
CITY OF GRAND MARAIS 
MINUTES  

December 20, 2006 
 
Mayor Sandbo called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m.  
 
Members present: Mark Sandbo, Kay Costello, Edward Bolstad, Bob Spry, and Tim 

Kennedy 
 
Members absent: None 
 
Staff present: Mike Roth, Don Davison, and Kim Dunsmoor 
 
Mayor Sandbo invited the public to speak during a period of open forum.  Open Forum is 
limited to one half-hour.  No person may speak more than 5 minutes or more than once.  
No one spoke.  
 
Motion by Bolstad, seconded by Costello to adopt the Agenda with the addition of 
the GMATA Budget discussion and Cook County Higher Education letter.  
Approved unanimously. 
 
Motion by Costello, seconded by Bolstad to approve the December 13, 2006, 
Worksession Minutes with correction of spelling of “Hinzman”; approve December 
13, 2006, Minutes; and payment of bills.  Approved unanimously. 
 
Tim McLean, Grand Marais Fire Department Assistant Chief, requested that the city 
council approve the proposed change to the fire department by-laws increasing the points 
needed to be considered a member in good standing.  The proposed change is 
recommended by a majority vote of the firemen. 
 
Motion by Bolstad, seconded by Kennedy to approve the amendment to Article IX 
of the Grand Marais Fire Department Association increasing the points needed to 
24 in order to be a member in good standing.  Approved unanimously. 
 
Bill Parish, Cook County Highway Department, appeared before the city council to 
request the city’s approval of the county’s resolution establishing County State Aid 
Highways. 
 
Motion by Bolstad, seconded by Spry to approve Resolution 2006-24 Approving 
Cook County’s Resolution Establishing County State Aid Highways designating 
CSAH No. 15 (from CSAH No. 7 north to CSAH No. 12, a distance of .25 miles), old 
County Road No. 62W, and CSHA No. 19 (from TH No. 61 north to CSAH No. 7, a 
distance of .44 miles) 8th Avenue West, both within the City Limits of Grand Marais, 
Minnesota and revoking CSAH No. 11 (from CSAH No. 12, Gunflint Trail, to its 
terminus at Saganga Lake Landing, a distance of 1.0 miles.  Approved unanimously. 
 



Diane Brostrom, Grand Marais Area Tourism Association, presented the budget for the 
city council’s review and oversight.  Invited the council to attend a 1½-hour presentation 
regarding the marketing plan on January 8, 2007, at 4:00 p.m.  She will appear before the 
council on January 31, 2006, with her final budget for 2007. 
 
Motion by Kennedy, seconded by Spry to approve the Second Reading of Ordinance 
2006-04 Amending the City Code Chapter 26 Fees Sections 26-6, 26-7, and 26-9 
basing building permit fees on square footage of improvement.  Approved 
unanimously. 
 
The personnel committee met with the union and was unable to negotiate a contract for 
2007-2008.  All the members of the personnel committee terms expire in January so the 
consensus was to wait until the new personnel committee is formed to continue 
negotiations.  The Public Utilities Commission recommends a 3% COLA for all non-
union supervisors for 2007. 
 
Motion by Bolstad, seconded by Kennedy to approve a 3% Cost Of Living 
Adjustment for all non-union supervisors effective January 1, 2007.  Approved 
unanimously.   
 
Motion by Bolstad, seconded by Spry to change single insurance premium employee 
contribution for non-union supervisors from 15% to 20%.  Approved unanimously. 
 
The state would allow up to a 6% increase in our levy without requiring a hearing. The 
final levy resolution is proposing a 4.01% increase. 
 
Motion by Spry, seconded by Bolstad to approve Resolution 2006-25 Final 2006 Tax 
Levy, Collectible in 2007.  Approved unanimously. 
 
Motion by Kennedy, seconded by Bolstad to approve the Mayor’s letter in support 
of Cook County Higher Education’s request to increase their annual state allocation 
of $80,000 to $120,000.  Approved unanimously. 
 
Mayor Sandbo’s Report: 

1) Thanked the council for their support and camaraderie. 
 
Councilor Spry’s Report: 

1) Enjoyed four years as city councilor working with the council and city staff. 
 
Councilor Kennedy’s Report: 

1) Thanked Sandbo and Spry for their service and commitment to the city. 
 
Councilor Bolstad’s Report: 

1) The Public Utilities passed a 5% increase in the electric rates, no increase in 
sewer rates, and a $3.45 increase in the water flat fee rate.  SMMPA has 
increased their wholesale rate to the city by 16%. 



2) Appreciate the effort of Sandbo and Spry in their service to the city.  The city 
moved ahead markedly. 

 
Councilor Costello’s Report: 

1) The Joint Powers Recreation Board has openings. 
2) Encouraged the public to step forward and serve on boards. 
3) Appreciate the professionalism and service of Sandbo and Spry. 

 
City Administrator Roth’s Report: 

1) There are several board openings and no applications have been received: 
A) Public Utilities Commission -1 
B) Park –2 
C) Library –2 
D) Economic Development Authority – 1 
E) Joint Powers Recreation Board –2 

 
2) Enjoyed working with Sandbo and Spry. 

 
Motion by Spry, seconded by Sandbo to adjourn the meeting.  Approved 
unanimously. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 5:08 p.m. 
 
 


