrial,
commercial, agricultural operations and community activity but does not include
earthen fill boulders and rocks, or dissolved materials in domestic sewage or other
significant pollutants in water resources, such as silt, dissolved or wastewater
effluent, dissolved materials, suspended solids in irrigation return flows or other
common water pollutants.

SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT. The storage, collection and removal of solid waste
from public and private property, its transportation to intermediate or final disposal
facilities and its ultimate disposal by approved methods.

(1994 Code, § 54-1)
50 Solid Waste
50.15 Storage, Transportation And Disposal

Generally.

1. The owner, lessee or occupant of any premises, business establishment or
industry shall be responsible for the storage of all solid waste accumulated at
that premises, business establishment or industry.

2. No building, structure, area or premises shall be constructed or maintained
for human occupancy, use or assembly without safe and sanitary facilities for
storage, collection, transportation and disposal of all solid waste.

Storage.

1. Garbage and similar putrescible waste shall be stored in:

a. Durable, rust resistant, nonabsorbent, water-tight, rodent-proof and easily
cleanable containers, with close fitting, fly-tight covers having adequate
handles to facilitate handling; or

b. Other types of containers acceptable to the solid waste collection service and
conforming to the intent of this subchapter.

2. Solid waste shall be stored in durable containers or as otherwise provided in
this chapter. Where putrescible wastes are stored in combination with


https://grandmarais.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=50_Solid_Waste
https://grandmarais.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=50.15_Storage,_Transportation_And_Disposal

nonputrescible wastes, containers for the storage of the mixture shall meet
requirements for putrescible waste containers.

All containers for the storage of solid waste shall be maintained in such a
manner as to prevent the creation of a nuisance or unsanitary condition.
Containers that are broken or otherwise fail to meet the requirements of this
subchapter shall be replaced with acceptable containers.

Solid waste objects or materials too large or otherwise unsuitable for storage
containers shall be stored in a manner which is pollution-free and
nuisance-free.

Garbage and similar putrescible material shall not be stored on public or
private property for more than two weeks without written approval of the
Sanitarian. Rubbish shall not be stored on public or private property for
more than 30 days without written approval of the Sanitarian.

Transport and disposal. Every person transporting and disposing of solid waste shall
conform to the following.

L.

The vehicles and containers used for hauling solid wastes shall be operated in
such a manner as not to create a health hazard or a nuisance.

Vehicles and containers used for the collection and transportation of any
solid wastes shall be loaded and moved in such a manner that the contents
will not fall, leak or spill therefrom. Any spillage shall be cleaned up to
prevent a nuisance condition.

Solid waste shall be disposed of at a solid waste disposal site designated by
the County Board of Commissioners.

50.16 Licensing Of Collectors And Haulers

Every person who shall engage for hire in the activity of collecting and hauling solid
waste in the county shall be deemed licensed pursuant to this subchapter.

CHAPTER 91 NUISANCES

91.01 Generally

Whoever by his or her act or failure to perform a legal duty intentionally does any
of the following is guilty of maintaining a nuisance:

A.

B.

Maintains or permits a condition which unreasonably injures, or endangers
the safety or health of the public; or

Is guilty of any other act or omission declared by law to be a public nuisance
and for which no sentence is specifically provided.

91.02 Public Nuisances Affecting Health

The following are hereby declared to be public nuisances affecting health:


https://grandmarais.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=50.16_Licensing_Of_Collectors_And_Haulers
https://grandmarais.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=CHAPTER_91_NUISANCES
https://grandmarais.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=91.01_Generally
https://grandmarais.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=ordinances#name=91.02_Public_Nuisances_Affecting_Health

e Failure to keep waste, refuse or garbage in an enclosed building or properly
contained in a rodent-free and fly-tight closed container designed for such
purposes;

e Causing or allowing the contamination of any well, cistern, stream, lake or
other body of water by sewage, waste or other material or substances;

e Allowing exposed accumulation of decayed or unwholesome food or
vegetable matter; and

e Allowing accumulation of manure, refuse or other debris.

I have compiled a list of additional regulatory approaches, by reviewing many other cities
ordinances pertaining to solid waste. The following examples are intended to demonstrate
a wide range of parameters, that may or may not be identified as important to the
commission.

Accumulation: Accumulation of waste is related to both the amount of space provided to

receive the waste and the frequency that they waste is removed, accumulation can be
addressed by:

a. Hauling Frequency

Albertville, MN:

Waste shall be removed from all premises at least once every seven (7) days,
and every person shall keep his premises at all times free and clean from
same.

Cottage Grove, MN:
Licensees shall make weekly collection of solid waste for all accounts at least
once or more frequently as is necessary to protect the public’s health.

b. Volume Threshold

Cottage Grove:

Where garbage volume exceeds three (3) 90-gallon containers per week,
dumpster service shall be utilized with the frequency of pick up being not
less than once per week.

c. Container Requirement
Cottage Grove, Mn:

Owners of commercial/multiple-residential dwellings/industrial
establishments shall provide one (1) or more containers to hold and contain



all garbage required by the City which may accumulate between times of
collection.

Aitkin, MN:

Each mobile food unit shall provide a receptacle for litter, which shall be
located within 15 feet of the unit and shall be maintained and emptied
regularly. The receptacle must be adequate in size, so waste does not begin to
overflow from the receptacle.

d. Hauling Requirement

Davison, MN:

It shall be the responsibility of the owner, occupant, tenant, or lessee of any
business, professional office, or commercial establishment to arrange for the
collection and disposal of any and all solid waste generated in their
operations.

2. Enclosure/Screening: Enclosure or screening may be used to protect aesthetic
characteristics, prevent infiltration & spread from pests and weather:

Elko New Market, MN:

For commercial, industrial, or multi-family residential properties, all
dumpsters, garbage containers, or refuse bins that are stored outside shall be
screened from view.

Albertville, MN:

The following provisions apply to commercial, industrial, institutional, and
residential structures with more than four (4) units: 1. Storage: All refuse,
recyclable materials 1, and necessary handling equipment including, but not
limited to, garbage cans, recycling bins, and dumpsters shall be stored within
the principal structure, within an accessory building, or a trash enclosure that
totally screens the equipment from eye level view from all neighboring uses
and the public right of way. 2. Trash Enclosures: Trash enclosures that
contain refuse and recyclable material or equipment shall require the
following: a. Exterior wall of the trash enclosure shall be masonry or similar
and/or complement the principal building. b. The enclosed trash and/or
recycling receptacle/enclosure area shall be located in the rear or side yard
and shall observe all applicable accessory building setback requirements and
easements. c. The trash and/or recycling enclosure shall be in an accessible
location for pick up hauling vehicles. d. The trash and/or recycling
receptacles shall be fully screened from view of adjacent properties and the
public right of way by a fence or wall of at least six feet (6') in height.



Dwelling Units, Single-Family, Duplexes, And All Other Residential
Structures With Four Or Less Units: Garbage cans, waste containers and
recycling bins for dwelling units, single-family, duplexes, and all other
residential structures with four (4) or less units shall be kept either within the
principal building or accessory building or in rear or side yards.

Pick Up Day: Permanent waste containers, bulky materials, disposable and
sealed containers used by SR homes, containing waste, may be placed on the
curbside for pick up, but may not be placed on the curbside any earlier than
sunset preceding the day of scheduled pick up and must be removed by
sunset of the scheduled pick up day.

3. Sanitation&Containment: pertaining to minimizing leeching or loss of waste from
storage container minimize attracting pests

a. Preparation for placement

Albertville, MN:

It shall be the duty of the owner, occupant or person in charge of any
premises to cause all garbage produced on the premises to be securely
wrapped, bagged and placed in either a sealed disposable container or
permanent container as defined herein, as soon as practicable after the same
is produced on the premises. All garbage placed in permanent containers
shall be bagged or wrapped in such a manner as will permit its free passage
out of said container. All liquid waste shall be confined in a leakproof
container.

b. Container specifications

Rockford, MN:

Except as otherwise provided, all garbage and refuse shall be kept in rust
resistant, water tight, nonabsorbent and easily washable containers which are
equipped with bail or handles and covered with close-fitting covers.

Paintsville, KY:

Garbage and refuse shall be kept in durable insect-proof and rodent-proof
containers that are leak proof and do not absorb liquids. Plastic bags and
wet-strength paper bags may be used to line these containers, and may be
used for storage inside the food service establishment when protected from
insects and rodents.

Davison, MN



Containers shall be leak proof and have functioning lids that shall be kept
closed so that the containers' contents are not visible to the public and so that
the containers' contents cannot blow, drift, or drop from the containers.

c. Container maintenance requirements

Lakeville, MN:

All enclosures and receptacles shall be kept in a good state of repair and waste
receptacles shall include secure lids or covers to properly contain the waste
and all gates and doorways into the enclosure shall be kept closed between
garbage pick ups.

Albertville, MN:

All waste containers shall at all times be maintained and kept neat and clean
and in good order by the owner, occupant or person in charge of any
premises in the city. Such containers shall be disinfected with a disinfectant
solution as often as necessary to maintain them in a sanitary condition.

Rockford, MN

All containers shall be washed and treated with disinfectant as often as
necessary to prevent a nuisance. Recyclable containers shall be vendor-
approved containers.

Paintsville, KY

after being emptied, each container shall be thoroughly cleaned on the inside
and outside in a way that does not contaminate food, equipment, utensils, or
food preparation areas. Suitable facilities, including hot water and detergent,
shall be provided and used for washing containers. Liquid waste from
compacting or cleaning operations shall be disposed of as sewage.

4. Land Use: Relating to the location and volume of containers and enclosures
a. Location & Specifications

Albertville, MN:

Institutional, multiple-family (4 or more units), commercial, and industrial
waste containers not mounted on wheels shall be stored on durable racks
placed on an easily cleanable surface and screened from view. The racks,
when placed on the surface, shall be raised above the ground. Containers
mounted on wheels shall be specifically designed for use with collection
vehicles, and said containers must be placed on a concrete or other non
penetrable surface. All refuse, recyclable materials and necessary handling
equipment including, but not limited to, garbage cans, recycling bins, and
dumpsters shall be stored within the principal structure, within an accessory
building, or within a trash enclosure that totally screens the equipment from



eye level view from all neighboring uses and the public right of way. Trash
enclosures that contain refuse and recyclable material or equipment shall
require the following: a. Exterior wall of the trash enclosure shall be masonry
or similar and/or complement the principal building. b. The enclosed trash
and/or recycling receptacle/enclosure area shall be located in the rear or side
yard and shall observe all applicable accessory building setback requirements
and easements. c. The trash and/or recycling enclosure shall be in an
accessible location for pick up hauling vehicles. d. The trash and/or recycling
receptacles shall be fully screened from view of adjacent properties and the
public right of way by a fence or wall of at least six feet (6') in height.

Brooklyn Park, MN:

Trash enclosures must have minimum inside dimensions, excluding
pedestrian access areas, of 8 feet by 12 feet, and must be sized to
accommodate all waste, recycling, and trash storage. Walls and gates must be
of a height to fully screen the view of the bins and storage. A maximum
6-inch space may exist at the bottom of the gate to the ground surface. A
maximum of two openings on not more than two sides area allowed for
drainage. Each opening may not exceed 8 inches by 16 inches per wall
section.

1. Trash enclosures must meet all setback requirements.

2. Trash enclosure doors must not restrict driveways, extend into adjacent
parking spaces, or obstruct fire hydrants or building exits.

3. Trash enclosures must be located so they are accessible to collection
vehicles.

4. Trash enclosures must remain at least five feet from any combustible
construction or building openings.

5. Communication:

San Diego, CA:

For commercial premises that generate two (2) cubic yards or more of total
solid waste, recyclable materials, and organic materials per week (or other
threshold defined by the State) and that provide customers access to the
business, provide customers with a recyclable materials and an organic
materials bin or container to collect recyclable materials and organic
materials purchased on the premises for immediate consumption and that
fulfills all of the following requirements:

(i) Is adjacent to each bin or container for solid waste, except in restrooms.
(ii) Is visible and easily accessible.

(iii) Is clearly marked with educational signage indicating the types of
recyclable materials or organic materials that are appropriate to place in the
recyclable materials or organic materials bins or containers in accordance
with state law and the local jurisdiction's solid waste ordinances and practices.



