
CITY OF GRAND MARAIS 
MINUTES  

July 26, 2006 
 
Mayor Sandbo called the meeting to order at 5:15 p.m.  
 
Members present: Mark Sandbo, Kay Costello, Bob Spry, Edward Bolstad and Tim 

Kennedy 
 
Members absent: None 
 
Staff present: Mike Roth, Don Davison, and Kim Dunsmoor 
 
Mayor Sandbo invited the public to speak during a period of open forum.  Open Forum is 
limited to one half-hour.  No person may speak more than 5 minutes or more than once.  
 
Pam Doris suggested flashing lights around the 30 mph sign to help slow traffic. 
 
Motion by Kennedy, seconded by Costello to approve the Agenda; July 5, 2006, 
Worksession Minutes; July 5, 2006, Minutes; and Payment of Bills.  Approved 
unanimously.   
 
Rex Greenwell, WDSE-TV, is requesting 40-foot extension to the existing tower to 
provide space diversity and to add Cell One to the tower.  Currently, the County, Coast 
Guard, MPR, Cable TV utilize this tower.   This tower is a model for the protection of 
birds and other airborne wildlife.  The County Board has already reviewed and approved 
the application. 
 
Motion by Spry, seconded by Bolstad to approve WDSE Tower Extension Request.  
Approved unanimously. 
 
Jeremy Somnis requested permission to conduct a water-skipping demonstration during 
Fisherman’s Picnic on Saturday, August 5, 2006, from 10:00 a.m. – noon.  Life jackets, 
whistle, rescue boat, barricades, fire extinguisher, and buoys will be used.  Insurance is 
provided by the Lion’s Club. 
 
Motion by Kennedy, seconded by Spry to approve the water-skipping 
demonstration provided the Lion’s Club is aware of the conditions and the MN 
Land Trust allows the activity if it is conducted with the MN Land Trust 
Conservation Easement.  Approved unanimously. 
 
Adam Jaros, Multiple Sclerosis, conducts fundraisers around the region.  He was 
approached by Birch Terrace to sell pull-tabs. The closest establishments operating pull-
tabs are Howling Wolf and Windigo Lodge.  Councilor Bolstad took some time to 
research the organization on the internet, which provided a detailed breakdown of the 
Multiple Sclerosis budget and expenditures.  The permit will need to be renewed in one 



year.  The city could ask Multiple Sclerosis for help in raising money to provide handicap 
accessibility in the city. 
 
Motion by Spry, seconded by Sandbo to approve the Birch Terrace Application for 
Lawful Gambling limited to pull tabs for the benefit of Multiple Sclerosis.   
Ayes:  Spry, Costello, Sandbo   Nays:  Bolstad, Kennedy 
 
Jason Lynch is requesting a Conditional Use and Variance to erect an internally 
illuminated sign to use as a drive through menu board located at the Dairy Queen legally 
described as Lots 1 and 2, except the East 90 feet thereof, and the East 30 feet of lots 3 
and 4, Block 6, Harbor Addition; and the East 68 feet of lots 17 and 18, Block 19, Central 
Addition.  The sign will be located along the drive-through entrance from 2nd Avenue 
West.  The Planning Commission recommends approval of the Conditional Use Permit 
and Variance by a 4-0 vote. 
 
Motion by Kennedy, seconded by Spry to approve the Jason Lynch/Dairy Queen 
Conditional Use and Variance Request.  Approved unanimously. 
 
June Olsen is requesting a variance from the front yard setback for a deck constructed on 
the east side of her house in the R-1 zone.  The deck is 2’from the east front yard lot line 
of this corner lot, 23’ within the 25’ setback.  The property is located at Lots 1-4, Block 
25, Village Plat 120 East 3rd Street.  The Planning Commission recommends approval of 
the variance by a 4-0 vote. 
 
Motion by Bolstad, seconded by Costello to approve the June Olsen Variance 
Request.  Approved unanimously. 
 
Larry and Elaine Dean are requesting a variance from the front and side yard setback for 
a deck constructed on the side of their house in the R-1 zone.  The deck still be 4’ from 
the side yard lot line and 24’ from the front yard lot line.   The property is located at 309 
W 1st Avenue.  The Planning Commission recommends approval of the variance by a 4-0 
vote. 
 
Motion by Bolstad, seconded by Spry to approve the Larry and Elaine Dean 
Variance Request.  Approved unanimously. 
 
Daniel and Carolyn Hanford are requesting a variance from the front yard setback for a 
deck constructed on the front and side of their house in the R-1 zone.  The deck will be 2’ 
from the front yard lot line, 23’ within the required 25’ setback.  The property is located 
at Lots 103, Block 18, Central Addition, 320 5th Avenue West.  The Planning 
Commission recommends approval of the variance by a 4-0 vote. 
 
Motion by Kennedy, seconded by Spry to approve the Daniel and Carolyn Hanford 
Variance Request.  Approved unanimously. 
 



Stanley Bautch Sr. and Diane Hagen are requesting a Conditional Use Permit to construct 
a single family home or a duplex on the lot located in the SC Community Services zone.  
Single-family homes/duplexes are an allowed conditional use.  The property is located at 
the East side of the Old Gunflint Trail above County Road 7 and below the Fire Station.   
The Planning Commission recommends approval of the conditional use permit for a 
single family home or a duplex without conditions by a 3-0 vote.  Commissioner 
Kennedy abstained declaring a conflict of interest as the buyer’s realtor. 
 
Motion by Spry, seconded by Bolstad to approve the Stanley Bautch Sr. Conditional 
Use Permit. Ayes:  Spry, Bolstad, Sandbo, Costello  
Abstain:  Kennedy (Realty Company is representing the buyers.)  
 
Tom and Shelley Alvin are requesting a variance from the front yard setback for a deck 
constructed on the south front yard of their house in the R-1 zone.  The deck will be 18’ 
from the front yard line, 7’ within the required 25’ setback.  The property is located at 
Lots 10-13, Block 13, Central Addition, 913 West 3rd Street.  The Planning Commission 
recommends approval of the variance by a 4-0 vote. 
 
Motion by Kennedy, seconded by Costello to approve the Tom and Shelley Alvin 
Variance.  Approved unanimously. 
 
Bear Track Outfitters has requested a peddler’s permit to rent kayaks on the beach at the 
end of 1st Avenue West.   
 
Motion by Bolstad, seconded by Spry to reject the Bear Track Outfitters Peddler 
Permit Request.  Motion was withdrawn. 
 
Motion by Kennedy, seconded by Spry to approve the Bear Track Outfitter’s 
Peddler Permit with the following conditions:  cannot operate beyond Labor Day, 
and equipment must be removed every evening. 
Ayes:  Kennedy, Spry, Sandbo, Bolstad   Nay:  Costello 
 
Bill Doucette has requested a peddler’s permit to rent kayaks on the beach at the end of 
1st Avenue West. 
 
Motion by Kennedy, seconded by Bolstad to approve the Bill Doucette Peddler 
Permit with the following conditions:  cannot operate beyond Labor Day and 
equipment must be removed every evening. 
Ayes:  Kennedy, Spry, Sandbo, Bolstad   Nay: Costello 
 
Councilor Costello left for another meeting. 
 
The Crooked Spoon has requested a Strong Beer and Wine License, has provided proof 
of insurance, and passed the background check. 
Motion by Bolstad, seconded by Spry to approve The Crooked Spoon Strong Beer 
and Wine License.  Approved unanimously. 



Sawtooth Challenge Mountain Race Committee of Grand Marais Area Tourism is 
requesting an application for use of street and sidewalks for the start of the race on 
August 26, 2006. 
 
Motion by Spry, seconded by Bolstad, to approve the Sawtooth Challenge Mountain 
Bike Race on August 26, 2006.  Approved unanimously. 
 
Mayor Sandbo’s Report: 

1) Attended ARDC meeting last week.  When Highway 61 was named a 
National Scenic Byway, there were 7 in the nation:  now there are 126 scenic 
byways.  ARDC would like to add criteria to becoming a National Scenic 
Byway. 

 
Councilor Spry’s Report: 

1) Unhappy about the skateboard activity at Harbor Park.   
 

Apparently, the kids think we spent their skateboard park money at Harbor 
Park, but the City has never had any of the skateboard group money, staff has 
confiscated equipment left by skateboarders, and corners can be put on the 
concrete benches to reduce damage done by skateboarders.  Mayor Sandbo 
would like to see the Community Center move forward with their plans for a 
skateboard park so the kids will have a place to skateboard.  This will be a 
topic for the August Joint Meeting. 

 
Councilor Bolstad’s Report: 

1) The sources of electricity cost are going up. 
2) The water tower project will be starting soon. 
3) The city budget should include a fire truck, handicap public access, and our 

own speed trailer. 
 
City Attorney Davison’s Report: 

1) Harbor Park plantings were completed with a great deal of pride and volunteer 
hours by the Master Gardeners. Dedication of Harbor Park will happen in 
August. 

 
Motion by Bolstad, seconded by Kennedy to adjourn the meeting.  Approved 
unanimously. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:38 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 


