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ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 
 
 
Sec. 10-1. Definitions. 
 
 The following words, terms and phrases, when used in 
this chapter, shall have the meanings ascribed to them in 
this section, except where the context clearly indicates a 
different meaning: 
 
 Animal shelter or pound means any premises designated by 
the council for the purpose of impounding and caring for 
dogs, or other animals where practical. 
 
 Kennel means any place, building, tract of land, abode 
or vehicle wherein or whereupon dogs or cats are kept, 
congregated or confined, if the dogs or cats were obtained 
from municipalities, pounds, auctions, or by advertising for 
unwanted dogs or cats, or dogs or cats strayed, abandoned or 
stolen. ``Kennel'' does not include a pound owned and 
operated by any political subdivision of the state or a home 
where dogs or cats are kept as pets. 
 
 Officer means any law enforcement officer of the city or 
any person designated by the council to assist in enforcing 
this chapter. 
 
 Owner means any person owning, harboring, keeping or 
having custody of a dog or other animal. 
 
 Poundmaster means the person designated by the council 
to be in charge of the animal shelter or pound. 
 
 Restraint means that a dog is under restraint if it is 
on the premises of its owner, or is confined in a suitable 



vehicle or other enclosure, or is accompanied by and under 
the immediate and effective control, either by leash or 
command, of a responsible person. 
 
(Code 1977, § 15.01; Ord. No. 154, § 1, 7-8-92) 
 
 Cross reference(s)--Definitions generally, § 1-2. 
 
 State law reference(s)--``Kennel'' defined, Minn. Stat. 
§ 347.31, subd. 2. 
 
Sec. 10-2. Penalty. 
 
 Any person violating any provision of this chapter, the 
violation of which is not otherwise designated, is guilty of 
a petty misdemeanor. 
 
(Code 1977, § 15.27; Ord. No. 154, § 6(15.28), 7-8-92) 
 
Sec. 10-3. Poundmaster. 
 
 The chief of police shall be the city poundmaster. 
 
(Code 1977, § 15.02) 
 
 Cross reference(s)--Administration, ch. 2. 
 
Sec. 10-4. Appointment of enforcement officers. 
 
 The council may, from time to time, appoint such persons 
as may be necessary to enforce this chapter. Such persons 
shall have police powers insofar as necessary to enforce this 
chapter. No person shall interfere with, hinder or molest any 
such officer in the exercise of his powers. 
 
(Code 1977, § 15.03) 
 
Sec. 10-5. Applicability to nonresidents. 
 
 All parts of this chapter shall apply to nonresidents 
and animals owned by them, except that a dog kept in the city 
by a nonresident for a period not exceeding 90 days need not 



be licensed by this city, provided such dog is identified by 
a license tag issued by any other governmental body, or by a 
tag identifying the owner of the dog. 
 
(Code 1977, § 15.04) 
 
Sec. 10-6. Illegal release of impounded animal. 
 
 No unauthorized person shall break into the animal 
shelter, or release any dog or other animal legally 
impounded. 
 
(Code 1977, § 15.05) 
 
Sec. 10-7. Prevention of nuisance. 
 
 The owner of every animal shall prevent it from 
committing any act which constitutes a nuisance. It is a 
public nuisance for any animal to habitually or frequently 
bark, howl or cry, to chase vehicles, to frequent school 
grounds, parks or public beaches, to molest or annoy any 
person if such person is not on the property of the owner of 
such pet, or to molest, defile or destroy any property, 
public or private. Failure of the owner of a pet to prevent 
the pet from committing such a nuisance is a violation of 
this chapter. 
 
(Code 1977, § 15.11; Mo. of 8-13-86, § 15.11; Ord. No. 154, § 
3, 7-8-92) 
 
 Cross reference(s)--Nuisances, § 22-26 et seq. 
 
Sec. 10-8. Restraint within city limits. 
 
 No domestic pet (including, but not limited to, dogs and 
cats) shall be permitted outside the confines of a house or 
other building or a restrictive fence unless such animal is 
on a leash and is kept under the control of the owner or 
person charged with its care. No unattended domestic pet 
shall be tethered or leashed so as to allow it to reach the 
public street or sidewalk. 
 



(Code 1977, § 15.12; Mo. of 8-13-86, § 15.12) 
 
Sec. 10-9. Proper care. 
 
 No owner shall fail to provide any animal with 
sufficient good and wholesome food and water, proper shelter 
and protection from the weather, veterinary care when needed 
to prevent suffering, and humane care and treatment. No 
person shall beat, treat cruelly, torment or otherwise abuse 
any animal, or cause or permit any animal fight. No owner 
shall abandon any animal. 
 
(Code 1977, § 15.18; Ord. No. 154, § 4, 7-8-92) 
 
Sec. 10-10. Quarantine of certain animals. 
 
 Any animal that bites any person shall be quarantined 
for such time as may be directed by the city health officer. 
During the quarantine the animal shall be securely confined 
and kept from contact with any other animal. At the 
discretion of the health officer, the quarantine may be on 
the premises of the owner. However, if the health officer 
requires other confinement, the owner shall surrender the 
animal for the quarantine period to an animal shelter or 
shall, at owner's expense, place it in a veterinary hospital. 
 
(Code 1977, § 15.19; Ord. No. 154, § 5, 7-8-92) 
 
Sec. 10-11. Keeping certain animals prohibited. 
 
 No person shall permit any horse, mule, cow, swine, 
sheep, goat or other beast owned or controlled by him to 
reside within the city. 
 
(Code 1977, § 15.24) 
 
Sec. 10-12. Littering; removal of deposits. 
 
 (a) It is unlawful for any owner of an animal: 
 
 (1) To permit that animal to be on any property, public 

or private, not owned or possessed by such owner, 



unless such owner has in his/her immediate 
possession a device for the removal of excrement 
and depository for the transmission of excrement to 
a proper receptacle located upon the property owned 
or possessed by the owner of such animal; or 

 
 (2) To fail to promptly remove excrement left by such 

animal to a proper receptacle located on property 
owned or possessed by the owner of such animal. 

 
 (b) The provisions of this section shall not apply to 
the ownership or use of Seeing Eye dogs by blind persons, or 
similarly trained assist dogs used by handicapped persons, 
dogs when used in police activities by the city, or tracking 
dogs when used by or with the permission of the city. 
 
(Ord. No. 154, § 6(15.25), 7-8-92) 
 
Sec. 10-13. Impoundment of certain animals. 
 
 Any prohibited animal, or any other animal which may 
endanger the public welfare, found running at large or 
unrestrained within the city shall be subject to impoundment 
by any officer. 
 
(Code 1977, § 15.25; Ord. No. 154, § 6(15.26), 7-8-92) 
 
Sec. 10-14. Impoundment procedure for certain animals. 
 
 Where any animal as specified in section 10-13 is 
impounded, the same procedure, notice, care and disposition 
as used for animals shall be followed except: 
 
 (1) Where no city animal shelter can accommodate an 

animal other reasonable impoundment may be made. 
 
 (2) The notice shall reasonably describe the animal. 
 
 (3) The impounding fee and boarding fee shall reflect 

actual costs to the city. 
 
(Code 1977, § 15.26; Ord. No. 154, § 6(15.27), 7-8-92) 



 
Secs. 10-15--10-35. Reserved. 
 

ARTICLE II. DOGS GENERALLY 
 
 

DIVISION 1. GENERALLY 
 
 
Sec. 10-36. Interfering with tagged dogs. 
 
 No person shall, without the permission of the owner, 
remove the collar or tag from any licensed dog, nor 
wrongfully kill, maim, entice or carry away any dog collared 
and licensed as provided in this division. 
 
(Code 1977, § 15.10) 
 
Sec. 10-37. Return of unrestrained dogs. 
 
 Notwithstanding the provisions of this chapter regarding 
impounding, if a dog is found unrestrained and its owner can 
be identified and located, such dog need not be impounded, 
but may, instead, be taken to the owner. In such case, 
however, any other proceedings provided for in this article 
may be had against the owner for violation of this chapter. 
 
(Code 1977, § 15.17) 
 
Sec. 10-38. Muzzling proclamation. 
 
 Whenever the prevalence of rabies renders such action 
necessary to protect the public health and safety, the 
council shall issue a proclamation ordering every owner of a 
dog to muzzle it securely so that it cannot bite. No person 
shall violate such proclamation and any unmuzzled dog 
unrestrained during the time fixed in the proclamation shall 
be subject to impoundment as provided in this article. And 
the owner of such dog shall be subject to the penalty 
provided in this article. 
 
(Code 1977, § 15.20) 



 
Sec. 10-39. Proceedings for destruction of certain dogs. 
 
 Upon sworn complaint to a court of proper jurisdiction 
that any one of the following facts exists: 
 
 (1) That any dog at any time has destroyed property or 

habitually trespassed in a damaging manner on the 
property of persons other than the owner; 

 
 (2) That any dog at any time has attacked or bitten a 

person outside the owner's premises; 
 
 (3) That any dog is vicious or shows vicious habits or 

molests pedestrians or interferes with vehicles on 
the public streets or highways; 

 
 (4) That any dog is a public nuisance; 
 
 (5) That any dog is running at large in violation of 

this chapter; 
 
the presiding officer of the court shall issue a summons 
directed to the owner of the dog commanding him to appear 
before the court to show cause why the dog should not be 
seized by any police officer, or otherwise disposed of in the 
manner authorized in this chapter. Upon hearing and finding 
the facts true as complained of, the court may either order 
the dog killed, or order the owner to remove it from the 
city, or may order the owner to keep it confined to a 
designated place. If the owner violates such order, any 
officer may impound any dog described in such order. The 
provisions of this section are in addition to and 
supplemental to other provisions of this chapter. 
 
(Code 1977, § 15.21) 
 
Sec. 10-40. Summary destruction of certain dogs. 
 
 Whenever an officer has reasonable cause to believe that 
a particular dog presents a clear and immediate danger to 
residents of the city, because it is infected with rabies or 



because of a clearly demonstrated vicious nature, the 
officer, after making reasonable attempts to impound such 
dog, may summarily destroy the dog. 
 
(Code 1977, § 15.22) 
 
Sec. 10-41. Kennels. 
 
 No person shall maintain a kennel within the residential 
or commercial zones of the city. No person shall maintain a 
kennel within the permitted zones of the city without first 
securing a kennel license from the council, and paying the 
required fee for a kennel license. The council may, from time 
to time, set the fee for a kennel license. Such amount shall 
be specified in chapter 26. The license year for such 
licenses shall be January 1 to December 31. 
 
(Code 1977, § 15.23) 
 
Secs. 10-42--10-50. Reserved. 
 

DIVISION 2. LICENSING 
 
 
Sec. 10-51. Dog license required. 
 
 No person shall own, keep, harbor or have custody of any 
dog over six months of age without first obtaining a license 
therefor from the clerk or his agent. Application for license 
shall be made on forms prescribed by the clerk, which form 
shall set forth: the name and address of the owner; the name 
and address of the person making the application, if other 
than the owner; the breed, sex and age of the dog for which a 
license is sought. 
 
(Code 1977, § 15.06) 
 
Sec. 10-52. Requirements for issuance. 
 
 (a) Rabies vaccination. Every application for a dog 
license shall be accompanied by a certificate from a 
qualified veterinarian showing that the dog to be licensed 



has been given a vaccination against rabies within one year 
prior to the date of application. 
 
 (b) Fees. The applicant shall, at the time of filing an 
application for a dog license, pay to the clerk a license 
fee. The council may, from time to time, set the fees for a 
dog license. Such fee shall be as specified in chapter 26. A 
spayed female dog shall be considered to be unspayed for the 
purposes of this chapter, unless there is filed with the 
application for license a written statement of a licensed 
veterinarian that such dog has been spayed or otherwise 
rendered sterile. 
 
 (c) Terms. Each license issued shall be valid for the 
life of the dog. No license shall be transferable to another 
dog or to another owner. In the event of a change of address 
of the owner, the owner shall promptly inform the clerk of 
such new address. 
 
(Code 1977, § 15.07; Ord. No. 154, § 2, 7-8-92) 
 
Sec. 10-53. Issuance of tag. 
 
 Upon the payment of the dog license fee and compliance 
with other requirements of this chapter, the city clerk shall 
issue a license tag to the owner, on which tag the license 
number shall appear. 
 
(Code 1977, § 15.08) 
 
Sec. 10-54. Affixing tag to collar. 
 
 The owner shall cause the dog license tag to be affixed 
to a permanent metal fastening to the collar of the dog so 
licensed in such a manner that the tag may be easily seen. 
 
(Code 1977, § 15.09) 
 
Secs. 10-55--10-65. Reserved. 
 

DIVISION 3. IMPOUNDMENT 
 



 
Sec. 10-66. Authority. 
 
 An unrestrained dog may be taken by any officer and 
impounded in an animal shelter and there confined in a humane 
manner. An impounded dog shall be kept for not less than five 
regular business days, excluding Sundays and legal holidays, 
unless earlier reclaimed by its owner as provided in this 
division. 
 
(Code 1977, § 15.13) 
 
Sec. 10-67. Notice. 
 
 (a) Upon impounding any dog, an officer or the 
poundmaster shall, within the business day thereafter, post 
in three or more conspicuous places in the city a notice of 
impounding in substantially the following form: 
 

NOTICE OF IMPOUNDING DOG 
 
 
 
 
DATE ____,19________ 
 

 

 
 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 
 
 I HAVE THIS DAY TAKEN UP AND IMPOUNDED IN THE POUND OF 
THE CITY OF GRAND MARAIS AT ____, A DOG ANSWERING THE 
FOLLOWING DESCRIPTION: 
 
SEX ____ COLOR ____ BREED ____ 
APPROXIMATE AGE____ 
 
NAME OF OWNER____ 
 
 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT UNLESS SAID DOG IS CLAIMED 
AND REDEEMED ON OR BEFORE ____ O'CLOCK ________.M., ON THE 



________ DAY OF ________, 19________, THE SAME WILL BE SOLD 
OR KILLED AS PROVIDED BY THE CITY CODE. 
 
 
 
 
SIGNED:  ____ OFFICER OR 

POUNDMASTER 
 

 

 
 
 (b) If the owner of the dog is known, written notice of 
impounding, in lieu of posted notice, shall be given the 
owner thereof either by mail or personal service. The date of 
sale or killing of the dog shall be not earlier than five 
regular business days' impoundment. 
 
(Code 1977, § 15.14) 
 
Sec. 10-68. Redemption. 
 
 Any dog may be reclaimed from the animal shelter by its 
owner within the time specified in the notice, by payment to 
the clerk of an amount equal to the impounding fee, plus a 
boarding fee, plus the license fee if the dog is unlicensed 
and this chapter requires that it have a license. The council 
may, from time to time, set the above mentioned fees. Such 
amounts shall be specified in chapter 26. Notwithstanding 
this section, the owner shall remain subject to all other 
penalties contained in this chapter. 
 
(Code 1977, § 15.15) 
 
Sec. 10-69. Disposition of unclaimed dogs. 
 
 Any dog which is not reclaimed as provided in this 
division within the time permitted may be sold to any person 
desiring to purchase the dog, for not less than the amounts 
provided for in section 10-68, if the dog has not been 
requested by a licensed educational or scientific institution 
in accordance with Minnesota Statutes. All sums received in 



excess of the costs and tax, if any, shall be held by the 
clerk for the benefit of the owner of the dog, and, if not 
claimed within one year, such funds shall be placed in the 
general revenue fund of the city. Any dog not reclaimed by 
the owner, requested by a licensed educational or scientific 
institution, or sold, as provided in this section, shall be 
painlessly killed and buried by an officer or the 
poundmaster. 
 
(Code 1977, § 15.16) 


