
AGENDA
GRANDMARAIS PLANNING COMMISSION

June 7, 2023, 5:15 P.M.

A. CALL TO ORDER

B. CONSENT AGENDA

1. ROLL CALL

2. ADOPT AGENDA

3. APPROVE MINUTES

C. PUBLIC HEARINGS

-Walter Variance Request

D. OTHER BUSINESS

-Planning and Zoning Ordinance Revision

ADJOURN



Planning Commission Minutes
May 3, 2023

The meeting was called to order by Commissioner Garry at 5:15 p.m.

Members present: Anton Moody, Stacey Hawkins, Ben Peters, Brandon Batchler, and Michael Garry
Absent:
Staff Present: Patrick Knight, Mike Roth
Others Present: Anna Hamilton, Gerry Donek, John Scully, Gail Anderson, Linda Jurek, Anne

Sullivan, Lawrence Doe, Kimber Wralsted, Joyce Haskri, Mary Somnis, Doug
Sander, Patty Lang, Dave Mills

Tom Crosby presented a request for a conditional use permit to operate a 2 bedroom long-term rental
located on the 2nd floor above a retail bakery on a property zoned Core Downtown Waterfront.

Dave Mills voiced his support for the project.

Motion by Peters, seconded by Hawkins to approve Tom & Hana Crosby’s conditional use permit
request. Approved unanimously.

P&R Development LLC & the Cook County HRA presented a request for a conditional use permit to
construct a 51-unit multifamily residential apartment project on a property zoned R-1.

13 members of the public made comments during the hearing. and 14 letters were received from
members of the public who were unable to attend the meeting. Comments were made in support of the
proposed apartment and comments opposed to an apartment complex being built in the requested area.
Issues of concern raised include the traffic safety of the Gunflint Trail intersection, pedestrian safety,
impact to wetlands, and stormwater concerns.

Motion by Garry, seconded by Peters to approve the conditional use permit for the initial phase
(51-unit apartment building), contingent upon the applicant providing a suitable stormwater
management plan and a traffic safety plan approved by the county highway engineer before
receiving a land use permit.
Additionally, before proceeding with a second phase of construction on the property the applicant
will be required to submit a 2nd conditional use application to the planning commission.
Approved unanimously.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:02 p.m.



City of Grand Marais

MEMO
TO: Grand Marais Planning Commissioners
FROM: Patrick Knight, Communications Director
DATE: June 1, 2023
SUBJECT: Walters Variance Request

Request: Dave Walters’ is requesting a variance to construct a new structure within
the required 25' rear yard setback.

Location of Property: 3xx 5th St East The property is legally described as
Vanbrunt Lightbody addition; Block 9; Lot 6, Lot 7, Lot 8.

Condition of Property: This approximately N 77’xW 83’xE 68’x S78’ lot is zoned
R-1 Residential District. Neighboring properties include residences and
community service uses.

Items To Be Considered: In the City of Grand Marais a variance can be granted
only if all of the following apply:

1. The variance is in harmony with the purpose and intent of the ordinance.
2. The variance is consistent with the comprehensive plan.
3. The proposal seeks to use the property in a reasonable manner not permitted by
the zoning ordinance.
4. The plight of the landowner is due to circumstances unique to the property not
created by the landowner.
5. The variance, if granted, will not alter the essential character of the locality.



Relevant Zoning Purpose Statement:

152.04 R-1 Residential District

Purpose. The R-1 Residential District is intended to provide a healthy, safe and
attractive residential environment, protect property values and the environment
and offer a variety of housing types that meet people’s lifecycle and affordability
needs, both year-round and seasonal.

Relevant Comprehensive Plan Section:

GOALS AND POLICIES

Goal
To create a framework for public and private decision making affecting the City of
Grand Marais that:

1. Protects and enhances the natural resources of Grand Marais.
2. Provide economic opportunity for residents.
3. Respect the needs and desires of residents.
4. Provide for a full mix of land uses without adverse impact.
5. Recognizes the recreational and aesthetic value of the area to residents and

visitors.
6. Ensures consistency of actions.

RESIDENTIAL AREAS

Goals

● To provide a healthy, safe and attractive residential environment.

● To protect property values and the natural environment through the
harmonious relationship of land use, highways and natural features.

● To provide a mix of residential options both seasonal and year round, and
for all income levels.

Policies

● Develop affordable housing to draw young families to the area.

● Require off street parking for all new homes and Bed and Breakfast homes.

● Sensitive orientation, spacing, placement and appearance of all new
structures will be encouraged to seek compatibility with natural topography
and vegetation.



Community Vision

1. Support and enhance local business
2. Encourage expansion of sustainable energy uses
3. Develop access to housing that all people can afford throughout their lives
4. Expand education for the mind, body, and soul
5. Invest in safe, people-friendly infrastructure that supports active living
6. Enhance the community’s deep connection to the outdoors, and active
engagement of the environment
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City of Grand Marais

MEMO
TO: Grand Marais Planning Commissioners
FROM: Patrick Knight, Communications Director
DATE: June 1, 2023
SUBJECT: Zoning Ordinance Revision

The Grand Marais City Council at their Wednesday, May 31st 2023 meeting
discussed a number of issues that could be addressed by the Zoning Ordinance.
The Council would like the planning commission to consider reviewing and
updating ordinances relating to:

● Parking requirements for lodging accommodations
● Lot Fill - issue with height
● Garbage receptacles requirements for mobile food vendors
● Dumpster requirements for businesses

At your meeting please discuss which items you would like to add to a future
agenda for review.


