
CITY OF GRAND MARAIS 
MINUTES  

October 31, 2007 
 
Mayor Larsen called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m.  
 
Members present: Evelyn Larsen, Kay Costello, William Lenz, Edward Bolstad and 

Tim Kennedy 
 
Members absent: None 
 
Staff present: Mike Roth, Don Davison, and Kim Dunsmoor 
 
Mayor Larsen invited the public to speak during a period of open forum.  Open Forum is 
limited to one half-hour.  No person may speak more than 5 minutes or more than once.   
No one spoke. 
 
Motion by Bolstad, seconded by Kennedy to approve the Agenda; October 10, 2007, 
Worksession Minutes; October 10, 2007, Minutes; and Payment of Bills.  Approved 
unanimously. 
 
Motion by Bolstad, seconded by Costello to approve the First Reading of Ordinance 
2007-04 Permitting a Change in Nonconforming Use or Occupation for Certain 
Lands in the City of Grand Marais.  Approved unanimously. 
 
Joni Kristenson, Public Health, and Ellen Pillsbury, ARDC, presented their project 
Northeast Minnesota Active Living Community Vision.  The project includes St. Louis 
County, Lake County, Cook County, Grand Portage, and Fond du Lac.  A year ago, they 
met with the community and walked around Grand Marais.  Grand Marais has been 
acknowledged for its stellar streetscape.  Barriers to walking are motor vehicle traffic, 
poorly maintained sidewalks and a person’s current routine.  Pedestrian in Crosswalk 
signs helped to reduce the motor vehicle barrier.  The Active Living group drafted a 
vision statement that they would like the city to adopt.  They are also looking for any 
feedback and support from the city.  This project was paid for by a grant from Blue Cross 
Blue Shield. There is still tobacco money available and they are hoping to receive some 
action dollars to make improvements that will increase physical activity and active living. 
 
Motion by Kennedy, seconded by Larsen to approve the Minnesota Trail Assistance 
Program Cross-Country Ski FY 2008 Traditional Grant Agreement with the State 
of Minnesota Department of Natural Resources  in the amount of $4,405.50.  
Approved unanimously. 
 
Mayor Larsen’s Report: 

1) Has received more Cable TV complaints.  Holly will talk to the Chief Tech 
again.  The City grants a franchise and allows use of our right of way, but 
there is no special relationship between the City and Mediacom. 

2) Larry Killien will respond to the City sometime in November. 



3) Paul Burke, who was helping us with the marina passed away on October 19th. 
4) An on-line survey showed that 22% of respondents would like to see the pool 

moved, and 78% approved of keeping the pool where it is. 
5) Wrote a letter to David Dill regarding IRR Funding persuading him to 

consider the Creechville project.  A committee looked at the Sawtooth 
Cottages Project. 

 
Councilor Costello’s Report: 

1) Joint Recreation Board meets on the last Monday of each month.  They hope 
to approve the by-laws at the next meeting. 

2) Received a proposal for codification of the city ordinances and would like 
staff to look it over and decide whether we should buy services or complete 
the codification ourselves. 

 
Motion by Bolstad, seconded by Kennedy to adjourn the meeting.  Approved 
unanimously. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 5:07 p.m.   
 
 
 
 
 
             
     Mayor, Evelyn Larsen 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
      
City Administrator, Michael J. Roth 
 
 


