CITY OF GRAND MARAIS
MINUTES 
October 9, 2013

Mayor Carlson called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m. 

Members present:	Larry Carlson, Jan Sivertson, Tim Kennedy, Bob Spry and Bill Lenz 
Members absent:	None
Staff present:	Mike Roth, Kim Dunsmoor and Chris Hood

Mayor Carlson invited the public to speak during a period of open forum.  Open Forum is limited to one half-hour.  No person may speak more than 5 minutes or more than once.  No one spoke.

Motion by Kennedy, seconded by Lenz to approve the Agenda; September 25, 2013, Minutes; and Payment of Bills.  Approved unanimously.

The Christmas Parade will be held Friday, November 29, 2013, at 5:00 pm.

Pearl and Herman Muus are requesting a variance to construct a second story addition 8’ from the side yard lot line, 2’ within the required 10’ setback, and 10’ from the front lot line, 15’ within the required 25’ setback.   This addition would be located within the existing building footprint.  The property is described as Lots 14-16, excepting the west 8’, Block 9, Bramer Addition – 901 W 1st Street.  This property has a single family home and an attached garage.  It is located in a neighborhood of single family homes zoned R-1.  The existing house is located within the required setback and was built prior to the adoption of the zoning ordinance.  A public hearing was held October 2, 2013.  No members of the public were present to comment.  Two letters of support were received at City Hall prior to the hearing.  The Planning Commission found that the expanded residential use will provide an attractive residential environment and protect residential property values, infill development is desired, the addition is located within the existing building footprint and will be reasonable in scale, the existing house was constructed within current setbacks prior to the adoption of the zoning ordinance and the addition fits with the residential and creative character of the neighborhood.  The Planning Commission recommended approving the variance by a 3-0 vote.

Motion by Lenz, seconded by Spry to approve Resolution 2013-15 A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Grand Marais, Minnesota Approving the Request for a Variance for Herman and Pearl Muus.  Approved unanimously.

Jan Sivertson is requesting a variance to construct a single family home addition 23.5’ from the front lot line, 2.5’ within the required setback.  This home would be an addition to an existing structure.  The property is described as Lots 8-10, Block 14, Harbor Addition – 401 W 1st Street.  This corner lot has an existing single family home and detached garage.  The lot is zoned R-1 and located in a neighborhood of single family homes and small scale resorts.  Resort Commercial Neighborhood is the adjacent zoning to the west.  Commercial-Residential Mixed Use is the adjacent zoning to the south.  A public hearing was held October 2, 2013.  No members of the public were present to comment.  The Planning Commission found that this expanded residential use will provide an attractive residential environment and protect residential property values, infill development is desired, high valued homes with views of Lake Superior are desired, the minimal request for setback encroachment would still place the structure further from the street than neighboring structures, the severe slope on the South side of the property provides an opportunity for desired views and the addition fits with the residential character of the neighborhood.  The Planning Commission recommended approving the variance by a 3-0 vote.

Motion by Kennedy, seconded by Lenz to approve Resolution 2013-16 A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Grand Marais, Minnesota Approving the Request for a Variance for Jan Sivertson.  
Ayes:  Carlson, Kennedy, Spry and Lenz			Abstain:  Jan Sivertson

The City of Grand Marais has been named a Bronze Bicycle Friendly Community by the League of American Bicyclists.  For the past two years the Active Living Steering Committee has worked to promote its mission of “more people, more active, more often.”  With support from the State Health Improvement Program, this committee and its partner organizations have offered bicyclist classes, held an annual bike rodeo, installed bike racks in downtown Grand Marais and coordinated the Move It in May program. 

Councilor Lenz’ Report:
1) Revenues for the park and golf course are similar to 2011, but marina revenues are down.  
2) The target closing date for the park is October 19:  however, if the nice weather continues, it will stay open longer.  
3) The bridge in the Community Connection has a roof now, but will have a metal roof when it is complete.

Councilor Spry’s Report:
1) The EDA is considering hiring a part-time administrator.
2) Construction is underway at Superior National Golf Course.

Councilor Sivertson’s Report:
1) The Library has received 99% of their interior furniture pieces.  
2) The Library is creating goals for 2014.  

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 4:46 p.m.





												
					Mayor, Laurence Carlson

ATTEST:



					
City Administrator, Michael J. Roth



