CITY OF GRAND MARAIS
MINUTES 
September 28, 2011


Mayor Carlson called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m. 

Members present:	Larry Carlson, Bob Spry, Tim Kennedy, Jan Sivertson and Bill Lenz

Members absent:	None

Staff present:	Mike Roth, Kim Dunsmoor, Dave Tersteeg and Chris Hood by telephone

Mayor Carlson invited the public to speak during a period of open forum.  Open Forum is limited to one half-hour.  No person may speak more than 5 minutes or more than once on the same subject.  No one spoke.

Motion by Spry, seconded by Lenz to approve the Agenda; September 14, 2011, Worksession Minutes; September 14, 2011, Minutes; Payment of Bills; and Community Business Partnership Grant Annual Report.  Approved unanimously.

Tim Scannell, Cook County Attorney, discussed the draft Social Host Ordinance that was passed by the Cook County Board yesterday.  The ordinance would discourage adults from allowing underage drinking on their property.  Chris Hood, City Attorney, would want to put the ordinance into a city format, identify the code and number, revise the effective date language, and defer to state statute for the penalty and fine for misdemeanors.

Motion by Kennedy, seconded by Lenz to approve the First Reading of Ordinance 2011-03 City of Grand Marais Social Host Ordinance with changes as outlined by the City Attorney.  Approved unanimously.

Cook County will hold a public hearing on November 8, 2011, to discuss the Social Host Ordinance.

Dave Tersteeg, Parks Manager, distributed two quotes for the repair or replacement of the boiler at the pool.  County Plumbing submitted a bid of $5,100 for the repair of the boiler or $26,575 for two new boilers.  Viking Plumbing submitted a bid of $ 4,800 for the repair of the boiler or $28,600 for two new boilers.  Both boiler proposals are very similar, however the boilers in the County Plumbing bid are rated a little higher in industry reviews.  They have the same BTU’s, many parts are the same, but the heat exchangers and warranties are different.  If the pool building is demolished the boilers could be used in other buildings.  The high efficiency boilers are estimated to have a 3 to 5 year pay back.

Motion by Lenz, seconded by Kennedy to hire County Plumbing to remove the old boilers and install two new boilers per their quote of $ 26,575.  Approved unanimously.

Motion by Spry, seconded by Kennedy to renew the Safety Management Program Contract with Minnesota Municipal Utilities Association (MMUA) in the amount of $12,950.  Approved unanimously.

The MPCA sent a letter commending the Grand Marais Public Utilities Sanitary System.  The report was complete and well done.  Thanks to Tom Nelson, Water/Wasterwater Superintendent and his department for a job well done.

Councilor Lenz’ Report:
1) Requested that the propane tank by the dog pound be moved away from the building.  It is no longer used by the city.

Councilor Sivertson’s Report:
1) Some citizen’s have asked if there is fluoride in the city’s drinking water.  Tom Nelson, Water/Wastewater Superintendent has this information.  

Councilor Kennedy’s Report:
1) Would like to have the bike trail/snowmobile trail discussion in the near future.  It will be scheduled for October 12th.

City Administrator Roth’s Report:
1) There will be a meeting at 1 p.m. on October 12th with MNDOT and Active Living to talk about snow removal and maintenance issues on the bike trail.
2) The animal ordinance will be discussed during the winter.
3) Met with MNDOT and Greg Wright of North House Folk School to discuss their proposed project in MNDOT’s right of way.  We will need to get a Limited Use Permit and then the project can proceed.
4) The department heads met and began the first step of creating a Capital Improvement Plan:  inventory and condition assessment.  We will put the information together in a format that people can understand.  Then we will have a workshop with the council, planning commission and the public.  We hope to have the Capital Improvement Plan completed by the end of the year. 
5) We will talk with the US Forest Service this winter about the proposed County Road 6 burn pile site.  We would need a license from the USFS in order to operate the site.  We will not reopen the site in the city limits.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 5:12 p.m. 


