
CITY OF GRAND MARAIS 
MINUTES 

November 14, 2007 
 

Mayor Larsen called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m. 
 
Members present:  Tim Kennedy, Ed Bolstad, Kay Costello, and Bill Lenz 
 
Members absent:  none 
 
Staff present:  Mike Roth, Don Davison, and Tina Hanson 
 
Mayor Larsen invited the public to speak during a period of open forum.  Molly Hoffman 
came forward.  She stated she has been attending County Board meetings and they 
always start off with the Pledge of Allegiance.  She would like to see the City do the 
same.  She said it seems to settle people down, gives you a chance to gather your 
thoughts, it just feels nice.  No one else chose to speak. 
 
Motion by Bolstad, seconded by Costello to approve the consent agenda (agenda as 
presented, minutes from the October 31, 2007 meeting, and bills as presented in the 
packet).  Approved unanimously. 
 
Bev Wolke approached the Council to get a parade permit for the Christmas parade on 
Tuesday, November 20, 2007 and to answer any questions anyone may have. 
 
Motion by Costello, seconded by Bolstad to approve permit.  Approved 
unanimously. 
 
Molly Hoffman, representing Harbor Friends, addressed the Council requesting a letter of 
support to obtain funding for their outdoor classroom programs.  She brought along 
examples of books they have already had printed.  The inside work of each book is done 
by a volunteer.  They are trying to get financing helping with the outside and binding.  
They give these books away free to visitors to the area and are hoping to develop a 
program with teachers.  Hoffman also stated they were hoping to hire an executive 
director in January 2008. 
 
Motion by Bolstad, seconded by Lenz to execute a letter in support of their 
program. 
 
There was additional conversation about the books themselves and some that the group 
hopes to do in conjunction with other groups, in the near future. 
 
Approved unanimously. 
 



Judie Johnson and Greg Wright appeared before the Council representing North House 
and the three phase “Raising The Roof “ expansion project they are embarking on.  They 
are requesting three things from the Council: 

1. Approve a letter of agreement for what they are trying to do 
2. Draft a letter of support for use going after grants 
3. Be the applicant for the grant process with MN Lake Superior Coastal 

Program 
 
North House is planning a major remodel and building program in three phases.  The 
estimated cost to be around 2.75 million dollars.  To date, $470,000 has been raised.  
They definitely need more endowments. 
 
City Attorney Don Davison did not receive a full information letter and wants to go over 
all letters, contracts, or agreements before anything is voted on.  The council agreed to 
defer this matter till the next meeting. 
 
Jan Sivertson and Ron Wise came to the Council to answer any questions anyone may 
have about the combining of the Gunflint Trail Assoc. and GMATA in the present 
location funded by the City.  GTA does not have a substantial budget from which to draw 
so GMATA was hoping the present renting arrangement would continue at least for 2008.  
Concern regarding this was expressed by the council and they asked Roth to explore the 
lease more closely to make sure it is legal to provide for out of the area businesses.  The 
Council did advice GMATA that the present arrangement may not continue with the next 
budgeting sessions. 
 
The second reading for Ordinance 2007-04 was held 
 
Motion by Bolstad, seconded by Costello to approve ordinance.  Approved 
unanimously. 
 
Final step is to publish the ordinance 
 
Motion by Kennedy, seconded by Costello, to negotiate with Schulte’s to secure their 
site for a possible library location.  Approved unanimously. 
 
A committee consisting of Mike Roth, Don Davison, Linda Chappell, and Sue Jordan 
will start the process. 
 
Mike Roth presented two additional bills he had just received. SEH ($58,947.21) and 
KGM ($144,178.34), both for EDA projects. 
 
Motion by Kennedy, seconded by Bolstad to approve the bills. 
 
Costello questioned where the money came from for these bills.  Roth explained it was 
money raised from bonding they sold.  The City holds the money until payment requests 
are made in writing. 



 
Approved unanimously. 
 
Council Reports: 
 
Lenz:  Lenz stated the pool would like all park issued pool ticket users be credited to the 
pool usage – this is just for informational purposes only. 

- Camping rates were raised 3% 
- Marina fees will also increase  
- City will be pursuing a Coastal Program Grant for future park plans 
- Park board vacancies again.  Roth said other openings are also occurring.  A 

general ad covering all vacancies will be run. 
 
Kennedy: Briefly discussed the Safety Committee and what they are all working on.  
They are in need of a lead person, Safety Director.  How does the council want this 
filled?  After minimal discussion: 
 
Motion by Kennedy, seconded by Bolstad for Financial Director to fill this position. 
Approved Unanimously. 
 

-EDA update: the lower income, Sawtooth Cottage Development-5 contractors 
picked up info packs.  No one submitted bids.  It shall be rebid in a few weeks. 

- Housing Coordinator update – grant funding seems to be coming together.  
There may also be some funding available for housing rehabilitation. 

- IRRRD Grant – The Cedar Grove/Sawtooth Cottage development received 
higher ranking than the Creechville project.  Final decision will be made at the December 
meeting, so Council members were encouraged to call and voice their opinions. 
 
 
Bolstad: Updated the Council regarding the hole(s) by the old power plant and the 
problems incurred with the MPCA. 
 - Addressed the broken pipe by the Coop and why we couldn’t fix it immediately 
(due to the increased water runoff after the rains). 

- North Shore Management meets next week 
 
Costello/Larsen had no reports for the Council. 
 
Davison:  Currently working on annexation agreements.  Also working on and refining 
parts of the zoning ordinances. 
 
Roth:  There will be a joint meeting with the County/City/School/Tribe on Thursday, 
November 15, 2007.  Topics of discussion include the pool and library 
 - landscaping – sod issues still exist from the 2nd street project.  Roth expects we 
will not pay them anything more and just do the remaining work ourselves. 

- the fire truck is almost ready 



- the old power plant needs another hole dug – bids have to go out and be 
approved by the MPCA and the Petro fund.  He is not sure when it will get 
done. 

 
Motion by Kennedy, seconded byLenz to adjourn.  Approved unanimously 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 5:55 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
             
     Mayor, Evelyn Larsen 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
      
City Administrator, Michael J. Roth 
 
 


