ORDINANCE 2011-01

ORDINANCE NO. 2011-01

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF GRAND MARAIS, MINNESOTA, AMENDING GRAND MARAIS CODE, ZONING ORDIANCE, CHAPTER 19

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GRAND MARAIS DOES ORDAIN THAT GRAND MARAIS CODE, ZONING ORDINANCE (REVISED 2008) CHAPTER 19, SEC. 19.20, SUBD. 1, 2, AND 5 ARE HEREBY AMENDED AS FOLLOWS (deleted material is lined out; new material is underlined; subsections which are not being amended are omitted):

19.20	ADJUSTMENTS AND VARIANCES


Subdivision 1.	Purpose

The Council, in each case as hereinafter provided, shall have the power to grant adjustments in and exceptions to any of the provisions of this chapter to the extent of the following and no further. hear requests for variances from the requirements of the zoning ordinance including restrictions placed on nonconformities, or 

1.	To vary or modify the strict application of any of the regulations or provisions contained in this chapter in cases in which there are practical difficulties or unnecessary hardships in the way of such strict application. 

2.	Tto permit the extension of a district where the boundary line thereof divides a lot in one ownership at the time of the passage of this chapter, August 5, 1971, or any amendment.


Subdivision 2.	Application

Application for any adjustment permissible under the provisions of this section shall be made to the Zoning Administrator in the form of a written application for a permit to use the property or premises as set forth in the application.  An application for an adjustment a variance shall be accompanied by payment of a fee in such amount as may be set by the Council from time to time in addition to the regular building fee, if any.  The amount shall be specified in the “FEES” chapter of this Code.  Upon receipt of any application such officer shall set a time and place for a public hearing before the Planning Commission on such application.  The Planning Commission shall give notice of the time and place of the public hearing - notice shall be given not more than thirty (30) days nor less than ten (10) days in advance of the hearings, by publishing a notice thereof at least once in a newspaper published in the City, by notifying the owner or owners of the property under consideration, and by notifying by mail at least ten (10) days prior to the meeting the property owners within three hundred (300) feet of the subject property.  The current City Assessor’s tax records shall be deemed sufficient for the location of said properties.


Subdivision 5.	Conditions for Issuance

For Variances:  A variance may be granted only upon finding all of the following:

1.	The variance is in harmony with the purpose and intent of the ordinance.
2.	The variance is consistent with the comprehensive plan.
3.	The proposal puts property to use in a reasonable manner.
4.	There are unique circumstances not created by the landowner.
1.	The proposed use is reasonable.
2.	It would be unreasonable to require conforming to the ordinance.
3.	The difficulty of conforming to the ordinance is due to circumstances unique to the property.
4.	The problem must be one not created by the landowner.
5.	The variance, if granted, will not alter the essential character of the locality.



Passed by the City Council of the City of Grand Marais this ____ day of ______, 2011.
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