
CITY OF GRAND MARAIS 
MINUTES  

April 26, 2006 
 
Mayor Sandbo called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m.  
 
Members present: Mark Sandbo, Edward Bolstad, Kay Costello and Tim Kennedy 
 
Members absent: Bob Spry 
 
Staff present: Mike Roth, Don Davison, and Kim Dunsmoor 
 
Mayor Sandbo invited the public to speak during a period of open forum.  Open Forum is 
limited to one half-hour.  No person may speak more than 5 minutes or more than once. 
 
John Haluska asked if there would be a report about the MN Land Trust/DNR/City 
meeting.  Yes. 
 
Pam Doris thanked Councilor Bolstad for the moratorium suggestion and thought it was a 
sensible and prudent idea.  She asked about information on the community visioning 
process.  Community Growth Institute is gathering information and will be holding public 
forums in June. 
 
Motion by Bolstad, seconded by Costello to approve the Agenda with addition of 
request for equipment funding; April 12, 2006, Worksession Minutes; April 12, 
2006, Minutes; and Payment of Bills.  Approved unanimously. 
 
Harold Langowski, RLK Kuusito, presented the Change Order No. 3 for the 2nd Street/9th 
Avenue Project for the addition of bid quantities for construction of 3rd Street from 9th 
Avenue West to 8th Avenue West in the amount of $75,859.25.  The contractor is ready to 
continue the project on May 8th.   
 
Motion by Kennedy, seconded by Bolstad to approve Change Order No. 3 for the 
2nd Street/9th Avenue Project #2005-285 in the amount of $75,859.25.  Approved 
unanimously. 
 
Council discussed street and infrastructure improvements for 1st Avenue West through 3rd 
Avenue West.  There is very little rock excavation expected because we will use the 
existing utilities trench.  The engineer’s estimate for this project is $966,500.  If the 
project was bid now, construction could begin in July. 
 
Motion by Kennedy, seconded by Costello to approve Resolution 2006-11 Receiving 
Report and Calling for Hearing on Improvement of 1st Avenue West between 3rd 
Street and County Road 7, 2nd Avenue West between 4th Street and County Road 7, 
3rd Avenue West between 4th Street and County Road 7 by reconstruction and 
installation of pavement, curb, gutter, water and sewer mains, and installation of 



water mains on County Road 7 between 3rd Avenue West and 4th Avenue West.  
Approved unanimously. 
 
The 11-month inspection of the Downtown Sewer/Water/Streetscape Project was 
completed.  The contractor will fix the large banner poles, paving and patching by 
manholes, flow-through gutters, and alley.  We are negotiating for a deduction for 
concrete deficiencies. 
 
Matt Geretschlaeger, EDA Director, has been working to develop the Cedar Grove 
Business Park.  Twenty lots have been pre-sold.  A professional building has been 
designed, engineering is in progress for the road, wetland credits are being purchased and 
$700,000 in grants has been awarded for the project.  EDA is also proposing a residential 
development area.  EDA is currently advertising an RFP with a deadline of Friday, April 
28, 2006.  A housing study is needed to define affordable and moderate priced housing in 
order to apply for grants.  The EDA is asking the city to hire Community Partners 
Research, Inc. to provide a Community Development Survey and a Comprehensive 
Housing Study. 
 
Motion by Bolstad, seconded by Kennedy to proceed with the Comprehensive 
Housing Study and request Cook County to participate for a county-wide study.  
Approved unanimously. 
 
Community Partners Research, Inc. can also do a community development survey 
necessary for the Small Cities Grant application. 
 
Motion by Kennedy, seconded by Costello to proceed with the Community 
Development Survey.  Approved unanimously. 
 
We received the grant agreement for the $200,000 grant for the business park from IRR. 
 
Motion by Kennedy, seconded by Costello to approve the Grant Agreement.  
Approved unanimously. 
 
Harbor Park Construction bid was awarded at the April 12, 2006, meeting to Edwin E. 
Thoreson, Inc.  Construction will begin May 1, 2006.  This week city crews will be 
removing items from the park.  Plantings will be done by the Cook County Master 
Gardeners headed by Howard Abrahamson and the community and Buck’s Hardware 
will provide plantings at cost.  This will reduce the landscaping cost by approximately 
$65,000.  The electrical contractor is looking at alternate fixtures to provide a cost 
savings.  The drip irrigation plumbing will be done by city employees and two drinking 
fountains were eliminated.  The architect met with the city and Thoreson’s to select local 
rock for the project.  Thoreson’s anticipates finishing in time for early June plantings. 
 
Mayor Sandbo’s Report: 

1) Kay Costello, Mark Sandbo, and Mike Roth met with the MN Land Trust and 
the DNR.  The MN Land Trust expressed a desire to work with the city and 



said that people would be surprised about how restrictive and how permissive 
development is based upon the four different areas identified and the different 
rules for each area.  The DNR will submit a RFP for a marina design engineer 
this summer.  The process to develop a marina will take approximately 10-15 
years so there is plenty of time for anything to happen. 

 
Councilor Bolstad’s Report: 

1) Public Utilities is pursuing grease trap inspections. 
2) Public Utilities is conducting a study of the fire hydrants. 
3) Public Utilities is working with surrounding fire departments for mutual aid 

while the water tower will be repaired and painted. 
4) Walt Annerer, Water/Wastewater Superintendent is retiring in mid-May. 
5) Arrowhead Electric is selling a bucket truck on bid.  The PUC would like the 

city to share in the cost of the bucket truck bidding $12,500. 
 
Motion by Bolstad, seconded by Kennedy to share in the cost of the bucket truck in 
the amount of $6,250 if successfully bid. Approved unanimously. 
 
City Administrator Roth’s Report: 

1) The park would like to hire 3 seasonal workers. 
 
Motion by Bolstad, seconded by Kennedy to hire Adam Goehring as seasonal 
washroom custodian, and Mark Tavernier and Brooke Youngdahl for seasonal park 
maintenance hires.  Approved unanimously. 
 

2) Brian Mathson has been on medical leave with no date of return.  The 
Personnel Committee recommends replacing the Parks Assistant position and 
continuing medical coverage through June for Mathson. 

 
Motion by Bolstad, seconded by Kennedy to terminate Brian Mathson’s 
employment and continue medical coverage through June and to advertise for the 
Parks Assistant position.  Approved unanimously. 
 

3) EDA requested Janet Simonen and Mike Roth to research EDA board terms to 
clarify and ratify the EDA Board Terms. 

 
Motion by Bolstad, seconded by Costello to clarify and ratify City EDA Board 
Members Russell Zenk term ending December 2008, Tim Kennedy (City Councilor) 
term ending December 2010, and Andrea Peterson term ending December 2006.  
Approved unanimously. 
 
Motion by Bolstad, seconded by Costello to adjourn the meeting.  Approved 
unanimously.   
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 5:57 p.m.  


