
CITY OF GRAND MARAIS 
WORKSHOP MINUTES 

NOVEMBER 14, 2007 – 3:30 P.M. 
 

Mayor Larsen called the workshop to order at 3:30 p.m. 
 
Members present:  Evelyn Larsen, Kay Costello, Ed Bolstad, Tim Kennedy, and Bill 
Lenz. 
 
Staff present:  Mike Roth and Tina Hanson 
 
The workshop focused on the library and their present and future needs.  Present for the 
library was Fritz Sobanja, Sue Jordan, Linda Chappell, and David Quick. 
 
Sue Jordan spoke for the group; she gave some history about what they have 
accomplished to date.  They have looked at approximately 10 to 12 properties and 
presented what the library board felt were the two best scenarios.  The present Schulte 
property (the old Century building site) has a good location, stoplights are close, ability to 
put in sidewalks, and the price point they felt was good (approx. ½ city block for 
$470,000.00).  No money to date has been spent on developing ideas for this property. 
 
The library’s present location is possible but the big drawback is no parking potential.  
The adjoining small property values make their purchase cost prohibitive.  To date, the 
library board has spent $15,000. with an architectural planner and library consultant 
developing ideas for the present location. 
 
Bolstad asked how funding was going to be arranged.  Linda Chappell said the library 
currently has $350,000. in investments.  No attempt has been made to raise more money 
until a plan is approved.  The demographic work is in place but they need architectural 
plans.  The board would like 10,000 square feet, approximately 2 and ½ times what they 
presently have.  Further funding could come from the sale of the present building, 
funding from both the city and county, and also a possible additional 1% sales tax just for 
the library. 
 
Bolstad felt the ability to sell the present building would be limited as the City is keeping 
the present park in front of the library as it is.  An appraisal of the whole parcel, land 
(including the park area) and building came in at $1,064,400.00   Just the building and 
the two platted lots it sits on came in at $258,400.  The building sits in the C1 zone and 
meets all zoning requirements.  If the board went with a new building, the library would 
still have to stay in the present location until the new building was ready, so all funding 
has to be for entire costs. 
 
Paula Sundet, representing Higher Education spoke to the council regarding possible 
facility rental from the new proposed library.  Higher Ed is looking for a facility as they 
are outgrowing where they presently are.  They feel the two have similar technology 
needs, higher ed does not want to own their own place, and they can possibly get some 



state funding for expansion, provided a lease agreement could be arranged to benefit both 
parties.  Higher Ed is looking for a minimum of 1500 sq. feet – but probably double that. 
 
The Library Board felt that the total costs for planning, land and construction fees to be 
around 5 million dollars.  They wanted to know if the City is committed in having the 
Library Board continue on with this project.  The Council felt the Library Board should 
get a purchase agreement with the Schulte’s so that it would give the Board time to 
develop a plan for the building.  A motion to show commitment will be made at the 
regular City Council meeting. 
 
Workshop adjourned at 4:12 p.m. 
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