
CITY OF GRAND MARAIS 
MINUTES  

November 29, 2006 
 
Mayor Sandbo called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m.  
 
Members present: Mark Sandbo, Kay Costello, Bob Spry, Edward Bolstad and Tim 

Kennedy 
 
Members absent: None 
 
Staff present: Mike Roth, Don Davison, and Kim Dunsmoor 
 
Mayor Sandbo invited the public to speak during a period of open forum.  Open Forum is 
limited to one half-hour.  No person may speak more than 5 minutes or more than once.  
No one spoke. 
 
Motion by Bolstad, seconded by Spry to approve the Agenda.  Approved 
unanimously. 
 
Motion by Spry, seconded by Bolstad to approve the November 8, 2006, 
Worksession Minutes; November 8, 2006, Minutes; and Payment of Bills.  Approved 
unanimously. 
 
Shawn Maravigli is requesting a variance from the front yard setback to extend an 
existing deck on the South side of her house in the R-1 zone.  The deck will be used to 
access a new door on the East side of the house and will be 17’ from the South front yard 
lot line of this corner lot, 8’ within the 25’ setback on her property located at 300 East 1st 
Avenue, Lots 11-12, Block 24, Village Plat.   The Planning Commission held a public 
hearing.  No members of the public were present to comment; two letters of support were 
received at City Hall.  The Planning Commission found that the deck would be beneficial 
to the property without impacting the neighboring properties.  The Planning Commission 
recommends approval of the variance by a 3-0 vote. 
 
Motion by Bolstad, seconded by Kennedy to approve the Shawn Maravigli 
Variance.  Approved unanimously. 
 
The council discussed the proposed Joint Powers Agreement to Coordinate and Manage 
Recreation Facilities between the Independent School District #166, Cook County and 
the City of Grand Marais.  The Grand Portage Band of Chippewa will participate through 
a Memorandum of Understanding to the extent legally possible recognizing that the Band 
is a separate sovereign government.  All suggestions of the City have been incorporated 
in the agreement.   
 
Motion by Costello, seconded by Kennedy to approve the Joint Powers Agreement 
to Coordinate and Manage Recreation Facilities.  Approved unanimously.  
 



The City of Grand Marais received five Engineering Proposals.  Council discussed 
selecting engineering services by interviewing two or three of the firms.   
 
Motion by Kennedy, seconded by Bolstad to invite S.E.H. and R.L.K. Kuusisto for 
interviews on December 13, 2006.  Approved unanimously. 
 
The council discussed a resolution or ordinance requiring all new construction to furnish 
and install a coated, solid copper tracer wire on all non-conductive water/sewer lines in 
the trench alongside the pipe for the purpose of locating service lines. 
 
Motion by Kennedy, seconded by Spry to pursue the development of an ordinance 
requiring tracer wire for all new construction for sewer and water lines.  Approved 
unanimously. 
 
The city auditor, Walker, Giroux, and Hahne, Ltd. has sent the City of Grand Marais a 
Memorandum of Understanding. 
 
Motion by Spry, seconded by Bolstad to approve the Memorandum of 
Understanding for auditing services with Walker, Giroux, and Hahne, Ltd. for 2006 
and 2007.  Approved unanimously. 
 
Councilor Bolstad’s Report: 

1) The Public Utilities Commission reviewed the pay proposal for union 
negotiations, approved the final payment for the power plant, reviewed the 
safety program with MMUA, and completed the water tower project. 

 
Councilor Costello’s Report: 

1) Attended the Joint City/County/School/Tribe meeting.  The Joint Powers 
Agreement to Coordinate and Manage Recreation Facilities was the main 
topic of discussion. 

2) The Library will be hosting an Upper  Deck Forum tomorrow to discuss future 
expansion of the Library. 

 
The Street Truck quote previously approved could not be filled as approved because the 
model of truck is no longer available.  The new specifications for a smaller engine size 
received two quotes:  Eggebrecht Chevrolet for $26,005 and Grand Marais Motors for 
$34,386. 
 
Motion by Kennedy, seconded by Bolstad to approve the Eggebrecht Chevrolet 
quote in the amount of $26,005 for the purchase of a street vehicle with plow.  
Approved unanimously. 
 
City Administrator Roth’s Report: 

1) Received a letter and revised Cooperative Agreement and Request for 
Proposals from the Department of Natural Resources in regard to marina 
design.  We currently have an active request for this topic:  therefore, the 



council will wait until the December 13, 2006, meeting to discuss this topic 
further. 

2) The North 20 acres of the Economic Development Authority will be officially 
annexed on Monday.  We are following up on the other annexations 
previously approved. 

 
The December 27, 2006, regularly scheduled meeting will be changed to December 20, 
2006. 
 
The meeting was closed at 5:08 p.m. for Union Negotiation Discussion. 
 
The meeting was re-opened at 5:28 p.m. 
 
Motion by Spry, seconded by Bolstad to adjourn the meeting.  Approved 
unanimously. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 5:29 p.m. 
 
 
 


