
CITY OF GRAND MARAIS 
MINUTES  

June 28, 2006 
 
Mayor Sandbo called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m.  
 
Members present: Mark Sandbo, Kay Costello, Bob Spry, Edward Bolstad and Tim 

Kennedy 
 
Members absent: None 
 
Staff present: Mike Roth, Don Davison, and Kim Dunsmoor 
 
Mayor Sandbo invited the public to speak during a period of open forum.  Open Forum is 
limited to one half-hour.  No person may speak more than 5 minutes or more than once.  
No one spoke. 
 
Motion by Spry, seconded by Bolstad to approve the agenda; approve the June 14, 
2006, Worksession Minutes; approve the June 14, 2006, Minutes; and approve 
payment of bills.  Approved unanimously. 
 
Motion by Spry, seconded by Bolstad to approve the Grand Marais Chamber of 
Commerce Application for Use of Street and Sidewalk for the 4th of July Parade.  
Approved unanimously. 
 
The council discussed the Fisherman’s Picnic Street and Sidewalk Permit vendor 
placement and road closures.  Vendors should not be on a street open for traffic – 
specifically 1st Avenue West south of Wisconsin Street.  More information will be 
gathered. 
 
Motion by Kennedy, seconded by Bolstad to approve the American Legion Post 
#413 Fisherman’s Picnic Beer Garden 4 Day Temporary On-Sale Liquor License 
Application for August 3-6, 2006.  Approved unanimously. 
 
Motion by Bolstad, seconded by Kennedy to approve Partial Payment Estimate #4 
for the 2nd Street/9th Avenue Project to Ulland Brothers, Inc. in the amount of 
$41,631.26.  Approved unanimously. 
 
The council discussed ATV use in the city and ordinances from other cities in Minnesota.  
Bolstad would like to see a public hearing on the issue and a potential ordinance drafted 
before ATV use becomes a problem in Grand Marais.  Spry does not see a problem and 
would like to see no changes unless ATV use becomes a problem.  Costello was curious 
to see if other cities ordinances were designed before or after there was ATV related 
problems.  Rhonda Silence, ATV Club Secretary, requested no ordinance or more 
research, public input and ATV Club involvement in any ordinance discussion.  Sandbo 
could see merit to both sides of the issues, but recommended public input if a potential 
ordinance is drafted. 



 
Motion by Bolstad to hold a public hearing regarding ATV use in Grand Marais 
and subsequently design a reasonable ATV ordinance that protects the rights of 
citizens, but does not deny reasonable use.  The motion died for lack of a second. 
 
Motion by Sandbo, seconded by Bolstad to approve $1,000 donation to the Great 
Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative.  Approved unanimously. 
 
Motion by Kennedy, seconded by Spry to approve $750 donation to the North Shore 
Management Board.  Approved unanimously. 
 
Mayor Sandbo’s Report: 

1) Spent the day at Harbor Park and was impressed with the progress.  They are 
looking for about 50 people to help plant on Saturday, July 2 at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Councilor Spry’s Report: 

1) Cook County is requesting a lot size change with the North Shore 
Management Board.  Their request did not pass at this time. 

 
Councilor Kennedy’s Report: 

1) Pleased with the Downtown Visioning process.  Attended the opening session, 
one walking tour, and the closing session.  There was good attendance and felt 
comfortable with the process. 

 
Councilor Bolstad’s Report: 

1) The full report for the pool building is available at city hall and at the park 
office.  The consultant company is very competent.  The consultant was 
charged with giving the cost estimate to upgrade the pool facilities to current 
building codes.  That price comes in around $ 3.8 million.  The next phase 
will be to find out what new construction would cost, and further, what it 
would take to make the existing building service the community for another 
15-20 years.  In addition, they will help us develop a campaign to raise money 
for the pool project. 

 
2) The City of Grand Marais Public Utilities Commission is a member of 

SMMPA, purchases electric power needs from SMMPA to support the 
community, and the Big Stone Project II has been judged the most cost 
effective option to meet the needs of Grand Marais and other SMMPA 
members to ensure rate stability and service reliability on a timely basis. 

 
   

Motion by Spry, seconded by Kennedy to approve the Resolution of 
Support for the Big Stone II Project.  Approved unanimously. 
 

3) The Public Utilities Commission hired Tom Nelson as the Water/Wastewater 
Superintendent and will be hiring an entry-level operator. 



4) There are fire hydrants in need of repair and the question is who owns the 
hydrants, the PUC or the City.  The PUC charges the City over $12,000 per 
year for fire hydrants each year.   

 
5) The PUC continues to push businesses to install grease traps – most have 

complied. 
 
Councilor Costello’s Report: 

1) Attended the Community Center Revitalization Project Report at the County 
Board meeting.  The County Board approved the project pending watershed 
engineering.   

 
2) The next Joint City/County/School/Tribe meeting will be held August 24, 

2006, at City Hall.  The main topic of discussion will be recreation 
management and serious discussion about joint powers, assets, skills, and 
money. 

 
City Administrator Roth’s Report: 

1) The Community Growth Institute would like to do follow-up presentations for 
the Downtown Visioning on July 25 and 26. 

 
2) The next council meeting is July 5, 2006. 

 
Motion by Costello, seconded by Kennedy to adjourn the meeting.  Approved 
unanimously. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 5:25 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


