
CITY OF GRAND MARAIS 
MINUTES  

January 27, 2010 
 
Mayor Hakes called the meeting to order at 4:35 p.m.  
 
Members present: Kay Costello, Sue Hakes, William Lenz, Tim Kennedy and Jan Sivertson  
 
Members absent: None 
 
Staff present: Mike Roth, Len Bloomquist, Kim Dunsmoor and  

Chris Hood by telephone 
 
Mayor Hakes invited the public to speak during a period of open forum.  Open Forum is limited 
to one half-hour.  No person may speak more than 5 minutes or more than once. No one spoke. 
 
Motion by Lenz, seconded by Costello to approve the Agenda; January 13, 2010 Minutes; 
and Payment of Bills.  Approved unanimously. 
 
Len Bloomquist, Street Supervisor, presented maps showing the current sidewalk clearing and 
snow plowing routes.  Generally, the street department starts at 3:00 a.m. clearing sidewalks that 
equipment can access and then plowing the streets.  The Bobcat has some problems getting up 
and down the curb and will not fit between buildings and some of the light poles.  It does not fit 
between the poles and Harbor Park and it will not fit on the sidewalk along the city parking lot.  
The city plows a path in the Business Development Park and the county finishes that area.  The 
goal is to get the snow cleared before the public comes downtown.  The city crews will plow if 
there is more than three inches of snow.  The best sidewalks are where the property owners have 
taken care of the detail work clearing snow from the sidewalk.  The council directed City 
Administrator Roth to write a letter to the downtown businesses informing them of when and 
how our crews plow snow and reminding them that it is their responsibility to clear the sidewalks 
adjacent to their property. 
 
The Acting Mayor, Jan Sivertson, wrote a letter of support for an MPCA Application to the EPA 
for Cook County Local Energy Project (CCLEP).  CCLEP also requested that the City make 
application to the state Office of Energy Assistance for various projects totaling $100,000.  The 
plan was to have a complete application for the Council to review prior to this meeting.  We have 
since recognized that the due date for the application was Monday, January 25.  Since the 
Council would not have the opportunity to review and approve an application, we will not move 
forward with this application. 
 
Councilor Lenz’ Report: 
 

1) The Community Center Group decided to meet with all users to identify needs and wants.  
There is a questionnaire for each group.  The group will also ask questions of other 
community centers.  It would be nice to have a visioning process. 

 
 



Councilor Costello’s Report: 
1) The Joint Powers Recreation Board has not met at all, but it exists on paper.    This group 

went through a lot of planning for the community center project.  
 
Councilor Kennedy’s Report: 

1) The Safe Routes to School Committee met.  It is a broad group of people from the city, 
county, school and community.  We want to encourage safe ways to get to school.  The 
new sidewalks built by the city and the county are a good start.  Some areas of concern 
are the intersection of the Old Gunflint Trail and County Road 7.  There are no 
crosswalks and the traffic is moving swiftly in the north and south bound lanes. A 
sidewalk from Birchwood Apartments to the Old Gunflint Trail would be good.  The city 
and the county will need to work together to make sidewalks happen.  Sidewalks and safe 
routes to school should be a topic at the next Joint City County School Tribe Meeting. 

2) Does the city have a role in the Broadband Committee?  City Administrator Roth 
indicated that there is a need to stay involved.  The system would be located on our 
electric distribution system. 

 
Councilor Sivertson’s Report: 

1) The City has been paid $100,000 toward the loan that was given to Superior National 
Golf Course.  There is a committee of two county commissioners, two city coucilors, and 
three EDA Board Members to plan for the future of how the golf course is funded and to 
work out financial issues.  The meetings should be posted because a quorum of the city 
council may be present. 

 
Motion by Hakes, seconded by Costello to appoint Hakes and Kennedy to serve on the 
EDA Superior National Golf Course Committee.  Approved unanimously. 
 
Mayor Hakes’ Report: 

1) The Shoreline Sign continues to be a safety hazard with part of the sign flapping in the 
wind.    City staff spoke with Mark Sandbo, Shoreline Manager, and alerted him of the 
danger and asked him to have the piece removed.  Sandbo has been in communication 
with the sign company, but does not have a completion date.  Council directed City 
Administrator Roth to contact Mark Sandbo and have him remove the hazard or pay the 
City to remove the hazard. 

2) There is an “Undoing Racism” Workshop April 7 – 9 in Grand Portage.  The cost is about 
$100/person.  It is a three-day workshop with follow-up meetings.   

 
Motion by Kennedy, seconded by Hakes to adjourn the meeting.  Approved unanimously. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 5:52 p.m. 
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