CITY OF GRAND MARAIS, MINNESOTA
CITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 2016-04

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GRAND MARAIS, MINNESOTA APPROVING THE REQUEST FOR A VARIANCE FOR DALE AND SUE AMONDSON TO CONSTRUCT A STAIRWAY WITHIN THE REQUIRED SETBACKS

WHEREAS, the applicants, Dale and Susan Amondson, seek a Variance from shoreline setbacks to construct a stairway to the beach at their property, zoned R-1; and,

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission conducted a public hearing on April 6, 2016, and received public testimony regarding the proposed Variance; and

WHEREAS, all required notices regarding the public hearing were properly made; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has reviewed the request and recommended approval of the Variance: and

WHEREAS, the City Council reviewed the requested Variance and Planning Commission recommendation at its meeting of April 13, 2016.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GRAND MARAIS, MINNESOTA, that it adopts the following findings of fact related to the requested Variance:

Criteria #1	The variance is in harmony with the purpose and intent of the ordinance.

Finding #1	The stairs are replacing an existing stair in disrepair.

Criteria #2	The variance is consistent with the comprehensive plan.

Finding #2	The comprehensive plan calls for a healthy and safe residential area.

Criteria #3	The proposal seeks to use the property in a reasonable manner not permitted by the zoning ordinance.

Finding #3	The existing stairs as well as the proposed stairs allow the owners to access their Lake Superior beach, which they would otherwise not be able to do.

Criteria #4	The plight of the landowner is due to circumstances unique to the property not created by the landowner

Finding #4	There is a 14’ cliff between the primary area of the property and the beach area, which is served by an existing stair in need of replacement.

Criteria #5	The variance, if granted, will not alter the essential character of the locality.

Finding #5	The stairs are consistent with that of neighboring properties.



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Variance to allow Dale and Susan Amondson to construct a stairway within the required shoreline setback at their property is hereby approved.

Passed by the City Council of the City of Grand Marais, Minnesota this 13th day of April, 2016.


							_____________________________
(SEAL)							Mayor Jay Arrowsmith DeCoux

ATTEST:

____________________________________
Michael J. Roth
City Administrator



Exhibit A

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:

East 100’ of Government Lot 2 South of Old State Road 1, Section 21, Township 61N, Range 1E
